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8 Claims. 
The present invention relates to gaiters or 

Spats and has for its object to produce a gaiter 
which when worn will have the appearance of a 
conventional and standard form of gaiter. 
A further object is to improve the fastenings 

by Which the gaiter is held on the foot and to so 
construct them that each fastening will com 
prise a yieldingly extensible member independ 
ently removable when required. 
A further object is to provide means whereby 

the fastenings may be quickly connected and 
disconnected and at the same time concealed 
When on the foot leaving exposed only the simu 
lated buttons of one of the fastening members. 
To the above ends the invention consists of the 

improved gaiter and the devices and combina 
tions of devices as shown in the drawing and as 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
The invention is shown in the accompanying 

drawing in which 
Fig. 1 shows in side elevation a gaiter embody 

ing the invention; 
Fig. 2 shows in full size a fragmentary portion 

of What will be referred to as the under flap, 
parts being broken away to show the underlying 
construction; 

Fig. 3 shows a plan view, partially broken away, 
of one of the ball members of the fastenings 
and extensible connection; 

Fig. 4 shows a horizontal section, Very much 
enlarged, of portions of the overlapping flaps and 
the fastenings, the section being taken on the line 
4-4 in Fig. 1, looking in the direction of the 
arrows in that figure; 

Fig. 5 shows a sectional view taken on the line 
5-5 in Fig. 2, also very much enlarged; 

Fig. 6 shows in side elevation, somewhat en 
larged, the device shown in Fig. 3. 

Similar reference characters will be employed 
to designate corresponding parts. 
As usual in devices of this kind, the side open 

ing is formed by what will be designated gener 
ally as flaps í and 2, the flap , which overlaps 
the flap 2, being specifically referred to as the 
upper flap, and the flap 2 being Specifically 
referred to as the under flap. 
The upper flap i will be provided with a row of 

fastening members 3 permanently affixed thereto 
by the flanges 4 and the heads 5, the fabric of 
the flap f being provided with apertures to 
receive the socket members. The heads 5 which 
show on the outer surface of the flap simulate 
buttons, and if desired to still further simulate 
the ordinary button and button holes of the Con 
ventional gaiter, imitation button holes 6 may 

(C. 36-2) 

be Worked in the fabric projecting from the 
heads 5 forwardly, as indicated in Fig. 1. Upon 
the underSide of the flap f the socket members 
Will present the usual opening to receive the 
Spherical head 7 of the cooperating fastening 
members carried by the under flap 2. 
The Cooperating fastening members 7 are 

riveted or clamped in the usual way to the outer 
ends of elastic straps 8 which are formed of a 
continuous length of elastic webbing doubled 
upon itself and engaging the slot 9 of a metal 
loop 9, Said loop being provided with a hook 

for a purpose to be hereinafter described. 
The free ends of the straps 8 are held together 

by the clamping disks 2 and 3 by which the 
ball members are secured thereto. Between the 
free ends of the elastic connections is a reinforc 
ing metallic plate 4 through which passes the 
shank of the ball members of the fastening. As 
indicated in Fig. 3, this clamping plate extends 
rear Wardly from the ball members not only con 
stituting a reinforcement which assists in hold 
ing the ball members to the elastic strap but also, 
as will be hereinafter set forth, constitutes a 
fulcrum to assist in disconnecting the members 
of the fastenings, and also as a guide for the 
sliding movement of the ball members due to the 
elasticity of the straps to which they are con 
nected when the gaiter is in use. 
The under flap 2 is provided adjacent its free 

edge with a plurality of aligned slots 5 through 
which the elastic connections 8 may be passed, 
thus bringing the ball members to the outer Sur 
face of the under flap 2, these slots also re 
ceiving and guiding the plates 4, as indicated in 
dotted lines in Fig. 2 and as shown in FigS. 4 
and 5. When thus inserted through the slots 
5, the elastic connections will be upon the under 
surface of the flap 2 in position. So that the hooks 

may be engaged with metal loops 6 held by 
textile loops 7 permanently secured in Vertical 
alignment to the under surface of the flap 2 by 
means of a stay 8 which is stitched to the under 
surface of the flap 2, Said Stitching passing 
through the doubled textile loops T. The row of 
metal loops 6 are positioned rearwardly with 
relation to the row of slots 5 so that the elastic 
connections 8 when not under tension will permit 
the projection of the forward ends carrying the 
ball members normally to a point within the 
edge of the under flap 2 and exposed on the 
upper or outer surface thereof to be engaged by 
the sockets upon the under Surface of the upper 
flap. 
The arrangement is such that when the fas 
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2 
tening members are engaged, as shown in Fig. 4, 
the ball members and extensible elastic straps 
Will be covered by the upper flap , the socket 
members being so disposed with relation to the 
edge of the upper flap that the desired elastic 
play or stretch of the elastic connections 8 may 
be effected without moving the flap a sufficient 
distance to expose any part of the fastenings or 
connections carried by the flap 2. Preferably the 
under surface of the flap 2 will be provided with 
a pocket f 9 formed by a strip of material 20 
Stitched along one edge as indicated at 2, and 
at its upper and lower edge as indicated at 22, 
with the inner edge 23 free, thus forming an 
effective covering for the under surface of the 
attachments and fastening members carried by 
the under flap 2, while at the same time per 
mitting access to the detachable hooks and loops 
by which the elastic connections 8 are held in 
place. ? 

The under surface of the upper flap may, if 
desired, carry a flexible reinforcement 24 through 
which the socket members are passed and 
clamped and, if desired, a stay 25 may also be 
employed to secure the reinforcement 24 adjacent 
the edge of the overlapping flap . The gaiter 
will of course be provided with any usual form 
of arch strap 26 passing under the foot in the 
usual manner. 

In use the upper flap f will be brought over 
the edge of the under flap 2 and the ball and 
socket members of the fastenings will be Snapped 
and coupled in the usual manner and, as before 
explained, the fastening of the overlapping flaps 
of the gaiter Will conceal all parts of the fasten 
ings excepting the heads 5 of the socket members 
which will be exposed on the outer surface of 
the flap to simulate buttons. In uncoupling 
the members it is only necessary to take hold of 
the outer flap f near the top, and pull forward 
thereon. This will disconnect the ball and Socket 
fastenings and that result is greatly facilitated 
by reason of the plates 4 which, as before stated, 
act as fulcrums and provide considerable lever 
age, resisting the bending movement of the ball 
members which might result from the forcing 
forwardly of the edge of the flap , thus causing 
the ball members to snap out of the socket mem 
bers rather freely under the strain imparted to 
the edge of the upper flap . The arrangement 
of course forms a secure but yielding connection 
and one in which independent ball members may 
be removed and replaced as required, either for 
cleaning the gaiter or for inserting new elastic 
connections, and while they are each free to yield 
under the stress produced by the bending of the 
ankle while walking, nevertheless the character 
of the fastenings will be effectually covered and 
hidden by the overlapping outer flap. 

I claim: 
1. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 

flaps, the outer flap being provided upon its outer 
Surface parallel to its edge With a row of simu 
lated buttons each carrying a Socket member at 
its inner face, said socket member opening upon 
the under surface of the outer flap, the inner 
flap being provided with a row of ball members 
positioned upon its outer surface adjacent to but 
Wholly within the edge thereof to be engaged 
With the Socket members of the outer flap, each 
of Said ball members being secured to the outer 
end of One of a group of independent elastic 
Straps mounted upon the under surface of the 
inner flap and each of said straps being inde 

2,078,550 
pendently and detachably connected at its 
end to the inner flap. 

2. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
flaps, the outer flap being provided upon its outer 
Surface parallel to its edge with a row of simu 
lated buttons each carrying a socket member at 
its inner face, Said socket member opening upon 
the under surface of the outer flap, the inner 
flap being provided with a row of ball members 
positioned upon its outer Surface adjacent to but 
Wholly within the edge thereof to be engaged 
with the socket members of the outer flap, each 
of Said ball members being mounted on the outer 
end of one of a group of independent elastic 

inner 

Straps mounted upon the under Surface of the 
inner flap and each being independently and de 
tachably connected at its inner end with the inner 
flap; the inner flap being provided with aligned 
slots adjacent its free edge with the ends of the 
elastic Straps and the ball members extended 
through and beyond said slots from the inner to 
the outer Surface and means to stiffen said elastic 
straps to guide their movement through the slots. 

3. A gaiter or spat as defined in claim 2, in 
Which the stiffening means is carried by the elas 
tic straps with the ball members secured thereto, 
Said stiffening means extending through said slot 
and rearwardly of the ball members. 

4. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
flaps, the outer flap being provided upon its outer 
Surface parallel to its edge with a row of simu 
lated buttons each carrying a socket member at 
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its inner face opening upon the under surface of 
the flap, the inner flap being provided with a 
row of ball members exposed upon its outer sur 
face adjacent to but wholly within the edge 
thereof to be engaged with the socket members 
of the outer flap, each of said ball members be 
ing mounted on the outer end of one of a group 
of independent elastic straps mounted upon the 
under surface of the inner flap and each being 
detachably connected at its inner end with the 
inner flap; the ball members being normally po 
Sitioned closely adjacent to but within the edge 
of the inner flap with the edge of the outer 
flap extending rearwardly beyond the socket 
members when overlapping the inner flap to 
cover and hide the ball members and the straps 
carried by the inner flap while permitting ex 
tensible movement thereof. 

5. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
flaps, the Outer flap being provided upon its outer 
Surface parallel to its edge but at a substantial 
distance therefrom with a row of simulated but 
tons, each provided with one member of a fas 
tener disposed upon the inner surface of the 
Outer flap, the inner flap being provided with a 
row of complementary fastener members, each of 
Said members being mounted on one of a group 
of independent elastic extensible connections in 
dependently and detachably connected to the in 
ner flap at their inner ends. . . . 

6. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
flaps, the outer flap being provided upon its outer 
Surface parallel to its edge but at a substantial 
distance therefrom with a row of simulated 
buttons, each provided with one member of a 
fastener disposed upon the inner surface of the 
Outer flap, the inner flap being provided 
With a row of complementary fastener members, 
each of Said members being mounted on one of 
a group of independent elastic extensible con 
nections independently and detachably connected 
to the inner flap at their inner ends, with the 
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yond the fastener members and simulated but 
tons to cover and protect the complementary 
fastener members and the extensible connections 
thereof while permitting the extensible move 

5 ment thereof when the fastener members are 
connected with each other. 

7. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
flaps, one of the flaps being provided with in 
dependent elastic straps, a fastener member at 

10 the outer end of each of said straps and inde 
pendently detachable connections at the inner 
end of Said straps to attach Said straps to the 
flap, and fastener members carried by the other 
flap to be engaged by the fastener members car 

15 ried by the elastic straps, Said fastener members 
being so positioned with relation to the edges of 
the overlapping flaps as to be entirely Concealed 
When connected With each other. 

8. A gaiter or spat comprising overlapping 
20 flaps, the Outer flap being provided upon its 

Outer surface parallel to its edge with a row of 

3 
simulated buttons each carrying a socket mem 
ber at its inner face, said socket member open 
ing upon the under surface of the outer flap, 
the inner flap being provided with a row of ball 
members positioned upon its Outer Surface ad 
jacent to but wholly within the edge thereof to be 
engaged with the Socket members of the outer 
flap, each of said ball members being mounted 
on the outer end of one of a group of independ 
ent elastic straps Secured to the under surface of 
the inner flap at their inner ends, the inner flap 
being provided with aligned slots adjacent its 
free edge with the ends of the elastic straps car 
rying the ball members extended through and 
beyond Said slots from the inner to the outer Sur 
face of Said flap and having a sliding movement 
therein, and Stiffening and reinforcing plates se 
Cured to Said elastic straps to guide the sliding 
movement of the straps through the slots. 
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