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My invention is a game, the apparatus
for which may be produced at a low cost
and which may be easily - manipulated by
children as well as by adults and afford con-
siderable entertainment. The invention pro-
vides an apparatus in which a water-way is
supplied with obstructions, and a paddle
wheel is mounted in the water-way at a con-
venient point thereof whereby to effect cir-.
culation of water and by the circulation
cause a floating object, simulating 2 boat, to
pass through the water-way and around the
obstructions placed therein. The invention
is illustrated in the accompanying drawing
and will be hereinafter fully set forth.

Tn the drawing:

Figure 1 is a plan view of an apparatus

embodying my invention, and

Fig. 2 is a transverse section on the line
2—2 of Fig. 1. : '

In carrying out my present invention, 1
provide a game board 1 which may be of
any suitable material and of any convenient
dimensions, being preferably flat on both
its upper and lower faces whereby it may
be set upon a table or other support in a
level position. In the upper surface of this
board is formed a water-way comprising. a
main canal 2, pockets 3 which simulate lakes,
and canals 4 connecting the several pockets.
In the present illustration, I have shown
five pockets which are arranged in approxi-
mately the same relation as the five Great
T.akes and which may have educational pur-
poses and will, for convenience, be referred
io as lakes and given the names of the re-
spective Great Lakes. Within each of the
lakes is disposed an obstruction 5 which may
be referred to as a buoy and which may con-
veniently consist of a small post 6 having an
enlarged head 7 at its upper end. In Lake
Superior one buoy is provided at the center
of the lake, but 1n each of the other lakes
t{wo buoys are provided, one being disposed
near each cnd of the lake, and the several
broys are numbered consecutively from the
entrance to Lake Ontario to the exit from
Lake. Michigan, the buoy in T.ake Superior
heing an extra or odd buoy and being num-
bered “6”. In the main canal 2, which is
disposed adjacent and parallel with one lon-
gitudinal edge of the game board, is ar-
ranged a paddle wheel 8 mounted between
side plates 9 which are secured in any con-

55 venient or preferred manner to the surface

of the board at opposite sides of the canal,

as will be understood particularly upon ref-
erence to Fig. 2. A crank shaft 10 is jour-
naled in the side plates 9 and carries the pad-
dle wheel so that rotation of the shaft will
effect rotation of the paddle wheel and, con-
sequently, cause -circulation of the water
within the water-way. The side plates 9, in

addition to providing bearings or supports

for the paddle wheel, also serve as guards
to prevent the water being splashed over
the player, and, to further guard against
this splashing and waste ‘of the water, 2
cover 11 is secured over the side plates and
the paddle wheel, as shown. The game ap-
paratus is completed by the provision of a
floating object or & piurality of such objects,
indicated at 12, and preferably given the
outline of a boat. In play, the water-way
is filled to a level which will support the
boat 12 in the horizontal plane of the heads
7 of the several buoys. The boat is placed
by hand in the canal 2 at the right of the
paddle wheel and the paddle wheel is then
rotated so that the water will be caused to
flow from the canal 2 toward and info Lake
Ontario. Obviously, the boat will follow
the current and will be carried around and
into the Lake.Ontario, and one object of the
game is to control the movement of the boat
by the rotation of the paddle wheel in a
clockwise or counter-clockwise direction so
that the boat will be
termined course. Assuming the paddle
wheel to be rotated in a counter-clockwise
manner, the water will be caused to flow to
the right from the wheel and the walls of
the several canals will, of course, direct the
current from one lake to the next lake, it be-
ing noted, however, that the inlet and out-
let of Lake Superior are one and the same
and form, with the outlet of TLake Huron and
the inlet of Lake Michigan, a bottle neck

“in which the boat may be trapped, and that

considerable difficulty will be found in at-
tempting to direct the boat into Lake Su-
perior. The buoys are nuinbered consecu-
tively from 1 to 8 with the buoy in Lake
Superior being numbered 9, as heretofore
stated, and the boats are to be caused to pass
around the several buoys In a prescribed
order. While, of course, the players ma%v
agree upon any course for the boats, it will
be assumed that the boat is to pass on the
right side of buoy :
Ontario to pass out af the left of buoy No.
% and enter Lake Erie at the left of buoy
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No. 3. The boat should then cross Lake expensive and its manipulation will require 40
Erie and leave at the right of buoy No. 4 some skill as_well as prove entertaining,
and enter Lake Huron on the right of buoy While I have illustrated a water-way simu-
No. 5 crossing the lake and leaving at the Iating, to some extent, the Great Lakes, it
left of buoy No. 6. It should then enter will be understood, of course, that the in-
Lake Michigan on the right of buoy No. 7, vention is not limited to this particular form 45
cross the lake and pass out on the left of of water-way and that the pockets or imi-
buoy No. 8, thence returning to the paddle tations of lakes may be arranged in any
wheel for another play. It is optional with other desired manner.,
the player as to whether the boat shall pass Having thus described the invention, 1
through Lake Superior, but inasmuch as a claim: 60
large score will be given for properly navi- 1. A game comprising a game hoard hav-
gating Lake Superior, it is advisable to at- ing a water-way formed therein, said water-
tempt the feat. Fach buoy properly passed way being endless and having one portion
will count five points for the player so that parallel with and adjacent an edge of the
it is possible to score ten points for each game board and another portion simulating . 55
lake with a minimum score of forty; not in- Takes and canals connecting the lakes, a pad-
cluding Lake Superior, but the proper navi- dle wheel arranged within that portion of
gation of Lake Superior will score fifty the water-way adjacent an edge of the board
points. If a boat passes on the wrong side and adapted to cause circulation of water
of a buoy, it must remain on that side and in the water-way, buoys placed in the sey 80
pass out of the lake with a score of five eral lakes in spaced relation to the sides
points but if it crosses the lake after enter- thereof, and a buoyant object to be caused
Ing on the wrong side it will lose the total to travel through the water-way by the cir-
score for that lake. If a boat is headed for culation of water therein, :
the wrong side of a buoy, its progress must = 2, A game apparatus comprising a game 45
be arrested before it passes the buoy and it board having a water-way formed therein
is not permissible to remove the boat and. and simulating the Great Lakes and having
start a second trial, it being necessary that a canal connecting Lakes Michigan and
the boat complete a trip and that the trip - Ontario, a single buoy in the center of Lake
be controlled solely by the movement of the Superior, buoys within the other lakes one 7¢
paddle wheel. The game board must be kept adjacent each ‘end thereof, a wheel arranged
as nearly level as possible while playing in the canal connecting Lakes Michigan and
inasmuch as it is not permissible to move the Ontario for effecting circuldtion of the wa-
boat by hand except when moving it from ter in the water-way, and a buoyant object
one side of the paddle wheel to the other side to be carried through the water-way by the 75
‘nor to control the movement of the bogt by circulation of the water therein,
shifting the level of the water. In testimony whereof T affix my signature,
The device ig exceedingly simple and in- LEON L. RUSSELL, [1. 8]




