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'This invention relates to a combined key case
and flashlight,

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a combination key cage and flashlight in
which the keys will automatically fiow out of the
case when the cover is opened.

It is another object of the invention to provide
a flashlight for use with a key case which can
be used independently while the keys are still
within the case or wherein the keys as they are
extracted from the ease will automatically turn
on the flashiight, -

It is another object of the invention to provide
a combined key case and flashlight which is of
simple construetion, efficient in use, and of little
expense to manufacture.

According to. the invention, the case has an
opening in one end with a eover or door pivotable
from. one edge to extend over the opening to con-
fine the keys therewithin. At one side of the
case is a compartment for storing & small battery
and a flash light bulb and socket. Externally of
the case there is'a button for turning on the light.
The keys are mounted on a slide and contained
in & key compartment and as the door is opened
the slide will automatieally slide out of the com-
partment. Automatic means adapted to be en-
gaged by the key side serves to turn on the light
switeh.,

For furthier comprehension of the invention,
and of the obiects and advantages thereof, ref-
erence will be had te the following description and
accompanying drawings, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the combined key
case and flaghlight embodying the features of the
present invention, the key door being closed and
the case extending upright.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the key case
with the door open and the key extended.

Fig. 3 iz a longitudinal cross sectional view,
taken glong the line 3—3 of Fig, 1, looking in the
direction of the arrows thereof.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged transverse cross sectional
view, taken along the line £—4 of Fig. 2, locking
in the direction of the arrows thereof.

Fig. 5 is an elevational view with portions
broken away to show the light compartment and
with the switch moved to the on position.

Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of one of the
slides removed from the key compartment.
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Fig. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of the
ring and related elements per se.

Referring now to the figures, 10 represents a
key case having a key compartment I{ and a
flashlight compartment 2. An opening is pro-
vided at one end of the case and at the end of
the compartments throvgh which keys 13 or lamp
bulb 1§ can be extracted or withdrawn. This
opening is closed by a door: 15 hinged to one side
of the case, as indicated at 6, and having g detent
or spring {7 adapted to. cooperate with the inner
wall of the case #§ within the compartment 12.
This detent is not too strong to prevent the door
from being opened at timhes by a shake of the
keys and their weight being foreed upon the door.

The case [0 has. a bottom 208 closing the com-
partment |I, and the compartment 12 has a
threaded opening 21 at the bottom. A threaded
plug 22 is mounted in the opening 21 to retain
a battery 23 in the compartment 12 in a position
abutting a socket terminal 24 of the lamp bulb 14,
A terminal strip 25 is placed into the compart-
ment 12 ghead of the plug. This strip 25 is angled
and g round projection 26 on the inner end of the
plug 22 urges the strip against the battery end.
The other terminal of the bulb socket takes the
form of a plate 27, A switehr slide 28 is car-
ried within the eompartment 12 and a button 2§
exfends through an elongated opening 31 on the
edge of -the case.” Omne end of the slide stays in
erigagemerit: with the strip 25, and to illuminate
the lamp bulb t4 the other ernd of the slide 2§ is
moved into contact with plate 27.

Extending from the compartment 12 and con-
nected with the switch slide 28 is a ring 32 in-
cluding a U-shiaped yoke having legs 33 extend-
ing across key slots 84 in which rides the key
slide 35. The slots 34 are in opposite sides of the
compartment 1l and are of T-shape in c¢ross-
section to receive heads 36 of the slide 35. The
heads may be inserted into. the slots 34 throuzh
the end holes 34". An S-shaped hook 37 is con-
nected tc the slide and g ring 38 on the key 12
connects the key with the other end of the 8-
shaped.hook 37. A projection t5” on the door I8
will engage the portion 33 and return the switch
slide 28 to its off position.

The U-shaped yoke has its intermediate eross
piece 332 adjacent a slot 33° between the compart-
ments, and the cross-piece 332 and the ring 32 are
connected by an integral bar 33¢ which extends
through the slot 33b.

When it is desired to use the key, the key abuts
the door 15 to open the same and slides out of the
compartment ii. The slide 35 will engage the
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projections 33 to cause the switch slide 28 to turn
on the lamp bulb 4. The door i5 has an open-
ing 39 which surrounds and supports the outer
extremity of the bulb 14 in the closed position of
the door 15, as shown in full lines in Fig. 3.

‘While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre-
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right
is reserved to all changes and modifications com-
ing within the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. A combined flashlight and key case com-
prising a casing having two parallel compart-
ments open at one end, and a hinged door clos-
ing said end, said compartments having a com-
mon wall provided with a slot therein, flashlight
elements in one of said compartments including
a light bulb, a battery and circuit means con-
necting said bulb and battery including a slide
switch having an operating button disposed ex-
teriorly of said one compartment for manually
lighting said bulb, said other compartment hav-
ing opposed dove~tail guides in its side walls, a
cross-bar having heads slidably disposed in said
guides, a key connected to said cross-bar and
adapted to be inserted in and ejected from said
other compartment, movement of said key being
accompanied by movement of said cross-bar,
said door having a springy detent depending
from its inner side and engaging the inner face
of said one compartment for normally holding
said door shut, the holding force of said detent
being such as to permit it to be overcome by
shaking of said key in other compartment to ex-
ert a force against said door emanating from
blows by said key against said door, and means
for effecting automatic lighting of said bulb upon
ejection of said key including a ring surrounding
said battery and secured to said switch for mov-
ing same, a U-shaped yoke having its legs ex-
tending to said guides, the cross-piece of said
yoke being adjacent said slot, and a bar connect-
ing said cross-piece and ring whereby outward
movement of said cross-bar due to ejection of
said key will cause the abutment of said cross-
bar and yoke and movement of said yoke to move
said switch to light said bulb automatically, said
cover having a hole in line with said bulb for
supporting the outer end of the bulb in the closed
position of the cover.

2. A combined flashlight and key case com-
prising a casing having two parallel compart-
ments open at one end, and a hinged door clos-
ing said end, said compartments having a com-
mon wall provided with a slot therein, flashlight
elements in one of said compartments including
a light bulb, a battery and circuit means con-
necting said bulb and battery including a slide
switch having an operating button disposed ex-
teriorly of said one compartment for manually
lighting said bulb, said other compartment hav-
ing opposed dove-tail guides in its side walls, a
cross-bar having heads slidably disposed in said
guides, a key connected to said cross-bar and
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adapted to be inserted in and ejected from said
other compartment, movement of said key being
accompanied by movement of said cross-bar, said
door having a springy detent depending from its
inner side and engaging the inner face of said
one compartment for normally holding said door
shut, the holding force of said detent being such
as to permit it to be overcome by shaking of said
key in other compartment to exert a force against
said door emanating from  blows by said key
against said door, and means for effecting auto-
matic lighting of said bulb upon ejection of said
key including a ring surrounding said battery
and secured to said switch for moving same, a
U-shaped yoke having its legs extending to said
guides, the cross-piece of said yoke being adja-
cent said slot, and a bar connecting said cross-
piece and ring whereby outward movement of
said cross-bar due to ejection of said key will
cause the abutment of said cross-bar and yoke
and movement of said yoke to move said switch
to light said bulb autmatically, said cover hav-
ing a hole in line with said bulb for supporting
the outer end of the bulb in the closed position
of the cover, and an inwardly extending projec-
tion on said cover adapted to extend into said
other compartment along said common wall to
engage said yoke to move said switch to off posi-
tion upon closing of said cover.

3. In a combined flashlight and key case, a cas-
ing having parallel compartments one for a key
and the other for flashlight elements and open
at one end, said compartments being separated
by a transverse wall formed with a slot, flash-
light elements in said other compartment and in-
cluding a hulb, a battery and a slide switch hav-
ing an operating button disposed exteriorly of
said other compartment for manually moving
said slide switch to illuminate said bulb, 2
hingedly mounted door closing the open end of
said casing, a projection on the inner face of said
door and extending into said one compartment,
a ring mounted on said slide switch and sur-
rounding said battery, a slidable yoke in said one
compartment, and. a, bar integrally formed with
said yoke and ring and extended through said
slot to cause said yoke to be moved to a position
in the path traversed by said projection when
the door is closed when said switch operating
button is moved to move said slide switch to
illuminate said bulb, whereby when -said bulb is
lit with said door open the act of closing said
door will cause said projection to engage said
yoke and move the yoke and in turn said ring
and said slide switch to turn off said bulb.
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