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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I; EPHRAIM D. WEATH-

ERBEE, of the city and county of Worcester,
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-
proved Cork-Fastener for Bottles, of which
the following is a specification:
. My invention relates to that class of fast-
eners that are used by swinging or turning
off from the top of the cork to release it, and
turned on when the bottles are filled and the
cork put in place.

It is designed to form a more secure holder
or favste.ler, and prevent the eanting or I‘lblng

up of one side and escape of the gas, asis

frequently the case in the common form when
the wire of either side rests -on a flaw or de-
fective place in the cork, and to do this by
the use of two arms resting on the cork, and
a cross-bar over them crossing over the cen-
ter of the cork, or nearly so.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 shows a
cork-fasteuer as in use embodying my inven-
Fig. 3 shows a top view of the same,
Fig. 2 showing the position of the parts just
* Detore taking away the plunger.

A is the (,ork B, the bottle. C C’ are the
two arms, formed near the ends of the wire,
the middle of which forms the bar D, wliich
crosses over'the arms C ¢/, aud the interme:
diate parts form loops, one on each side, by
means of which it is jointed and secured to
the neck of the bottle, as at Ii. A small part
of the ends of the arms C C/ are turned in-
ward and slightly downward, as at ¢ ¢, to give
a smooth finish, and prevent the fastener be-
-ing pushed too far on. These should not meet
and jnterfere with the two arms springing to-
gether when the plunger is removed. The
loops at the sides, by their continuation down
to the connection at the neck of the bottle,
form a pair of springs on each side, and give
a twofold spring action to the parts, viz., that
of the two arms C C/ toward and from each
other, and that of the bar D foward and from
them.

Thus in operation, the fastener being off,
as at F, the bottle is filled, and the cork is
forced in by the plunger in the usual way,
The operator turns up the fastener, and presses
it on by pressing against the ends ¢e. The

‘two arms C C/ open a little, and pass each
side of the plunger, while the bar D is stopped

by it, as shown in Fig. 2, the springs allow-
ing C O’ to be pushed clear on the plunger
now beingremoved from thecork, The springs
press the arws C C’ toward each other, and
at the same time force the bar D to a more
central position.

It will be seen that the spring - pressure on
the arms C (' holds against the tendency to
strip, so common in fasteners when they hap-
pen to bear on a defective part of the cork,
resalting in the canting or rising up of one
side and the escape of the gas. This is also
prevented in my invention by the bar D,
against which the cork will hit and be held
before it can rise more than the thickness of
the arms C U, which may be flattened, if

thought best. .

The bar D is shown with a slight curve.
This is not essential, as a straight form will
work well, the spring action bringing it over
the central part of the cork.

A curved form may be more convenient
where a very stiff one is wanted; and the arms
C ¢/ may be made parallel, if dEblI’ed though
I prefer them slightly econverging.

What I claim as new is—

1. A cork-fastener, formed as shown, hav-
ing two parts, C ¢/, passing under a third, D,
and making an H form around the plunger,
and bearing on the top of the cork, and suit-
ably jointed and secured to the neck of the
bottle, substantially as above set forth.

2. A cork-fastener, composed of two parts,
having a third or top bar crossing them on
the top of the cork, and connected to them
by spring-connections at the sides, so as to

“yield slightly when the fastener is forced on

beyond the plunger, and to spring into a cen-
tral position when the planger is removed, the

“whole suitably jointed and connected to the

neck of the bottle, substantially as above de-
seribed.

3.. A cork-fastener, consisting of the com-
bination of two or more separate bearing
parts, which spring apart to pass the plunger,
allowing them to be pressed on while the cork
is held by the plunger, all suitably connected
to the neck of the bottle.
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