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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ScHUYLER. R. ScHAFF, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Louisville, in the county 
and State of Kentucky, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Guy 
Anchors, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in land anchors, and more particu 
larly to that type adapted for use in the 
anchoring of guy wires, for telephone poles, 
telegraph poles and other structures. 
My improved construction includes a body 

portion and one or more anchor blades car 
ried thereby and movable in respect thereto, 
so as to lie closely adjacent to the body por 
tion when the anchor is inserted in the 
ground and spread out into the surrounding 
ground and effectively prevent the removal 
of the anchor upon a movement of the lat 
ter in the reverse direction. 

... The main feature of my invention in 
vovles the construction of these anchor. 
blades and the means for attaching them 
to the body portion. The anchor blades are 
formed of elastic resilient material and nor 
mally extend upwardly and outwardly from 
the body portion. The elasticity is such that 
when the anchor is forced into the ground, 
the blades may bend and assume positions 
closely adjacent to the body, while the re 
siliency is such that as the body tends to 
move in the opposite direction, the blades 
will be forced outwardly into the ground 
and present greatly increased gripping sur 
faces. 
By means of my invention, I greatly re 

duce the cost of manufacture of the anchor, 
as I avoid the necessity of machining any 
of the parts and avoid the use of all pivot 
pins or other hinge connections. secure 
a more even distribution of strain on the 
several anchor blades, as each blade may 
bend or give to a different extent, and assume 
its proper proportion of the load. This is a 
very marked advantage over that type of 
construction in which the blades are pivoted 
and swing into engagement with stops, as 
in the last mentioned construction; the en 
gagement of one anchor blade with a stone 
or other solid and relatively immovable ob 
ject will cause that blade to take all of the 
load, while the others are resting in loose 
earth. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have 

of Jefferson 

illustrated one embodiment of my inven 
tion, but I wish it particularly understood 
that various changes may be made within 
the spirit of my invention and without 
departing from the scope of the claims. 
Therefore, I desire the form shown in the 
drawings to be considered in an illustrative 
rather than in a limiting sense. 

In these drawings, in which similar ref 
erence characters indicate corresponding 
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parts in the several views; Figure 1 is a side 
elevation of a guy anchor constructed in 
accordance with my invention, the parts be 
ing in the position which they assume while 
the anchor is being forced into the ground; 
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, except that 
it shows the parts in the position which they 
assume when an upward strain is applied to 
the anchor; and Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of the anchor as it appears removed from the ground. 

In the specific form illustrated, the anchor 
includes a body portion 10, having a sharp 
point or head 11 at its lower end, and an eye 
12 at its upper end for the attachment of 
the guy wire or other member to be held. 
Along the length thereof, and particularly 
adjacent to the lower end I provide a plu 
rality of anchor blades, which, as previously 
stated, involve the main feature of my in 
vention. Each blade extends upwardly and 
outwardly from the body portion 10, and 
normally assumes a position substantially as 
shown in Fig. 3. The lower end of the blade 
is rigidly secured to the side of the body 
portion, and the blade has such resiliency 
that the upper or free end may move toward 
and from the adjacent face of the body por 
tion preferably nearly if not entirely into 
engagement with the body, by reason of the 
pressure of the earth against the outer sur 
face of the blade during the driving of the 
anchor into place, and out into the earth 
when a pulling strain is applied to the up 
per end of the anchor. In its preferred em 
bodiment, each blade includes a strip or 
plate 18 of spring metal, and a second and 
shorter strip or plate 14 of the same mate 
rial. The shorter strip or plate engages 
with the outer lower surface of the plate 13 
so as to act as a reinforcement for the latter. 
The two plates, at their lower ends, are rig 
idly secured to the body in any suitable 
manner, as for instance, by rivets 15. By 
forming each blade of two separate strips 
or plates, and with the inner strip or plate 
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longer, the upper end will have the greater 
resiliency and the outer plate Will act as a 
reinforcement for the base. Instead of forming the blade of two separate plates, it 
is, of course, evident that a similar result might be secured by using a single strip, of 
varying thickness, the greater thickness be: 
ing at the base. In some constructions, it may not be necessary to provide any rein 
forcement or increased thickness at the base. 
In the specific construction, I have shown, 
the body portion is square in cross-section, 
with each of the four sides provided with a 
separate anchor blade and with blades on 
opposite sides at substantially the same dis: 
tance from the end of the anchor. It is, of. 
course, evident that the body might be of 
any other desired cross-sectional form, and 
that a greater or lesser number of blades 
could be employed. 

in using my improved anchor, the pointed 
end may be forced directly into the ground 
to the desired extent, and without the pre 
liminary boring or digging of a hole, al 
though of course, if the ground be particu 
larly hard or stony, a hole might be dug into 
which the anchor could be placed. The 
anchor is particularly useful where the earth 
is sufficiently soft to permit the anchor to be 
driven into place, and the elasticity and re 
siliency of the blades is such as to facilitate 
the driving of the anchor into place, and at 
the same time to prevent its withdrawal 
upon the application of an upward or pull 
ing strain. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is:- 
1. A guy anchor including a body portion 

and an anchor blade, said anchor blade hav 

1,153,460, 

i:g its lower end rigidly secured to the side 
of said body portion and having its opposite 
end extending upwardly and outwardly at 
an angle to said body portion, said anchor 
blade being formed of resilient material 
whereby the upper or free end may move 
toward the body portion as the anchor is 
forced into the ground and may swing out 
Wardly into the ground as the anchor is 
moved in the opposite direction. 

2. A guy anchor including a body portion 
and an anchor blade, said blade including a 
resilient strip or plate having its lower end 
rigidly secured to said body portion and 
having its upper end normally spaced from 
and movable toward and from said body 
portion, and a reinforcing strip secured rig 
idly to said body portion and engaging with 
the outer surface of said strip or plate along 
the lower portion of the latter. 

3. A guy anchor including a body portion 
and a plurality of anchor blades each 
formed of resilient material and having its 
lower end rigidly secured to said body por 
tion and its upper end spaced from and 
movable toward and from said body portion, 
said anchor blades being arranged in pairs 
on diametrically opposed sides of said body 
portion, and successive pairs being secured 
a spaced points along the length of the 
body portion and upon different sides 
thereof. 
Signed at Louisville, in the county of Jef 

ferson and State of Kentucky, this 28th day 
of August A. D. 1914. 

SCHUYLER REN WICK SCHAFF. 
Witnesses: 

NELLIE M. ToTTEN, 
JoHN H. LEWELLAN. 
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