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To all chom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WiLIAM W. CoATE, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Greenville, in the county of Darke and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Bookholders, of which 
the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to an improved 
book holder and has as one of its principal 
objects to provide a device of this charater 
which may be placed upon a desk, table, or 
the like and a book disposed in open position 
thereon at a convenient angle for reading 
purposes. 
The invention has as another' object to 

provide a device of this character wherein 
the leaves of the book will be engaged and 
held substantially flat but wherein said 
leaves may be readily turned without 
manipulation of the holder or without re 
moving the book from the holder. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a book holder having base por 
tions which may be folded one against the 
other when the holder is not in use so that 
the device will occupy a minimum amount 
of space. 
And the invention has as a still further 

object to provide a book holder which may 
be produced at low cost and which, when 
folded, may be carried in the pocket, or if 
desired, may be slipped between the leaves of 
a book without likelihood of injury thereto. 

Other and incidental objects will appear 
hereinafter. 

In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 

improved book holder illustrating the 
manner of use thereof, a book being shown 
in dotted lines upon the holder, 

Figure 2 is a view of the device folded, 
and 

Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating 
a slightly different embodiment of the 
invention. 

In carrying the invention into effect, I 
employ an inverted U-shaped body member 
preferably formed from resilient wire of 
suitable gage and comprising side posts 10 
jointed by a connecting portion providing a 
horizontally disposed supporting rail 11 
sustained by the side posts. Carried by the 
side posts 10 are substantially U-shaped 
base members formed of wire similar to the 
wire employed in forming the body member 
and said base members comprise front and 

'ear uprights 12 and 13 respectively joined 
by surface engaging portions 14. As clearly 
illustrated in the drawing, these base 
portions are Swingingly connected to the 
side posts 10 adjacent the lower ends of said 
Posts by helical coils 14, the free ends of the uprights 13 being wrapped snugly about 
Saidposts to form the coils, and, as will be 
Rarticularly noted, the ends of the posts are 
disposed to lie in the adjacent angles of the 
base members So that said posts will not 
come in contact with the surface upon which 
the holder rests to possibly scratch or mar 
said surface. Further, in this regard, it will 
be observed that the ends of the uprights are Wrapped about the posts preferably three 
and One-half turns and that the turns are 
inclined. Thus, in the event the coils become 
loose on the posts through frequent manipu 
lation, the base portions may be rotated upon 
the posts to ride the coils upwardly thereon 
and thus obtain a fresh purchase upon the 
posts, when the lower end portions of the 
posts may be clipped off. Accordingly, the 
entire efficiency of the device may be greatly 
prolonged. 

in Figure 1 of the drawing, I have clear 
ly shown the manner of using my improved 
book holder. As will be seen, the base mem ber's are swung to project forwardly in 
Spaced parallel relation from the side posts 
10 of the body member so as to cause the sur 
face engaging portions 14 to rest upon a 
desk, table or the like. The device is then 
ready for use and a book may, in the man 
ner shown in dotted lines in this figure, be 
disposed thereon. As clearly brought out 
in the drawing, the book is supported near 
its upper margin by the rail 11 so as to lie 
in an inclined position convenient for read 
ing, while the forward uprights 12 engage 
the book at its lower edge and will prevent 
the book from slipping forwardly. Further, 
these uprights will engage the lower edges 
of the leaves of the book adjacent the outer 
corners thereof for holding the book open as 
well as for holding the leaves substantially 
flat. When it is desired to turn the leaves, 
it is simply necessary to grasp each leaf at 
its upper corner and lift slightly, when the 
leaf will bow at its lower corner and slide 
over the adjacent upright 12. The leaf may 
then be again slightly bowed and readily 
slipped behind the opposite upright. When 
the device is not in use, the base members 
may be folded upon the body member, as 
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indicated in Figure 2, so as to lie in a plane 
with said body member extending between 
the side posts 10. I thus provide a highly 
efficient device and one which, when not in 
use, Will not be in the Way. 
In Figure 3 of the drawing, I have shown 

a slightly different embodiment of the in 
vention wherein the forward uprights 12 of 
the base portions carry page engaging arms 
15 pivotally mounted thereon to be swung 
toward or away from the pages of a book 
upon the holder. These arms are also 
formed of suitable resilient wire and are sub 
stantially U-shaped in outline. As will be 
observed, the inner side portions of the arms 
are coiled about the uprights 12 for pivot 
ally connecting the arms thereto while the 
outer or page engaging sides of the arms 
have their terminals bent inwardly to avoid 
mutilation of the pages. Further, these 
arms are mounted upon the uprights in in 
verted position. Otherwise, this modified 
form is identical with the preferred con 
struction. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
1. A book holder including a supporting 

rail having side posts, base members swing 

1428,757 

ingly connected to the side posts to project 
forwardly therefrom, said base members 
having forward uprights, and page engag 
ing arms carried by said uprights to Swing 
thereon. 

2. A book holder including an inverted 
U-shaped body member providing a hori 
ZOntal Supporting rail having depending side 
posts, and substantially U-shaped base mem 
bers comprising surface Egg portions 
having front and rear uprights, the rear up 
rights having a portion of their length coil 
ed about the side posts pivotally connecting 
the base members thereto and the forward 
uprights being engageable with the forward 
edge of a book resting against the support 
ing rail. 

3. A book holder including a supporting 

30 

35 

40 

45 

rail having side posts, base members swing 
ingly connected to the side posts to project 
forwardly therefrom and being provided 
With forward uprights, and page engaging 
arms coiled about the uprights to swing 
thereon, Said arms being rotatable for axial 
ly advancing the coils thereof along said 
uprights. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
WILLIAM W. COATE. L. s. 
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