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To all chon it may concep'n: 
Beit known that I, ADAMW.OWEREIOLSER, 

of IDuchouquet township, in the county of Au 
glaize and State of Ohio, have invented a new 
and valuable Improvement in Fruit-Pickers; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description of the con 
struction and operation of the same, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings making a 
part of this specification, and to the letters and 
figures of reference marked thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a sectional view of my fruit-picker, Fig. 2 
is a plan view of the same. - 
This invention has relation to fruit-pickers 

of the kind which have long flexible bags or 
conductors reaching from a picking device on 
the end of a pole into a bag or basket carried 
by the operator. It consists in combining pick 
ing-forks with a band on the flexible conductor 
and a hinged spring lid or cover, as will be 
hereinafter explained. 
The following is a description of my improve 

ments: 
In the annexed drawings, Arepresents a staff 

or rod, which is composed of short sections 
jointed together by inserting the end of one 
section into a socket formed on the end of an 
other section, and then securing the joint by 
means of a hook and eye, a, or other equivalent 
fastening. A? is a socket, which is rigidly se 
cured on one end of the rod A, the sides of 
which are extended so as to form a ring or 
band, C, to which the upper end of a flexible 
conductoris suitably attached. This conductor 
is tubular, and made of cotton cloth. It is 
composed of tubular sections D, attached to 
gether by buttons and holes g, or other fast 
enings, the sections being about as long as the 

| sections or joints composing the rod A. The 
end of the lowest section is open for the dis 
charge of the fruit into a suitable receptacle 
carried by the gatherer; and at or near this 
open end is formed a circular pad or cushion, 
h, which may be stuffed with hair or cotton, 
and which will prevent the fruit from being 
bruised in its fall through the conductor. The 
conductor, as well as the rod A, can be short 
ened or lengthened, according to the trees from 
which the fruit is to be gathered. B repre 
sents a lid having an open-grated back, and 
which is of such diameter as will allow it to 
fit into the ring or band C. This lid is con 
nected to the socket-piece A' by means of a 
pivot, d, and a spring, s, which is coiled around 
the same, which spring acts to close the lid 
against a stop, e, in the band C. Three or 
more curved tines, f, are secured into the 
socket-piece A" and curved upward in front 
of the Spring s, so as to form a fork for sepa 
rating the fruit from its branches and allowing 
it to fall into the conductor. The lid is opened 
and drawn back by neans of a cord, c, which 
passes along the rod A through eyes b fixed 
thereto, and is attached to a loop, c', on the 
free end of the lid, as shown in the drawings. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
In a fruit-picker, the fork-teeth f, combined 

with the socket A', the band C, and the hinged 
spring-lid B, as and for the purpose described. 
In testimony that I claim the above. I have 

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

ADAM W. OVERHOLSER. 
Witnesses: 

N. B. How ARD, 
J. B. JONES. 


