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This invention relates to garment hangers, and
has for its object an improved organization of
parts particularly adapted for the eifficient ang
non-wrinkling storage of trousers, which, with
the hanger, are designed to be supported either
from a hook or bar or attached to a wall, with
the ‘lower ‘edge of the trouser legs seized by the
device of this invention, while the normally upper
portion of the trousers hangs downwardly at the
bottom.

Unlike some garment hangers of which I am
aware, the improved combination of parts herein
disclosed is particularly designed for permanent
installation, as for example, in the closet of a
hotel room, the trousers being placed in support-
able relation thereto while held in the hands of
the user, as contrasted with the initial attachment
of some sort of supporting device to the garment,
while the latter is temporarily rested upon a table,
bed, or similar convenient support out in the room,

‘and thereafter moved with its then attached

hanger to a designed storage place within the

‘closet.,

By the use of my improved device I am enabled
to entirely do without springs or similar resilient
component parts of the hanger, which may he
used indefinitely accordingly without wear; and
its permanent attachment within a closet or simi-
lar storage place prevents the intentional or unin-
tentional carrying away of the hanger by the user
when his occupancy of the room is at an end.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of my im-

roved device with selected portions of the shell

- or frame thereof removed to permit clearer illus-

tration of the working parts supported there-
within. ‘

Figure 2'is a plan view of my device from above.

Figure 3 is an elevational view partly in section,
taken along the line 3—3 of Figure 1, and locking
in tHe direction of the arrows there shown.

Tigure 4 is an elevational view of a slightly
medified forra of my improved device.

Tigure 5'is a partly sectional view, taken along
the line 5—5 of Figure 4 and looking in the direc-
tion of the arrows there shown.

Figiire 6 is a fragmentary perspective illus-
tiating in further detail my preferred means for

“effecting the operative action of the swinging arm

portion of the construction shown in Figures 4
and 5.

Aindicates a supporting frame work or bracket
designed for attachment at a selected point upon
the wall of a closet or room in any suitable man-
ner, as, for example, by screws or even nails, and
A’ indicates a depending integral hook portion

“thereof which may-be made to serve for any pur-

pose which an ordingrily ‘independent hook in.a
room may be called upon for. That portion of
the frame which projects outwardly from the wall

(Cl. 223—68)

when the device is installed may be looked upon
as comprising two arms or branches, as B and C,
which are held in desired spaced relation by the
pivet bolts or stemn pieces D and ¥. The outer
end of either or both arms may if desired be in-
dented or cut away as shown at B’ for the pendent
support of a coat hanger or similar article or
even a coat, in front of the trouser-supporting
frame.

Each of the bracket pieces B and C has a de-
pending portion, which in elevational Figure 1 I
have designated by the character B, between which
these bolts or stems D and F extend for the piv-
cted or hinged support of a pair of U-shaped
arms, as G and H, the free or end portions of each
arm rotatably engaging about their respective
supporting stems D -and . As brought out par-
ticularly in Figures 1 and 2, these arms, while
reaching toward one another, do not themselves
terminally meet, each being provided with an at-
tached bar or straightening face, as J and K,
which extend substantially the width of the space
comprised between brackets B and C or even be-
yond, depending on the width of the trouser legs

which are to be supported, but ordinarily they g

should not in themselves more than lightly touch
when the device is not in use, since there is de-
signed to be interposed between them the fabric
layers L comprising the lower edge of the trouser
legs. It will be noted that the elevation of these
bars J and K, when the swinging arms B and C
sre in the position shown in Figure 1, is generally
above the level of the points of pivoting afforded
by the stems D and ¥, so that even without the
trouser legs being placed between them, they can
never fall below the level illustrated in Figure 1,
and as to the meeting surfaces of the bars J
and K it is preferable, though not essential, that
each be slightly hollowed out, as indicated at Q
in Figure 2, to allow for the increased thick- .
nass of the fabric at the point of location of the
seams in the trouser legs.

When it is desired to position the lower edges
of the legs of a pair of trousers befween the bars
J and K, it is merely necessary to exert a lifting .
influence upon their lower faces which may, if
desired, be done with the hand wherein the trou-
sers are held, until these members swing to the
position indicated at J’ and K’ in Figure 1, and
after the installation of the fabric trouser legs be-
tween them, to allow them to fall by gravity until
they frictionally engage the outer surface of the
trouser legs to the point of adeguate support. In-
cident to the raising of these pivoted arms, how-
pver, link members respectively connected with
them serve to additionally set up the cooperating
action described as to the arms G-and H. The
members connected with these latter at their lJow-
er ends comprise the elbowed or curved link mem-

‘pers M and N, and these-are in turn pivotally
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2
connected at their upper ends with the lever P
which latter is pivotally supported at one end by
the frame through the medium of the stud S,
while the points of attachment of the upper ends
of the levers M and N thereto are shown at the
points R, near its center, and the point T near its
free-swinging end respectively. The action of
these link and lever members upon their respec-
tive pivot arms B and C is that of slight resistance
to the manually-induced rise thiereoi, and of
accelerated return thereof tc their full line posi-
tion shown in the bottom portion of Figure 1, thus
imparting a fabric-engaging movement to each
arm cooperatively with the other due to their
weight and that of the lever P, which resulls in
a very firm seizure of the trouser leg or similar
fabric interposed between the bars J and K. Of
course to release the trousers from this seizure by
the bars J and K, their manual lifting is first in-
dulged in, so as to space the bars J and K the de-
sired distances from one another, before the with-
drawal of the fabric from between them is at-
tempted.

In the modified form of construction shown in
Figures 4, 5, and 6, that one of the fabric-engag-
ing bars, as Z, which is located farthest out from
the supporting wall surface, corresponding in lo-
cation to the bar K of Figure 1 is supported di-
rectly from two over-engaging frame pieces as V
and V’, while the cooperating fabric-engaging
bar as Y is supported, similarly to the bar J of
Figure 1, from the central portion of a U-shaped,
swingable lever X, through whose ends passes the
pivot rod W. This latter might properly be
spoken of as a floating pivot, since its ends en-
gage in the slots W’ and W? in the projecting
ear or flange portions U’ of the frame V. Between
this pivot rod W and the adjacent face of the
frame U there is positioned a cam-faced lever O,
which is pivoted by the pin O’ to the face of the
frame U, with a handle portion as O2? projecting
upward for manual seizure and cperation. From
the sides of the generally circular body of this
lever member C project outwardly a pair of re-
versely-directed cam faces as O3 and O%, whose
variant frictional engagement against the float-
ing pivot W, as determined by the degree and di-
rection of manually-induced swing of the handle
02, determines the position of the floating pivotl’s
ends in the slots W’ and W2. Thus the ultimate
operative propinquity of the fabric-engaging bars
Y and Z may be regulated according to the expect-
ed thickness of the fabric mass constituted by the
trouser legs which is to ke frictionally held be-
tween them. The upward swing of the arm X
results in the creation of a space between which
the trouser legs are placed, and thereafter the
drawing down of the pivoted armx X so that its
bar Y engages against one face of the thus
interposed mass of fabric effects the frictional
support of the latter between the bars Y and Z in
the same general manner as is effected by the
mechanism first described.

This modificaticn in the axial peint of swing
of the fabric bar lever might, under some cir-
cumstances, be found useful in connection with
the form of device shown in Figure 1, and I have
indicated this possibilily by the dotted-in ellipse
or slot D’ in that figure. Thus the form of de-
vice illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 inclusive might
e spoken of as embodying a double-lever action,
while the modified form shown in Figures 4, 5 and
6 might be characterized as a single-lever mecha-
nism; both, however, center their action about
the frictional seizure of the interposed fahric
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mass between their bars, J and K in the one casé,
and Y and Z in the other.

What I claim is:

1. A hanger for trousers or similar garments,
comprising, in combination with a supporting
frame, a pair of alignedly pivoted arms terminal-
ly extending toward one another froin opposite
sides of the frame, a link member operatively
connected with each of said armms and adapted to
be lifted by the induced upward swing of its con-
nected arm, and article-engaging cross bars car-
ried on the outer ends of said arms in position to
frictionally engage and hold an interposed article
between them when the arms are in lowered posi-
tion.

2. In a trousers hanger, in combination with a
frame, a pair of arms pivotally supported frony op-
posite sides of said frame in position for their
free ends to approach one another when in Iow-
ered position, fabric-engaging pieces positioned
transversely of the end of each arm, and link and
lever members connected with each of said arms
whereby their manually induced upward swing
is opposed by the operative action of said link
and lever members thereupon.

3. In combination with a frame, a pluralily of
series of cpposedly positioned link and lever sys-
tems one of whose component members swings
with its free end toward but not into contact with
the corresponding part of the other system, and
fabric-engaging bars carried on said free outer
ends of said members whereby an interposed
fabric mass is frictionally engaged and held be-
tween them in desired horizontally extended posi-
tion.

4. In a trousers hanger, in combination with a
frame and a pair of pivoted arm members sup-
ported thereby in terminally cpposing relation to
one another for the removabhle pendent suspen-
sion of the fabric article between their otherwise
meeting ends, a weighting lever also pivotally sup-
ported by said frame, and link members opera-
tively connecting each of said piveted arm mem-
bers with said weighting lever, whereby the tend-
ency of said pivoted arm members toward move-
ment to their lowermost position is aided.

5. A trousers hanger, having, in combination
with a frame adapted to be supported from a wall
surface, a pair of pivoted arm members supported
by said frame in position of potential terminal
swing toward and away from one another, link
members connected at their lower ends with one
or the other of said piveted arin members, and a
pivoted lever member supported by said frame
and with which each of said links members is also
operatively connected, whereby a downwardly di-
rected influence is exerted upon said pivoted arm
members.

6. In a garment hanger, a back plate, a lever
hinged thereto for substantially vertical swinging
movement, a transverse garment-clamping mem-
ber carried by the free end of the lever, an over-
engaging supporting arm also carried by the back
plate on the same side as the lever, having a

downward and inwardly extending terminal por-

tion, a complementary garment-clamping mem-
ber also carried by the inturned extremity of the
overhanging arm adapted to cooperate with the
first mentioned clamping member to secure a gar-

ment between them, said complementary garment

clamping members being so arranged that the
weight of a garment supporited between them
urges one toward the other.

ROBERTSON MATTHEWS.
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