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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, RoBERT E.IIUNN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Vallejo,
Solano county, State of California, have in-
vented an Improvement in Tile-Veneering;
and I hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to the art of covering
surfaces with tiles which owing to their con-
struetion and the method of laying them can
be made so thin that the term ¢ veneering ”
can be properly applied.

My invention consists in the tile, as a new
article of manufacture, constructed or formed
with the peculiar and novel keys or bonds
hereinafter fully deseribed, and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

The object of my invention is to provide a
tile which on account of its construction can
be rapidly and securely laid to cover any sur-
face, such as the outsides of buildings, man-
tel-pieces, the interiors of vestibules, and all
surfaces required to be covered, said tile be-
ing inexpensive and serviceable.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of myinven-
tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view of the ob-
verse face of my tile. Fig.2 is a perspective
view of the reverse face. Fig. 3 is a view
showing the tiles laid up. Tig. 4 is a similar
view showing the tile’s breaking-joints.

A is mytile. It maybemadeof terra-cotta
or other clay, of cement, of metal, or of any
other material found suitable to cover sur-
faces. It maybe of anygeneral shape—plain,
curved, orangular-—to fit thesurface to be cov-
ered, and it may be of any size. On one of
the side edges of its obverse face is formed a
rabbet-flange a. On the other side edge of
its reverse face is formed a similar rabbet-
flange o', which is consequently reversed in
position to that of flange a. On one of the
end edges of its obverse face it has the two
end rabbet-tongues ¢? and on the same edge
of its reverse face it has the intervening rab-
bet-groove o,
obverse face it has the central rabbet-tongue
a*, and on the same edge of its reverse face it
has the two rabbet-grooves o’. Inthe central
tongue ot is made a nail-hole ¢f, and in the
side flange @ are made grooves o7 to receive
_tenter-hooks or side-projecting nail-heads.

On the other end edge of its |’

Fig. 3 shows the manner in which the tiles
are laid to cover the surface to which they
are applied. Tile A is first secured by hav-
ing a nail driven through hole afin the top
central tongue a*. Tile B islaid alongsideof
tile A, itsside flange b passing beneath or be-
hind side flange a’ of tile A, and a nail is
driven through hole &° of tongue b* of said
tile B. A third tile is then to be laid beside
tile B and similarly fitted. Thus each tile is
secured in place by the adjacent flange of its
neighbor, and all the tiles are further secured
by the nails. Now forthenextrow thetile Cis
laid directly above tile A, the two end tonguves
c*on the bottom of tile C fitting behind the two
end grooves a® of tile A and its intervening
groove ¢ fitting over the top central tongue a*
of said tile A. TileD is similarly laid above
tile B. Thus the tiles are bonded together at
their ends. Both tiles C and D are secured
by nails through their top tongues. If it be
desired tolaythetiles with half-bond orbroken
joints, they are placed as shown in Fig. 4.
Here tiles A and B arelaid together, as before.
Then tile C of the upper row is reversed end
for end and is placed midway between the
vertical planes of tiles A and B. Its central
tongue ¢* fits down into and behind the adja-
cent grooves a® and 0% of tiles A and B, while
its own grooves ¢’ overlap the central tongnes
o* and 0* of said tiles A and B. It will thus
be seen that the tiles are keyed or bonded to-
gether, top, bottom, and sides, and each is se-
cured by a single nail. In places where de-
sirable, tenter-hooks or nails with side-pro-
jecting heads, as shown at E, may be driven
into thesupport and their heads made to over-
lap and lie in oneof the grooves a”of flange a.

These tiles can be made very thin and yet
be held firmly together. They are inexpen-
sive and can be rapidly and securely laid.
They can be used as a covering for any sur-
face,and will avoid the labor involved in lay-
ing the ordinary thick tiles in mortar or cem-
ent.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. As a new article of manufacture, a tile
having one side of its obverse and reverse
faces formed with a flange and having one
end of its reverse face provided with two re-
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versely-curved rabbet-flanges forming an in-
tervening groove on the contiguous end of the
obverse face, while the opposite end of said
reverse face is provided with a central tongue
forming rabbet-flanges a’on the obverse face,
said flanges, tongue, and grooves serving as
keys or bonds to hold adjacent tiles together,
substantially as herein deseribed.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a tile
having one side of its obverse and reverse
faces formed with a flange and having one
end of its reverse face provided with two re-
versely-curved flanges forming an interven-
ing groove on the contiguous end of the ob-

verse face, while the opposite end of said re- |

verse face is provided with a central tongue
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forming rabbet-flanges «® on the contiguous
obverse face, said side flange having grooves
A" substantially as herein described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, & tile
formed with the flanges, tongues,and grooves
a, o/, a3, &3, at, and a® on the edges of its ob-
verse and reverse faces, the flanges a having
the grooves a” and the tongue a! having the
nail-holesa®,substantiallyas herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

ROBERT E. HUNN.

Witnesses:
S. H. NOURSE,
J. A. BAYLESS.
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