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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES C. RIEFSNY 

DER, a citizen of the United States of Amer 
ica, and a resident of Des Moines, Polk 
county, Iowa, have invented a new and use 
ful Hat and Coat Hook, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

improved means for supporting a hat, coat, 
or other garment or suspendable article. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide an attachable and detachable hat, or 
coat hook susceptible of convenient and in 
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stantaneous removal and replacement. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide an improved hat and coat hook suscep 
tible of contraction and expansion. . 
My invention consists in the construction, 

arrangement, and combination of elements 
hereinafter set forth, pointed out in my 
claims, and illustrated by the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec 
tion, illustrating the construction and man 
ner of mounting my device. Fig. 2 is a plan 
of the device detached from its support. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation of the device detached 
from its support and of slightly - modified 
form. 8. 

In the construction of the device as shown 
I employ a single length of wire, which is 
doubled intermediate of its ends and curved 
transversely to form a lower hook 10 and is 
again doubled intermediate of its ends and 
curved transversely to forman upper hook 11. 
The upper hook 11 is connected to the lower 
hook 10 directly by an inclined and curved 
braceportion 12. One arm 13 of the hook 10 
extends vertically from the rear of said hook, 
is bent laterally, and curved horizontally to 
form a loop 14, having a vertical opening, and 
one arm 15 of the hook 11 extends horizon 
tally to the rear of said hook to a point be 
neath the loop 14 and is there formed with a 
bend 16 and extends upwardly through the 
opening of said loop. Thus the arms 13 15 
form two sides of a right-angled triangle, and 
the brace 12 forms an imperfect hypotenuse 
thereto and tends to support and render rigid 
the outer end portion of said arm 15 and 
hook 11. A shank 17 of the arm 15 extends 
through and above the loop 14 and slidingly 
engages therewith at times. At the upper 
end of the shank 17 an elbow 18 is formed, 
and a stem - 19 extends horizontally rear 
ward therefrom in a plane parallel with the 
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15. An engaging tongue 20 is formed 

on and extends upward from the extremity 
of the stem. 19. R engaging tongue 20 is 
inclined forward slightly relative to the stem 
19 and has its rear face beveled to forman 
attenuation or point adapted to bite a 
wooden support. A shank 21 extends up 
ward from the loop 14, and an elbow or bend 
22 is formed at its upper end, and a stem 23 
extends rearwardly from said elbow in a 
plane parallel with the arm 15 and also par 
allel with and adjacent to the stem. 19. An 
engaging tongue 24 is formed on and extends 
downward from the extremity of the stem 23, 
is approximately straight on its forward face, 
and is beveled on its rear face to form an at 
tenuation or point adapted to engage a 
wooden support in opposition to the point of 
the tongue 20. - In Fig. 3 I show a device identical with the 
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device shown in Figs. 1 and 2, except that a 
tongue 24 thereon is not pointed, but has a 
plane and bluntend portion. . . . . . 
When not in use, the integral parts of the 

device occupy the relations to each other 
shown in Fig. 3. The resilience of the arm 15 
tending to separate from the brace 12 serves 
to hold said arm in contact with the loop 14. 
In practical use I mount the device in holes 85 
or depressions 25, formed horizontally in a 
wooden Reft 26. To effect such mount 
ing, I apply compression to the brace 12 
and arm 15, which moves said arm toward 
said brace, and consequently moves the stem 
19 and tongue 20 downward, and the lower 
point of said stem is opposite the extremit 
of the tongue 24. Holding the bars in such 
position, the device is then moved toward 
the Support 26, and the tongue 20, stem. 19, 
tongue 24, and stem 23 are inserted in the 
hole 25 until the shank 21 and loop 14 con 
tact with the forward face of said support, 
and thereupon the manual compression is 
relaxed and the resilience of the arm 15 
causes the points of the tongues 20 24 to 
egg. and bite into the Per and lower 
walls of said hole. Inasmuch as the tongue 
24 is in front of the tongue 20, it will serve 
as a fulcrum when weight is applied to the 
hook 10 or the hook 11 and cause its point, 
as well as the point of the tongue 20, to bite 
still deeper in the wooden support. On ac 
count of the inclination of the tongue 20 and 
the bevel of the rear faces of said tongue and 
the tongue 24itis exceedingly difficult to with 
draw said tongues from E. hole in the sup 
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port so lon 
lations with the support; but immediately 
upon compression of the arm 15 toward the 
brace 12 such biting relations are overcome 

5 and the device can be readily, conveniently, 
and instantaneously detached and removed 
from its support. The loop 14 and shank 
21 also serve as fulcrums in contact with the 
forward face of the support 26, and weight 

Io applied to the hook 11, acting through said 
E. increases the biting tendency of 
the tongue 20 in the support. The same is 
true in the depression or rearward moye. 
ment of hook 10 by reason of weight applied 

I5 thereto, such weight acting through the con 
tact of the loop 14 with the arm 15 a little 
forward of the support. In the use of the de 
vice shown in Fig. 3 similar results are at 
tained, and the device may be more readily 

20 removed by upward tilting of the device, the 
tongue 24" sliding along the lower wall of a 
hole 25 and out of a support. - 
The device preferably is made of a single 

piece of round wire and all its parts integral 
25 and of the same diameter. 

I do not wish to be limited to the use of the device in an approximately horizontal open 
ing in a support, since my invention encom 
passes the structure of the device however 3c it may be mounted. 
I claim as my invention - 
1. As an improved article of manufacture, 

a hat and coat hook made of a single piece of 
wire and formed with parallel stems in con 

35 tiguity to each other, whereby both stems may enter a single relatively small hole, one 

gas they maintain their biting re of said stems of greater length than the other, 
and tongues oppositely extending from said 

i stems, said stems movable relative to each 
other. 

2. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a hat and coat hook formed of a single piece 
of wire and having a loop, an arm slidingly en 
gaging in said loop, stems connected to said, arm and loop respectively, and tongues 45 
formed on the extremities of said stems, one 
of said stems and its tongue movable later 
ally relative to the other stem and its tongue. 

3. As an improved article of manufacture, 
a hat and coat hook formed of a single length 
of wire and bent intermediate of its ends to 
form a hook 10, bent again intermediate of 
its ends to form a hook 11, a brace. 12 con 
necting said hooks, an arm 13 extending tan 
gent of the hook 10, an arm 15 extending 
tangent from the hook 11 and normally at 
right angles to the arm 13, said arm 15 
silient, a loop 14 on the arm 13, a shank 21 
on said loop, a stem 22 on said shank, a 
tongue 24 extending laterally from the ex 
tremity of said stem, a shank 17 on the arm 15 and slidingly traversing said loop, a stem 
19 on said shank 17 and a tongue 20 on the extremity of said stem.19 and extending op 
posite to the tongue 24. " . . . . . . . 
Signed by meat Des Moines, Polk county, 

Iowa, this isth day of November, 1904. 
CHARLES C. RIEFSNYDER. 

Witnesses: 
S.C. SwEET, 
W. E. ELLIs. 
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