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 GEORGE B. STEEN, OF IONIA, KANSAS.

WIRE-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 499,945, dated June 20,‘ 1893.
Application filed April 26,1893, Berial No. 471,901, (No model.) .

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, GRORGE B. STEEN, of |

Tonia, in the county of Jewell and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and Improved
Wire-Stretcher, of which the following is a
full, elear, and exact description. :

My invention relates to improvements in
wire stretchers such as are used for stretch-
ing fence wires; and the object of my inven-
tion is to produce an extremely cheap and
simple -device, which may be quickly and
easily applied to an ordinary fence wire and
post, which may be easily operated, which
may be constructed at a very small cost and
will not readily wearout,and which will stretch
a wire up to the post to which the stretcher
is attached so that the wire may be fastened
to said post.

To this end my invention consists of cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tions of parts, as will be hereinafter described
and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings foriming a part of this specification,

in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

- Tigure 1 is a perspective view of the wire

stretcher as applied to a wire and a post.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the stretcher
when detached; and Fig. 3 is a detail longi-
tudinal section of the end of the stretecher
which receives the wire. .

The body of the stretcher consists of a tube
10 and it has at one end a handle 11, this
being held in an eye 12 on the body, al-
though it may be secured in any convenient
way. The body at its opposite end is slotted
on opposite sides, as shown at 13, the slots
being relatively wide at their mouths and
converging inward, so that the wire when
forced into them will be securely bound in
place; and the slotted end of the body is re-
inforced by a sleeve 14 ‘which gives it the
necessary strength, this sleeve being thick-
ened at its inner end, as shown at 15, and the
sleeve is fastened securely to the body. On
the body 10, adjacent to the sleeve 14, is piv-
oted a clevis 17 which has flanges 18 at its
inner end, which are provided with spurs 20
adapted to be forced into a post to assist in

holding the stretcher in place. On theouter
end of the clevis is pivoted a pawl 21 whieh

is adapted to engage a ratchet wheel 16 which

is fastened to the body 10 between the flanges
18; and which prevents the body from turn-
ing back under the strain of a tightened wire.
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The clevis 17 is also provided on opposite

sides and near its outer end, with spurs 22
which are adapted to be embedded in a post
and thus hold the clevis and the connected
body of the stretcher in position. The body
10 is also provided with a loose collar 23 to
which is secured a chain 24 terminating in a
hook 25. -

The body 10 is placed in a horizontal posi-
tion across a post, the wire 26 to be stretched
is inserted in the slot 13 of the stretcher, the
clevis 17 is placed on the upper side of the
body and against the post and the body is
turned so as to wind up and tighten the wire.
As the wire is stretched, the spurs 20 and 22
are forced into the post so as to support the
streteher, and the chain 24 is carried behind
the post and hooked around the wire to sup-
port the stretcher in a horizontal position.
When the wire is sufficiently tight,is is fas-
tened to the post in the usual way.
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Having thus described my invention, I '

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A wire stretcher, comprising an elon-
gated body slotted at one end and provided
with a handle at the other, a clevis journaled
on the body, and a ratchet connection be-
tween the clevis and the body, substantially
as described. »

2. A wire stretcher, comprising an elon-
gated hollow body slotted at one end and
provided with a handle at the other, a clevis
journaled loosely on the body, a ratchet con-
nection betweeu the clevis and the body, and
a chain pivoted to the body, substantially as
deseribed. :

3. A wire stretcher, comprising an elon-
gated hollow body slotted at one end and
provided with a handle at the other, a slotted
re-inforcing sleeve on the slotted end of the
body, a clevis journaled loosely on the body,
a.rachet wheel secured to the body between
the members of the clevis, and a pawl car-
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ried by the clevis and adapted to engage the | the clevis and the body, substantially as de-
ratchzt wheel, substantially as desecribed. seribed. o
4. A wire stretcher, comprising an elon- .
gated body slotted at one end and provided GEORGE B. STEEN.
5 with a handle at the other, a clevis journaled Witnesses:
loosely on the body and having spurs to en- HERMAN COLSON,
fer a post, and a ratchet connection between ERNEST COESON.




