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To ?ell auhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ANTHONY C. GERTH, a 

citizen of the United States of America, and 
a resident of Cincinnati, county of Hamilton, 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Shifting Tops for 
Carriages, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to detachable car 

riage-tops for vehicles. One of its objects is 
to provide means whereby the carriage-top 
may be readily and firmly attached when de 
sired and conveniently detached and laid 
aside when not required. 
Another object is to provide means for re 

sisting the strain due to heavy winds upon 
the top. 
Another object is to provide means for 

firmly and effectually locking the detached 
portions to the body of the vehicle. 

It further consists in certain details, all of 
which will be more fully set forth in the de 
Scription of the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a vehicle 
body with my improvements mounted there 
on. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the vehicle-seat 
with the top detached. Fig. 3 is a similar 
view to Fig. 2, showing the yoke-frame of the 
carriage-top locked in position thereon. Fig. 
4 is a detail perspective view of a portion of 
the yoke-frame. Fig. 5 is a detail sectional 
view on line of Fig. 3. . 

In the accompanying drawings, A repre 
sents the vehicle-body; B, the seat-frame; 
bb', the brackets by means of which the car 
riage-top is attached to the seat-frame. 
The detachable top consists of a U-shaped 

or yoke-shaped frame C, provided with the 
usual journal-pins c at the sides, front, and 
rear, to which the usual arms d are pivoted 
to the top d', d' representing the jointed or 
brace rods by means of which the top is held 
in an extended position. 
As shown in Fig. 2, the brackets b overhang 

the seat-frame B and are provided with 
openings b and slots b, leading therefrom, 
the openings b” being large enough to permit 
the introduction of the heads c' of the pins 
c”, which project downward from the yoke 
frame C, while the slot b is adapted to em 
brace the neck c* of the pins c. c' represent 
leaf-springs attached to the inside of the 
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frame C, provided with downwardly-project 
ing lugs c”, which when the neck c is forced 
into the slot b spring into the openings b° to 
lock the pins c' in place, as shown in Fig. 5. 
c" represents pins similar to pins cat the rear 
end of theyoke-frame c, which enter slots bin 
the yoke carrying the brackets b', the pins c' 
being locked in position against vertical 
movement by means of the heads c and be 
ing locked against detachment from the slots 
b' by the introduction of the pins c into the 
recesses band the locking of the same by the 
spring c" and its lug c. 

It will be noted that the slots b' enter from 
the rear of the brackets b'. Thus the yoke 
frame C and the top may be set upon the 
bracket b' and slipped forward until the neck 
of the pins c' enter the slots b, after which 
the pins c' may be forced through the open 
ings band locked in position by the spring c". 

his arrangement insures a firm attach 
ment of the frame C at the rear end of the 
seat-frame B and prevents any yielding of 
the frame C, due to side strains from wind or 
movements of the vehicle-body, while the at 
tachment of the frame C to the brackets b, as 
above described, holds the pins c' firmly in 
place in the bracket b', and lugs c spring into 
place to lock the pins c” in place automatic 
ally as soon as the forward end of the yoke 
frame is spread to force the neck of the pin c 
into the recess b, requiring no special atten 
tion on the part of the operator except to 
spread the forward end of the frame C to 
force the neck of the pins into the recesses b. 
The automatic action of the springs c 

greatly facilitates the adjusting of the frame 
C to position, particularly where the same is 
to be done by one person. This spring also 
prevents the accidental unfastening of the 
yoke-frame C from the seat-body and pre 
vents the rattling of the parts and permits 
the carriage-top to be quickly and readily at 
tached or detached. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. In an article of the character indicated, 

a frame having forward and rear brackets 
from the sides thereof, rearwardly-opening 
slots in the rear brackets and holes pierced in 
the forward brackets, a yoke-frame provided 
with downwardly-projecting pins, said pins 
having necks to engage the slots and holes of 
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the brackets, and spring-actuatedlugs adapt-ing ends and reduced necks to enter the slots 
ed to enter said holes in the forward brackets in the respective brackets, and spring-actu 
to lock the pins in place. 

2. In an article of the character indicated, 
5 a frame having forward and rear brackets 

projecting outward from the sides thereof, 
rearwardly-opening slots in the rear brackets 
and holes having side slots pierced in the for 
ward brackets, a frame carrying the vehicle 

Io top, provided with downwardly-projecting 
pins, said pins having heads at their project 

ated lugs carried by said frame and located 
at the sides of the forward pins to enter the 
holes in the forward brackets alongside the 
pins when the pins enter the slots in the for 
ward brackets. 

ANTHONY C. GERTH, 
Witnesses: 

HARRY T. BECKER, 
WALTER F. MURRAY. 


