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This invention relates to supports and more 
particularly to props for supporting clotheslines 
or other horizontally strung ropes, wires, or the 
like. - 

The general object of the invention is the pro 
vision of a novel and improved prop of the class 
described, which is easy and economical to manu 
facture, which is of durable construction, and 
which is easy to apply and remove from the line 
although not likely to be accidentally detached 
from the line when in use. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a novel prop of this type which embodies a 
resilient connection at one end thereof which 
may be snapped into supporting contact with the 
line, and also removed from the line with a 
similar Snap action. 
A further object is the provision of a prop hav 

ing a novel clip member of unitary construction 
applied to the end thereof in a novel manner, 
and not only possessing the resilient features 
mentioned, but also providing protection for the 
line against fraying by contact with the end of 
the prop itself. 
In its preferred embodiments, the invention 

contemplates the provision of a light pole either 
of hollow tubular construction throughout its 
length, as for example, a length of pipe, or of 
solid construction but with a tubular recess at one 
of its ends. The attachment clip comprises a 
strip of spring metal bent to the approximate 
shape of a letter R, intermediate bends forming 
the two legs and the ends of the strip being 
curved to Ward each other near the top corner. 
The two legs of the clip are cramped together and 
inserted in stressed condition in the open end 
of the prop and this causes the upwardly extend 
ing ends of the clip to part slightly providing an 
opening just a little Smaller than the diameter 
of the line to be supported. The portions of the 
strips adjacent this opening are preferably 
curved, to form a smooth passageway flared in 
both directions, whereby the line may spring into 
and out of the clip when positive pressure is 
applied. 
The expansive force of the legs of the clip when 

it is applied to the prop is sufficient to provide 
a temporary connection, but provision is made 
by this present invention to permanently unite 
the clip and the pole, and also to provide a pro 
tective coating for these parts. 
Other objects and features of novelty will be 

apparent from the following specification when 
read in connection with the accompanying draw 
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2 
ings in Which certain embodiments of the inven 
tion are illustrated by Way of example. 
In the drawings: - 

... Figure 1 is a perspective view of a prop em 
bodying the principles of the invention; 

Figure 2 is a view in side elevation of a clip to 
be applied to the prop or pole for supporting a 
line; .. 

Figure 3 is a view, mainly in vertical section 
showing the clip inserted into the hollow end 
of the Supporting pole; and sealed in by metallic 
Zinc through the hot-dip galvanizing process. 

Figure 4 is a view in horizontal section, taken 
on 4-A of Figure 3; . . . . 

Figure 5 is a view in side elevation of another 
form of clip which may be employed in pursuing 
the invention, and 

Figure 6 is a view in end elevation of this modi 
fied clip. 

In Figure 1, the novel prop or support is indi 
cated generally by the reference numeral 0, 
and comprises the pipe or hollow pole. , hav 
ing a clip A2 secured to its upper end and in en 
gagement with the line 3. The prop may be: 
Set in the ground if a support of a permanent na 
ture is desired, but more frequently the prop will 
be employed in the customary way by merely. 
Setting the lower end on the surface of the ground 
and bracing it against the line Which is held. 
taut by the attachment of its ends to suitable 
relatively rigid SupportS. 
The clip 2 is preferably formed of a bent 

strip of resilient material such as steel. 
intermediate portion of the strip is formed into 
the two double ply legs 5 and the cross bar 6, 
While one end portion of the strip is curved as 
at f to the shape of a fish-hook Oran interroga 
tion point. The other end portion 8 of the strip 
is Substantially Vertical but has an OutWardly 
flared end. 9. In the unsprung condition of the 
clip, the arm 8 is tangent to the curved end 20 
of the portion T. Also the leg portions S are 
preferably bent to an arcuate cross-section to fit 
the curvature of the walls of the pipe . This is 
clearly indicated in Figure 4. 
In applying the clip 2 to the end of the pipe 

f, the legs 3 are cramped together and inserted 
into the pipe end, thus springing the arms - 
and 8 apart. The dimensions of the clip, espe 
cially the length of the crossbar 6 and the nat 
ural divergence of the legs 5, are so proportioned 
with respect to the internal diameter of the pipe 
i? that, when the clip is inserted, the arms 7 and 
f8 separate to provide a space 25 between the arm. 
8 and the curved portion 20 of the arm T, which 
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is slightly narrower than the diameter of the line 
3. Thus when the prop is either applied or re 
moved from the line, the arms must be sprung 
apart slightly by the line as it passes into or out 
of the smoothly constricted throat at 25, formed 
by the generally convex surfaces: of the portions 
i8, 9 and 20. This...is clearly indicated by the 
dotted line showings of the line 3 in Figure 3. 

After the line 3 is snapped into the clip as 
shown in solid lines in Figure 3, it rests upon the 
flat surface of the bridge or cross-bar fis, which 
prevents it from rubbing on theirelatively sharp 
edges 26 of the pipe . Ordinary movements of 
the line and the prop such as those caused by 
the wind, would not be sufficierit to release the 
connection afforded by the clip, and moreover, 
the chances are that, in the case of any inadvert 
ent dislocation of the prop, the line 3 would be 
retained within the bight formed by the curved 
arm 7, 20. However, when it is desired to dis 
connect the prop ficom.theline,itisan easymiatter 
to guide the line i3 into the opening 25 and force 
it through. 
Although the clip72 can be forced into the end 

of the pipe, tightly enough for; some uses, it is 
preferred that it be: fixed more Securely therein. 
Since the prop is designed for use in thet open, 
and is subject to exposure to all kinds of weather 
conditions, it is also preferred that the prop;be 
hot-dipped:galvanized. According to the present 
invention both of these purposes are served by 
affixing; the clip 2 before the prop is dipped in 
the galvanizing bath. Thus the molten coating 
not only protects the clip but effectively Secures 
its to the inner: wall: of the pipeias indicated: at:27 
in Figures 3 and '4. 

It may also be remarked that the pipe section 
- forming the major portion of the prop, may 
be rolled with butt-edged wall as indicatediat:28, 
with no Weiding. Thus butt joint is also effec 
tively sealed by the galvanizing. 
'In Figures(5 and 6, an alternative tenbodiment 

of the clip is shown. This clip if 2 has two-ply 
legs if and {a, cross-bar - is similar to the cip 
2, but the arms it and ; 8 are of a different 

configuration. The Farm his provided with an 
arcuate portion 26 terminating in an outwardly 
flared eid 2. The arm if B is curvedi belieath 
the portions E26 and f2, as at til 9. A tapering 
throat :25 is provided betweenthese overlapping 
arm portions through which the line 3 "may he 
snapped as in the case of the embg.diment first 
deScribed. 

iitiis understood that: Various changes andnigdi. 
fications;may be made in the embodiments illus 
trated and described herein without departing 
from the Scope of theinvention as defined by the 
following claims. 

I claim: 
il. A prop for clothesliness or the like:compris 

ing a pole, '..consisting of a length of pipe, hav 
ing a recess at one end thereof, a resilient dip 
having two 'spaced; resilient legs, said clip includ 
irig means Connecting said legs at their sends 
where they join the clip, and said legs ihaving 
their free ends “extending from the clip towards 
said pole, strained toward each other and wedg 
ingly inseited and retained in the open kend of 
said pipe, and a snap hook on Said clip for re 
leasable connection with a line. 
2. A prop for clothieslines or the like compris 

ing a poie having a freeess-ats one end thereof, a 
line engaging clip : carried by the upper end of 
the pole, said clip comprising a resilient relement 
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having spaced approximately parallel side mem 
bers connected intermediate their lengths by a 
relatively stiff cross member, the upper parts of 
said side members forming a pair of resilient 

5 jaws for snapping into and out of engagement 
with the line, and the iower parts: of said side 
tmentibers being sprung together to be wedgingly 
retained within said recess in the end of the pole. 
3. A prop for clotheslines or the like compris 

l0 ing a pole having a recess at one end thereof, 
a one-piece line engaging clip carried by the up 
per end of the pole, Said clip comprising a flat 
2strip of resilient materia bent intermediate its 
illength;to form a pair of two-ply legs and a flat 

is substantially horizontal cross-bar connecting 
them, the ends of said strip being extended up 
Awardly to provide a pair of resilient jaws adapt 
ed to receive the line between them, said pair of legs being sprung together and wedgingly re 

20 ceived and retained within the recess in the end 
of the pole. 
$4..A. prop for iciotheslines; or 'the likes compris 

ing apole having a recess at one end thereof, a 
a line engaging clip carried by the upper end 

25 of the:pole, said clips comprising a resilient-ele 
ment having spaced approximately parallel side 
members connected intermediate their lengths 
by a relativestiff-cross-member, the upper parts 
of said:side members forming a pair of resilient 

30 jaws for snapping into and out of Fengagement 
with the line, and the lower parts-of said side 
members being-sprung together to be wedgingly 
retained within said recess in the -end of the 
pole, the width of said recess being sufficiently 

35 narrower than the upsprung width of the lower 
part of the clip, so that when the lower partis 
forced into the recess, the upper jaw portions 
are noved aparta distance slightly narrower-than 
the diameter of the line. 

40 5. The device according to claim 3 in which 
the recess in the pole is of circular cross sec 
tion and the leg.portions of the clip are of com 
plemenitary arcuate cross-section. 

6. As an article of "manufacture, a clip for 
45 clothesline props or the like which comprises a 

resilient. strip of sheet métal bent intermediate 
its length to form a pair df spaced apart, two 
ply, legs connected by a transverse horizorital 
bar, the endportions of the strip extending up 

59 wardly, one curveiltoform a hiodkani the other 
extending close to the extremity of the hook to 
provide a narrow passageway between the por 
tions for the forced entry of the line. 
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