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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that WILLIAM. S. BARNARD, 

formerly residing at Canton, in the county of 
Fulton and State of Illinois, now deceased, did 
invent certain new and useful Improvements 
in Letter-Files, of which the following is a 
Specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

file-box or receptacle for holding loose sheets, 
papers, and pamphlets, and permitting their 
convenient examination and ready insertion 
or removal; and to this end it consists, gen 
erally speaking, in a box or receptacle com 
posed of two parts hinged together to open 
after the manner of a book, and having vari 
ous features of novelty, hereinafter described. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of the file-box in its pre 
ferred form as it appears when closed. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of the same in its open 
condition. Fig. 3 is a cross-section of the 
same on the lines acac of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a 
perspective view of the box in slightly-differ 
ent form. 

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the box-file 
therein shown consists of two complementary 
sides, A A', hinged at their rear edges to the 
edges of an intermediate strip or back, A', so 
that they may open and close after the man 
her of the lids of a book. 
Each of thesides is formed with an inwardly 

extending flange or ledge, a?, along its edge at 
the front and ends, in such manner that when 
the file is closed the flange of one part will 
Overlap that of the other, as in Fig. 3, thus 
producing a complete and tight box or re 
ceptacle. 

In order that the contents of the box may 
be readily inspected without removal, each of 
the sides A A' is divided on a diagonal line, b, 
extending from the rear corner to thefront edge, 
and the two parts thus produced are hinged 
together, so that the front corner portion, c, 
may turn outward or backward, so as to ex 
pose one corner of the contained papers, and 
this whether the box is at the moment open 
or shut. 
When a full inspection of the contents of 

the file is required, it is placed on its back, a, 
50 on a table or like support, the sides A A' 
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opened outward, and at the same time the 
hinged corners allowed to fall outward and 
downward, whereupon they assume a vertical 
position, and, resting upon the table, as in 
Fig. 2, become supports for the sides, which 55 
are thus maintained in an inclined position, SO 
that the contained sheets or papers may be 
conveniently examined and turned from one 
side to the other. 
To facilitate the proper opening of the file 6o 

and prevent it from falling wide open before 
the sustaining-corners are in place, the sides 
A. A? are commonly connected at one end by 
a cord, d, or the other stop devices are made 
use of to limit the opening action of the sides. 65 
In order to prevent the accidental opening 

of the file, it may be provided with any suit 
able fastening device. A simple and satisfae 
tory fastening is shown in Figs. 1 and 3, in 
which c represents a stud or knob on the flange 7o 
of one of the sides, and c' a hole in the oppo 
site part, so located that when the file is closed 
the studwill spring into the hole from the in 
side, as in Fig. 3. 
When the file is to be used under circum- 75 

stances which render it unnecessary to Com 
pletely inclose the papers, the hinged Corners 
may be omitted. In such case the file will be 
made as in Fig. 4, with the sides hinged to 
the back and cut away diagonally at the cor- £o 
ners to expose the papers, as in the first-de 
scribed construction. 

In either form the box may be provided 
with a supplemental fastening-cord, e. This 
cord, made in the form of an endless loop, or 85 
secured at the two ends, is attached to one end 
of the box and adapted to be crossed oyer its 
edges and corners in the manner shown in Fig. 
1, and secured in place by engagement over a 
stud, f, or in notches d, or both. Its effect is 9o 
to hold the file securely in a closed position, 
so that it may be handled and transported 
without danger to the contained papers. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed is 

1. In a file-box, the two sides hinged to. 
gether after the manner of a box, provided 
with overlapping flanges at the edge, and cut 
away at the corners to expose the contents. 

2. In a file-box, two complementary sides too 
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hinged together book-like and provided with Signed at Washington, District of Colum 
hinged outwardly-turning supports, substan- bia, this 23d day of March, 1888. 
tially as described, whereby they may be sus- r NT t 
Ed when opened in inclined EN. MARY N. BAENAE 

5 3. A file-box consisting of the two flanged inst o 
sides hinged together bookwise, and each hav- Witnesses: 
ing one corner hinged to turn outward, sub- P. T. DoDGE, 
stantially as described. W. R. KENNEDY. 

  


