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(54) Accessory case

(57)  An accessory case includes a pair of molded
matable sections with each defining a peripheral ridge
about a body region for mating with the other section of
the pair. One of the matable sections defines an interior
pocket for releasably retaining an optional accessory
magnet. The magnet may be disc shaped or formed as
an elongate ruler. A reusable writing surface is optionally
retained by a body region of one of the pair of molded
matable sections. The writing surface and instrument
may be a dry erase board and marker, a chalk board and
chalk, or a note pad and pen or pencil.
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to accessory cas-
es. More particularly, the present invention relates to ac-
cessory cases including magnetic accessory holders
and/or writing surfaces.

[0002] Individuals and workers commonly use a vari-
ety of tools and accessories in order to complete every
day tasks and construction jobs. For example, a con-
struction worker will typically use a measuring tool, a
hammer and nails, and power tools such as drills. In fact,
many times the tools and accessories must be used si-
multaneously in order to complete the job. For instance,
hanging pictures on a wall may require the use of a meas-
uring tape to measure distance, a level to align the pic-
tures, and fasteners to support the pictures. The ability
to multi-task is an important element in the completion
of many jobs.

[0003] A variety of small tools, instruments, and ac-
cessories are often required for the completion of a con-
struction job. Convenient storage, access, and control of
such items are often required in preparation for the job,
during execution of the job, and upon completion of the
job. Moreover, convenient storage, access, and control
of items are often required during Performance of the job
itself or during intermittent breaks. In an effort to improve
tool storage and access, some tool boxes or belts are
fitted with specialized compartments. For example, a
conventional molded drill bit case provides a storage
compartment that may be used to temporarily or perma-
nently stdre required drill bits. However, tool access re-
mains problematic, as the worker must search within the
tool box or belt for the specialized compartment as well
as the specific tool within the specialized compartment.
Moreover, such specialized compartments do little to im-
prove access to small tool accessories such as screws
and other fasteners, because even when consistently
stored within a particular compartment, such small items
tend to move around the compartment while remaining
difficult for workers to grasp. Access is even more difficult
for a variety of tool boxes and kits, most of which include
a covering lid, as the lid must be raised each time the
worker wishes to find a particular tool.

[0004] A writing surface is often required for the com-
pletion of a job along with a writing instrument such as a
pencil or pen. Indeed, the need to take notes during a
job is quite common. For example, a construction worker
typically needs to write down measurements as such
measurements are taken. Moreover, a worker may need
to mark a particular item for some action, for instance
marking a plank for the drilling of holes, while simultane-
ously making written notes concerning the placement
and dimensions of such markings. The convenient ac-
cess and use of tools in combination with a writing surface
is therefore important for many jobs.

[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for an accessory
case for temporarily storihg tool accessories during a
construction project. There is a further need for an ac-
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cessory case including a convenient and accessible writ-
ing surface.

[0006] Inone preferred form, the presentinvention pro-
vides an accessory case including a pair of molded mat-
able sections with each defining a peripheral ridge about
a body region for mating with the other section of the pair.
One of the matable sections defines an interior pocket
for releasably retaining an accessory magnet. The mag-
netis configured and arranged to releasably retain a plu-
rality of tool accessories. The magnet may be removable
from the pocket and is capable of releasably retaining a
plurality of metallic tool accessories on the at least one
planar surface. Altematively, the magnet may be placed
on an exterior surface of the accessory case for holding
an elongate metal ruler thereon. The metallic tool acces-
sories include nuts, bolts, screws, nails, nut runners,
screwdriver bits, hex bits, torx bits, and drill bits.

[0007] Inanother preferred form, the presentinvention
provides an accessory case including a pair of molded
matable sections with each defining a peripheral ridge
about a body region for mating with the other section of
the pair. A reusable writing surface is retained by a body
region of one of the pair of molded matable sections. A
writing instrument holding section is attached to one of
the molded sections and a writing instrument is config-
ured to be removably received by the writing instrument
holding section. The writing surface and instrument may
be a dry eraser board and marker, a chalk board and
chalk, or a note pad and pen or pencil.

FIG. 1 is an elevated perspective view of an acces-
sory case in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is an elevated rear perspective view of the
accessory case of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front view of a removable ruler;

FIG. 4 is a bottom view of the accessory case of FIG.
1 showing writing instrument holding sections at-
tached thereto and a writing instrument;

FIG. 5is a front view of an accessory case including
a magnetic accessory holder in accordance with a
second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a front view of the accessory case of FIG.
5 in the open position; and

FIG. 7 is a rear view of the accessory case of FIG. 5.

[0008] With reference now to the figures, and in par-
ticular F1GS. 1 and 2, an embodiment of the present
invention is described herein. In one preferred embodi-
ment, the accessory case of the present invention may
be viewed as a body 10 which defines the accessory
case. The body 10 may include at least one writing sur-
face 12. At least one portion of the body 10 may serve
as an attachment area 14 for at least one attachment
item 16, wherein the attachment item 16 is magnetically
attachable with the attachment area 14. Preferably, as
shownin FIG. 3, the attachmentitem 16 isaruler or scale.
[0009] Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
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that body 10 may take any number of forms. Preferably,
the body 10 is in a form which may serve as a vehicle for
those items (e.g., hand tools, other work accessories)
that are used in the performance of a particular task or
job. Thus, in one preferred embodiment, the body 10 is
inthe form of atoolbox. Inanother preferred embodiment,
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the body 10 is in the form of
a briefcase. As alternately shown in FIGS. 5-7, the body
10 may take the form a case for carrying certain tools.
[0010] Those of ordinary skill in the art will also recog-
nize that a variety of materials may be used in manufac-
turing the body 10 that defines the accessory case. Such
materials include, but are not limited to, plastics, metal,
stainless steel, leather and a variety of other materials.
In one preferred embodiment, the body 10 is made of
stainless steel. In another preferred embodiment, the
body 10 is made of plastic. Moreover, in preferred em-
bodiments, the body 10 may be manufactured to include
structural overmolds 18, for instance at each corner of
the body 10 as shown in the preferred embodiments of
FIGS. 1-2. Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
that the overmolds 18 may have various functions, in-
cluding imparting skid resistance to the body 10 and/or
protecting the body 10 from damage when struck (as
might occur during air travel or reguléar work activities).
A variety of materials may be used in the manufacture
of such overmolds 18 including, but not limited to, rubber,
steel and plastic, while a most preferred material is rub-
ber.

[0011] In one preferred embodiment, the accessory
case may include a writing surface 12. Those of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize a variety of writing surfaces
12 suitable for use in the present invention including, but
not limited to, notepads, chalkboards and dry marker
eraser boards. In a preferred embodiment, the writing
surface 12 is an integral part of the body 10, as is shown
in the preferred embodiment of FIG. 2. By integral, it is
meant that the writing surface 12 is manufacturcd as part
of the body 10, so that the writing surface 12 is one of
the parts that constitute the whole of the body 10. In an-
other preferred embodiment, the writing surface 12 may
be permanently affixed to the body 10, but not necessarily
integral to the body 10, for example where the writing
surface 12 is permanently affixed to a surface of the body
10 (e.g., a chalkboard permanently secured to the outer
surface of the body). In another preferred embodiment,
the writing surface 12 may be releasably attached to the
body 10. For example, as shown in FIG. 7, the body 10
may include a frame 22 by which the writing surface 12
can be attached. In this preferred embodiment, the frame
22 provides grooves into which corresponding tongues
on the writing surface 12 are slid. Those of ordinary skill
in the art will recognize that the tongue and groove struc-
ture shown in the figures may be replaced by adhesive
strips, VELCRO®, or any other attachment means.
[0012] FIG. 4 illustrates a hinged bottom of the acces-
sory case of FIG. 1, showing a writing instrument 28 and
two writing instrument holding sections 20 capable of se-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

curing the writing instrument 28. The writing instrument
holding section 20 includes multiple protruding fingers
29 which serve to receive and removably secure the writ-
ing instrument 28. A variety of writing instruments 28 are
suitable for use in the present invention including, but not
limited to, pencils, pens, chalk and markers. Additionally,
those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety
of holding sections 20 that may be used to attach a writing
instrument 28 including, but not limited to, adhesive strips
or Velcro®. Those of ordinary skill in the art will further
recognize that such writing instrument holding sections
20 can be located almost anywhere within or without the
body 10 including, but not limited to, the outer surface of
the body 10 or as part of a handle located on the body 10.
[0013] As illustrated in FIG. 1, at least one portion of
the body 10 may serve as an attachment area 14 for atl
least one attachment item 16, wherein the attachment
item 16 is preferably magnetically attachable with the at-
tachment area 14. By attachment area 14, it is meant a
portion of the body 10 onto which an attachment item
may be attached directiy or indirectly through a variety
of mechanisms. By attachment item 16, it is meant any
item which can be attached directiy or indirectly to the
attachment area 14 of the body 10. Preferably, the at-
tachment item 16 is removably attached to the attach-
ment area 14. Examples of attachment items include, but
are not limited to, common tools such as levels, rulers or
scales, and measuring tapes. Attachmentitems may also
include smaller accessory tools such as drill bits, screws,
nuts and bolts, and nails. Preferably, the attachment item
16 is aruler or scale, which is attached to the attachment
area 14, as shown in FIG. 1.

[0014] Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
numerous mechanisms through which an attachment
item 16 may be attached to an attachment area 14. Pref-
erably, the attachment item 16 is magnetically attachable
with the attachment area 14 by way of a magnet located
in attachment area 14 (located behind attachment item
16 in FIG. 1). Alternatively, the attachment item 16 (e.qg.,
a scale) may include a magnet or be manufactured of a
magnetic material so as to form a magnetic attachment
item. For example, in one embodiment of FIG. 1, a scale
16 may be manufactured from or with magnets, thereby
exhibiting a magnetic attraction for a stainless steel body
10 (e.g., any stainless steel portion of the body 10 might
serve as an attachment area 14).

[0015] Inyetanother embodiment shown in FIGS. 5-7,
a magnet 24 is located in interior cavity in the body 10 to
secure various attachment items 16, in particular smaller
attachment items 16 such as drill bits, screws, nuts and
bolts. Here the attachment area 14 forms a pocket to
assist in securing any attachment items.

[0016] In one preferred embodiment of the invention,
the accessory case includes at least one storage Con-
tainer 26, for example as shown in the preferred embod-
iment of FIG. 7. Those of ordinary skill in the art will rec-
ognize that the storage container 26 may be used to hold
a variety of items, in particular smaller items such as
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screws, washers, nuts and bolts. In a preferred embod-
iment, the storage container 26 is located within an inte-
rior space and/or surface as defined by the body 10. In
another preferred embodiment, the storage container 26
is located on an exterior surface of the body 10 and is
attached using a tongue and groove structure as shown
in FIG. 7. It should be understood that the storage con-
tainer 26 may be secured to the body 10 through a variety
of means which are encompassed by the present inven-
tion.

[0017] The presentinvention can be further described
in view of particularly preferred embodiments and the
improvements/advantages provided thereby. With refer-
ence to FIGS. 1-2, it is seen that in one particularly pre-
ferred embodiment, the invention is an accessory case
which includes a body 10 defining the accessory case,
wherein the body 10 is in the form of a briefcase or brief-
case like structure. The body 10includes a writing surface
12 as well as a writing instrument holding section 20 for
removably securing a writing instrument 28. In accord-
ance with the above discussions, an exterior surface of
the body 10 serves as an attachment area 14 for an at-
tachmentitem 16 (e.g., a scale), wherein the attachment
item 16 is magnetically attachable to the attachment area
14.

[0018] Those or ordinary skill in the art will readily rec-
ognize the advantages provided by such a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention. At the very least, such an em-
bodiment provides a quick and convenient way for a
worker to simultaneously access a writing surface 12 and
common work tools such as a scale 16. Not only does
placement of the writing surface 12 and instrument 28
aswell as the scale 16 eliminate any cumbersome search
for necessary tools, but the manner of attachment of each
tool allows the worker to easily access and use all items,
even simultaneously. For example, in performing a par-
ticular job, a worker may remove the magnetically at-
tached scale 16 in order to take necessary measure-
ments, while simultaneously making written notes of the
measurements on the writing surface 12. However, if
more attention is required for any particular task, the
scale 16, the writing instrument 28 or both may be re-
attachedto the accessory case, thereby freeing the work-
ers hands. Through such convenience, the worker is
more effective, and job performance more efficient.
[0019] With reference to FIGS. 5-7, it is seen that in
another preferred embodiment, the invention is an ac-
cessory case which includes a body 10 defining the ac-
cessory case, wherein the body 10 is in the form of a
case for storing certain tools, wherein the body 10 in-
cludes a writing surface 12. As seen in FIG. 5 (wherein
the case cover is closed) and FIG. 6 (wherein the case
cover is open), a magnet 24 is located in an interior por-
tion of the body 10 to serve as an attachment area 14.
The attachment area 14 serves to attach at least one
attachment item 16 (not shown), for example drill bits,
washers, screws, nut and/or bolts. As seen in FIG. 7, the
accessory case may also include multiple storage con-
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tainers 26 which are affixed to the body 10.

[0020] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed in detail with particular reference to preferred em-
bodiments thereof, it should be understood that the in-
vention is capable of other different embodiments, and
its details are capable of modifications in various obvious
respects. As is readily apparent to those skilled in the art,
variations and modifications can be affected while re-
maining within the spirit and scope of the invention. Ac-
cordingly, the foregoing disclosure, description, and fig-
ures are for illustrative purposes only, and do not in any
way limit the invention, which is defined only by the
claims.

Claims
1. An accessory case, comprising:

a body for holding tool accessories;

amagnet located on the body, the magnet being
configured to releasably retain a plurality of tool
accessories; and

a writing surface located on the body.

2. The accessory case according to claim 1 wherein
the body is formed by a pair of matable sections that
can open and close, and said one of the matable
sections defines an interior attachment area for re-
taining the magnet.

3. The accessory case according to claim 1, wherein
the magnet is located on an exterior surface of the
body such that the plurality of metallic tool accesso-
ries can be releasably retained on the exterior sur-
face.

4. The accessory case according to claim 3, wherein a
removable ruler is attached to the magnet on the
exterior surface of the body.

5. The accessory case according to claim 1, wherein
the body is formed by a pair of matable sections, the
magnet being located on one of the matable sections
and the writing surface being located on the other
matable section.

6. The accessory case according to claim 5, further
comprising awriting instrument for writing on the writ-
ing surface and being releasably attached to the
body.

7. The accessory case according to claim 6, wherein
the matable sections are hinged together to open
and close, and a writing instrument holding section
is located adjacent the hinge, the writing instrument
holding section releasably securing the writing in-
strument.
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The accessory case according to claim 1 wherein
the writing surface is reusable.

The accessory case according to claim 1 wherein
the writing surface comprises a writing pad that is
secured to the body using a tongue and groove struc-
ture.

The accessory case according to claim 1 further
comprising storage compartments located on an ex-
terior surface of the body for holding tool accesso-
ries.

An accessory case, comprising:

abody having a pair of molded matable sections,
each defining a peripheral ridge about the body
for mating with the other section of said pair; and
a writing surface retained by one of the pair of
molded matable sections.

The accessory case according to claim 11, further
comprising

a writing Instrument holding section attached to one
of said molded sections; and a writing instrument
configured and arranged to be removably received
by said writing instrument holding section.

The accessory case according to claim 12, wherein
the writing surface is a dry erase board and the writ-
ing instrument is a dry erase marker.

The accessory case according to claim 12, wherein
the writing surface is a chalk board and the writing
instrument is chalk.

The accessory case according to claim 12, wherein
the writing surface is a note pad and the writing in-
strument is a pen or pencil.

The accessory case according to claim 11, further
comprising:

an accessory magnet retained by the body re-
gion of one of the matable sections, the magnet
being configured and arranged to releasably re-
tain a plurality of tool accessories.

An accessory case, comprising:

a pair of molded matable sections, each defining
aperipheral ridge about a body region for mating
with the other section of said pair; and

an accessory magnet releasably retained by the
body region of one of the matable sections, the
magnet being configured and arranged to re-
leasably retain a plurality of tool accessories.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The accessory case according to claim 17, further
comprising a reusable writing surface retained by a
body region of one of the pair of molded matable
sections.

The accessory case according to claim 17, wherein
the accessory magnet is disc shaped.

The accessory case according to claim 17, further
comprising

a writing instrument holding section attached to one
of said molded sections; and a writing instrument
configured and arranged to be removably received
by said writing instrument holding section.

The accessory case according to claim 20, wherein
the writing surface is a dry erase board and the writ-
ing instrument is a dry erase marker.

The accessory case according to claim 20, wherein
the writing surface is a chalk board and the writing
instrument is chalk.

The accessory case according to claim 20, wherein
the writing surface is a note pad and the writing in-
strument is a pen or pencil.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 86(2) EPC.

1. An accessory case, comprising:

a body (10) for holding tool accessories, having
a pair of molded matable sections, each section
defining a peripheral ridge about the body for
mating with the other section of said pair; and
a writing surface (12) retained by one of the pair
of molded matable sections.

2. The accessory case according to claim 1, further
comprising

a writing Instrument holding section (20) at-
tached to one of said molded sections; and a
writing instrument (28) configured and arranged
to be removably received by said writing instru-
ment holding section (20).

3. The accessory case according to claim 2, wherein
the matable sections are hinged together to open
and close, and the writing instrument holding section
(20) is located adjacent the hinge.

4.The accessory case according to any one of claims
1 to 3 wherein the writing surface (12) is reusable.

5. The accessory case according to any one of claims
1 to 3 wherein the writing surface (12) comprises a
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writing pad that is secured to the body using a tongue
and groove structure (22).

6. The accessory case according to claim 4, wherein
the writing surface (12) is a dry erase board and the
writing instrument is a dry erase marker.

7. The accessory case according to claim 4, wherein
the writing surface (12) is a chalk board and the writ-
ing instrument is chalk.

8. The accessory case according to claim 2, wherein
the writing surface (12) is a note pad and the writing
instrument is a pen or pencil.

9. The accessory case according to claim any one
of the preceding claims, further comprising:

an accessory magnet (14) retained by the body
region of one of the matable sections, the mag-
net (14) being configured and arranged to re-
leasably retain a plurality of tool accessories.

10. The accessory case according to claim 9 wherein
one of the matable sections defines an interior at-
tachment area (24) for retaining the magnet (14).

11. The accessory case according to claim 9, where-
in the magnet (14) is located on an exterior surface
of the body such that the plurality of metallic tool
accessories can be releasably retained on the exte-
rior surface.

12. The accessory case according to claim 11,
wherein a removable ruler (16) is attached to the
magnet (14) on the exterior surface of the body (10).

13. The accessory case according to claim 9, where-
in the magnet (14) is located on one of the matable
sections and the writing surface (12) being located
on the other matable section.

14. An accessory case according to any one of
claims 9 to 13, wherein the accessory magnet (14)
is releasably retained by the body region of one of
the matable sections.

15. The accessory case according to any one of
claims 9 to 14, wherein the accessory magnet (14)
is disc shaped.

16. The accessory case according to any one of the
preceding claims, further comprising storage com-
partments (26) located on an exterior surface of the
body (10) for holding tool accessories.
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