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FRANK C. RINSCHE, OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 
UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHECK-TABLE AND KEYBOARD-COVER FOR, CALCULATING-MACHINES AND THE LIKE. 

... To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that, I, FRANK C. RINSCHE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
IDetroit, in the county of Wayne and State 
of Michigan, have invented a certain new 
and useful Check-Table and Keyboard 
Cover for Calculating-Machines and the 
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like, of which the following is a descrip 
tion, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, forming part of this speci 
fication. 

- My invention has for its object the pro 
vision of a convertible check-table and key 
board-cover which in one position may be 
used as a convenient Support or table upon 
which to place checks, sales-slips and the 
like which are being added upon the ma 
chine, and which in another position serves 
as a cover and protection for the keyboard 
of the machine and prevents the accumla 

When the ma-. tion of dust and dirt thereon 
chine is not in use. 
A further and subordinate feature of the 

invention, but one of considerable impor 
tance and advantage, consists in the pro 
vision of a hinged section of the check 
table and cover which may be folded back 
upon or beneath the latter when it is oth 
erwise in position to cover the keyboard, 
for the purpose of exposing for operation a 
part only of the keys of the machine, leav 
ing the remainder of the cover to serve at 
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is a perspective view of a calculating ma-. 
40 

one and the same time both as a check 
table and support and as a cover for the 
remainder of the keys; all as hereinafter 
more fully explained and particularly point 
ed out in my claims. in the accompanying drawings Figure 1. 

chine equipped with my invention, the check 
table and cover being shown in full lines in 
the position occupied by it when it is being 
used both as a check-table and as a partial 
cover for the keyboard, and in dotted lines 

45 in the position occupied by it when being 
used solely as a check-table or support; Fig. 
2 is a front elevation, partly in section, of 
the parts shown in Fig. 1: Fig. 3 a similar 
view with the check-table and cover in the 

50 position occupied by it when serving solely 
as a check-table or support; and Fig. 4 a. 
side elevation of the hinged supporting arm 
for the check-table infolded position against 
the side of the machine. 

... 2 Fig. 3. 

A in horizontal position. - 
A is not required for use the supporting 
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- The same letters of reference are used to 
indicate corresponding parts in the several 
Views. : . . . . . 
: The combined check-table and keyboard 
cover A is hinged at its lefthand edge to 
Supports upon the frame or casing of the 
calculating machine B, in the present in 
stance to a post C near the lefthand for 
Ward corner of the machine and to a simi 
lar but higher post at the rearward left 
hand corner of the check-table, the latter 
post being hidden from view by the table 
itself in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The check 
table and keyboard-cover. A may, in its sim 
plest form, consist of a single plate of thin 
sheet metal of sufficient size and proper 

tion, and to form a check-table or support 
at the left of the machine, for checks, sales 
slips and the like when swung to lefthand 
horizontal position, in which latter position 
it may be supported by means of a hinged 
bracket or supporting arm D, as shown in 

This supporting arm D is composed 
of two arms (, and b hinged together at the 
middle of the support in such manner that 
the aim (, may be swung around into line 
with and against the outer face of the arm 
b, when the support is not in use, and the 
two be swung upward against or adjacent 
the side of the machine and engaged by a 
spring-clip c, as shown in Figs, 2 and 4. 
When the support D is to be used it is swung 
outward and its part a is extended into the 

90 
its outer end engages, a notched opening di 
position shown in Fig. 3, in which position 
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shape to fit over and cover the keyboard 
when swing to righthand horizontal posi 
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in the check-table A (best shown in Fig. 1) . 
the extremity of the arm a being provided 
with notches in its opposite edges for engag 
ing the opening, d and supporting the table 

When the table 

arm D may be disengaged from it and the 

machine and engaged by the clip c, and the 
table A be swung over into righthand hori 
zontal position above the keyboard of the 
machine, in which position it will serve as 
a cover and protection for the keyboard and 
may rest and be supported upon posts e e 

95 

arm be folded up against the side of the 
OO 

105 

projecting upward from the right side of 
the machine. 
In the use of calculating machines of this 
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vention consists in the means I have pro 
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character expert operators frequently em 
ploy only the first five keys in each row, 
instead of the full nine, and where the 
items being added upon the machine are 
small in amount, as in the case of ordinary 
sales-slips, for instance, it is not usually 
necessary to employ more than four or five 
rows of keys. For the purpose of accom 
modating my combined check-table and key 
board-covel to the use of the machine under 
these conditions I have formed its forward 
righth and portion of a hinged section A, 
instead of forming the entire table and 
cover of a single piece of sheet metal, and 
have so arranged this hinged section that it 
may be swung backward upon or beneath 
the portion of the table at the left of it, to 
expose only the keys which are required for 
use under the conditions mentioned. This 
perimits all of the plate A excepting its 
hinged portion to be employed as a table 
and support for the sales-slips in convenient 
relation to the exposed keys, while at the 
same time Selving as a cover and protec 
tion for the remaining keys. The hinged 
section A' of the plate A is provided at its 
real edge with a narrow projecting flange, 
indicated in dotted lines at f in Fig. 1, 
adapted to overlap the front edge of the 
main portion of the plate when the latter 
is swung outward into its lefthand position 
as in Fig. 3, such engagement of the flange 
f with the body of the plate serving to sup 
port the hinged section in position in the 
plane of the body of the plate when the 
latter is being used in such lefthand posi 
tion. A third support e for the plate A, 
when the latter is in the position shown in 
Fig. 1, is provided beneath the forward 
righthand corner of the portion of the plate 
beneath which the hinged section is folded. 
As will be understood from the foregoing, 

my invention provides a convertible check 
table and keyboard-cover which may be 
used at one time exclusively as a check-table 
or support for checks, sales-slips and the 
like, and at another time exclusively as : 
keyboard-cover for the protection of the en 
tire keyboard, and which may also be used 
when desired both as a cover for a portion 
of the keyboard, leaving certain of the keys 
exposed for operation, and as a table and 
Support for sales-slips and the like in con 
Venient l'elation to such exposed keys. 
The supports for the check-table-both 

the hinge supports for its lefthand edge and 
the supports upon which its righthand edge 
rests-may be of any suitable character and 
may be secured to the frame or casing of 
the machine in any convenient way, but a 
further and subordinate feature of my in 
vided for detachably securing such supports 
to the casing of the machine. This means 
consists of clips a' a? at the opposite sides 
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of the machine, engaging the projecting 
bead or flange around the upper edge of 
the casing, and forming the outer extremi 
ties of inwardly-extending sheet metal 
strips or arms l'b' resting upon the top of 
the casing. The inner ends of the strips 
b' l' are upturned and connected by screw 
bolts and nuts o' (d. by means of which, 
after they have been applied to the machine. 
they may be drawn toward each other and 
the clips (t' a' at their outer ends be securely 
engaged with the flange or bead at the top 
of the casing. The two strips b l’ at each 
side of the casing are connected by a strip 
e' extending longitudinally of the casing 
and resting upon the top thereof, the for 
Ward post e which supports the righthand 
edge of the check-table and cover A. being 
secured to and projecting upward from the 
righth and strip e' about midway of its 
length, and the rear one of said posts e be 
ing formed by a vertical extension of the 
upturned inner end of the rear clip-strip b. 
The forward post C at the lefthand side of 
the machine, to which the lefthand forward 
corner of the check-table is hinged, is car 
fried by the clip-strip to at that corner of 
the machine, and the real post, to which the 
lefthand rear corner of the check-table A 
is hinged, is carried by the rear clip-strip b' 
at that side of the machine, or by the lon 
gitudinal strip e' connecting the two clip 
strips. The longitudinal strip e' at the left 
side of the machine has formed integral 
with it a depending arm e” which extends 
downward to the bottom of the casing and 
at its lower end bears against the side there 
ot, this depending strip e” forming the 
hinge-support for the lower end of the arm 
D. Fig. 3. The spring clip G is secured to 
the strip e' above and in line with the de 
pending arm e". 
As will be understood from the foregoing 

I have provided a convenient means for at 
taching my convertible check-table and key 
board-cover to the casing of the machine, by 
Imeans of which it may be readily attached 
to or detached from the machine, and which 
requires no special provision upon the ma 
chine itself or its casing for such attach 
ment. 
Having now thus fully described my in 

vention, I claim: 
1. A convertible check-table and key 

board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, comprising a plate hinged upon a 
fixed axis at one side of the machine and 
adapted to be SWung outward into horizontal 
position at the side of the machine, to serve 
as a Support for checks, Sales-slips and the 
like, and also adapted to be swung over into 
horizontal position above the keyboard of 
the machine, to serve as a cover and protec 
tion for the latter; substantially as de 
scribed. 
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2. A convertible check-table and key 
board-support for calculating machines and 

O 

the like, comprising a plate hinged at one 
side of the machine and adapted to be swung 
outward into horizontal position at the side. 
of the machine, to serve as a table or support 
for checks, sales-slips and the like, and also 
adapted to be swung. Over into horizontal 
position above the keyboard of the machine, 
to serve as a cover and protection therefor, 
Said check-table and keyboard-cover being 
provided with a hinged section adapted to 
be swung back into approximately the plane 
of the body of the table and cover, to expose 

5 a portion of the keyboard while leaving the 
remainder of it covered by the remainder of 
the cover and permitting the latter to serve. 
as a table and support for sales-slips and 

- the like in convenient relation to the exposed 
keys; substantially as described. . 

3. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 

... the like, comprising a plate hinged upon a 
25 

therefor and also to be swung outward at 
One side of the machine to serve as a table 

. and Support for checks, sales-slips and the 
30 

like, and a hinge - Support and attaching 
means for said plate by means of which it 
lnay be detachably sectired in position upon 
a machine; substantially as described. 

4. A convertible check - table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
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the like, comprising a hinged plate provided 
with a hinged section adapted to be swung : 
backward upon the body of the plate to 
expose a portion of the keyboard while leav 
ing the remainder thereof covered by the 
body of the plate and permitting the latter 
to serve as a table and support for sales 
slips and the like in convenient relation to 
the exposed keys, and means for detachably 
Securing said hinged plate in position upon 
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a machine; substantially as described. 
5. A convertible check - table and key 

board cover for calculating machines and 
the like, comprising a hinged plate adapted. 
to be swung over the keyboard to serve as a 
cover and protection therefor and to be also 
swung. Outward at the side of the machine 
to serve as a table and Support for checks, 
sales-slips and the like, and means for de 

55 
tachably securing such plate to a machine, 
Such means comprising clips engaging the 
opposite sides of the machine and extending 
inwardly upon the top of the same and hav. 
ing their inner ends detachably connected 
together; substantially as described. 

80 6. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, comprising a hinged plate adapted 
to be swung over the keyboard to serve as 

65 
a cover and protection therefor and also 
adapted to be swung outward at the side of 

the machine to serve as a table and Support 
for checks. Sales - slips and the like, and 
means for detachably securing such plate to 
a machine, said means consisting of clips 
engaging the opposite sides of the machine 
and extending in Wardly upon the top there 
of and having their inner ends detachably 
connected together, said clips at one side of: 
the machine carrying hinge-posts for the 
hinged plate, and those at the opposite side 
of the machine carrying supporting-posts. 
for the free edge of the hinged plate; sub 
stantially as described. - 

7. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, comprising a hinged plate adapted 
to be swung over the keyboard to serve as 
a cover and protection therefor and to be 
Swung outward at one side of the machine 
to serve as a table, and support for checks, 
Sales-slips and the like, means for detach 
ably securing said hinged plate in position 
upon a machine, and a hinged support car 

fixed axis and adapted to be swung over the 
keyboard to serve as a cover and protection 

lied by such attaching means for support 
ing the check-table in position at the side 
of the machine; substantially as described. 

S. In an attachment of the character de 
scribed for calculating machines and includ 
ing a hinged keyboard-cover and check-table 
adapted to be swung to opposite horizontal 
positions and also including securing means 
for detachably securing said hinged plate 
in Working position, a folding hinged sup 
port carried by Said securing means at one 
side of the machine, and retaining means car 
ried by said securing means for holding said 
hinged support infolded position at the side 
Of the machine. 

9. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like consisting of the plate A hinged at 
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One side of the machine and adapted to be 
SWEEng over the keyboard to serve as a cover. 
and protection therefor and to be also swung 
outward at the side of the machine to serve 
as a table and Support for checks, sales-slips 
and the like, and means for supporting the 
free edge of said hinged table and cover in 
each of its opposite positions; substantially 
as described. 

10. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, consisting of the plate A hinged at 
One side of the machine and itself provided 
with the hinged section A' adapted to be 
folded back upon the body of the plate, 
whereby said plate and its hinged section 
may be. Swung outward at the side of the 
machine to serve as a table and support for 
checks, Sales-slips and the like, and whereby 
of the machine to serve either as a cover, and 
protection for the entire keyboard, or may 
leave a portion of the keyboard exposed for 
use while the remainder of the cover serves 
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as a table and support for sales-slips and the 
like in convenient relation to the exposed 
keys; substantially as described. 

11. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, consisting of the hinged plate A 
adapted to be swung over the keyboard to 
serve as a cover and protection therefor and 
to be also swung outward at the side of the 
machine to serve as a table and Support for 
checks, sales-slips and the like, rigid Sup 
ports for the free edge of said plate at one 
side of the machine, and a hinged Support 
at the opposite side of the machine for Sup 
porting said plate in position for use as a 
check-table, such hinged support being 
adapted to be folded up against the side of 
the machine when not in use; substantially 
as described. 

12. The combination, with a calculating 
machine or the like provided with a pro 
jecting flange or bead around its upper edge, 
of the clips a b' engaging such flange or 
bead at the opposite sides of the machine 
and having their inner ends detachably con 
nected together, hinge-posts carried by said 
clips at one side of the machine, the plate A. 
hinged to said posts, and the Supports for 
the free edge of said plate carried by the 
clips at the opposite side of the machine; 
substantially as described. 

13. The combination, with a calculating 
machine or the like, having a projecting 
flange or bead around its upper edge, of the 
clips a l' engaging said flange or bead at 
the opposite sides of the machine and hav 
ing their inner ends detachably connected 
together, hinge-posts carried by said clips 
at one side of the machine, the hinge plate A 
hinged to said posts and provided with the 
hinged section A', the supports e, e carried 
by the clips at the opposite side of the ma 
chine for the free edge of the plate A, the 
Support e carried by one of the clips at the 
front of the machine for supporting the 
front edge of the plate when its hinged sec 
tion is turned back to expose a portion of 
the keyboard, and a support carried by the 
machine for supporting the check-table in 
position at the side thereof; substantially 
as described. - 

14. A convertible check-table and key 
board-cover for calculating machines and 
the like, consisting of the plate A hinged 
upon a fixed axis at one side of the machine 
adapted to be swung outward into horizontal 
position at the side of the machine to serve 
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as a support for checks, sales slips and the 
like, and also to be swung over into a hori 
zontal position above the keyboard of the 
machine to serve as a cover and protection 
for the latter, said plate being provided 
with the notched opening d, in combination 
with the hinged support D shaped at its 
outer end to coöperate with the opening d 
in the plate A and support the latter in po 
sition for use as a check-table; substantially 
as described. 

15. The combination of the clips a b' pro 
vided with means for detachably connecting 
their inner ends, the hinge-posts carried by 
one set of clips, the plate A hinged to said 
posts, and the supports for the free edge of 
said plate carried by the opposite set of 
clips; substantially as and for the purpose 
described. 

16. The combination of the clips a b' pro 
vided with means for detachably connecting 
their inner ends together in pairs and the 
clips of the opposite pairs being also con 
nected together by the strips e', the hinge 
posts carried by one set of clips, the plate A 
hinged to said posts, the depending arm e° 
carried by the strip e' connecting the clips 
which carry the hinge-posts, the hinged Sup 
port D for the plate A carried by the arm 
c”, and the supports e, e carried by the op 
posite clips and their connecting strip e?; 
substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

17. The combination of the clips a b' pro 
vided with means for detachably connect 
ing their inner ends together in pairs and 
the clips of the opposite pairs being also 
connected together by the strips e', the hinge 
posts carried by one set of clips, the plate 
A hinged to said posts, the depending arm 
e” carried by the stripe' connecting the clips 
which carry the hinge-posts, the hinged sup 
port D for the plate A carried by the arm e”, 
said hinged support D being adapted to be 
folded upon itself and swung inward against 
the depending arm e”, the spring clip a for 
engaging the folded support D and holding 
it in such position, and the supports e car 
ried by the opposite clips and their connect 
ing strip e' for supporting the free edge 
of the plate A: substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

FRANK C. RINSCHE. 
Witnesses: - 

R. S. MIELERT, 
R. W. FAIRCHILD. 

Copies of this patent liay be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C. 
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