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The inventien relates to an ‘instrument for.
inserfing a pessary in the vaginal canal and as
kerein embodied, is specifically adapted for use

with pessaries of the so-called diaphragm type.
The instrument, in its simplest form for indi-

vidual use, is designed.for pessaries of one size
~or diameter-only and in its more: elaborate form
‘for the use.of physicians; is readily adjustable
for any of the various sizes in comiron use. ‘
~ An important feature of the invention consists
in actually or in effect, forming the entire instru-
ment of a continuous piece of ‘material;: prefer-
ably round spring wire, free. of sharp bends or
angles which would .cause discomfort and prove

objectionable in the use of the instrument and:
likewise free.of inaccessible surfaces where for-:

apart and shaped to serve as coeperating pessary

engaging members:

Fig. 2 is a detail view showing the outer, or

" pear engaging. member - partly -depressed and

about to release the pessary. R
Fig:73 is a.cross sectional view on the line s3,

s3, of Fig. 1, showing the outer or rear engaging -
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“member in normal position or befare-it is de-~

pressed, to release the pessary, the end portion

of ‘which is indicated in dotted lines. -~
Tig. 4 illustrates a slight modification in the

normal relation of the outer or rear pessary en-

" gaging member to the body. of the instrument. -

cign matter could deposit -and accumulate fo.

render the instrument unsanitary and dangerous
to use. ] ' - S

A second feature of the invention censists in
giving the instrument a body shape such as to
make the two ends thereof available for use as
the cooperating  engaging members by which
the pessary is held in stretched or distended form
required to- facilitate insertion.:-This - feature
simplifies the construction by avoiding the neces-
sity. of providing a pessary. engaging member at

an intermediate point to cooperate with an end-
30

riember, as is commonly.done in the-art.
A ‘third feature of the invention consists in a

sithple; effective and conveniently operated form -

of release for the pessary after it is inserted, it
being only necessary to slightly compress the
cuter body portion of the instrizment by light
hand pressure, to free the peéssary which there-
upcn, through-the action of its flexible resilient
rim, beeomes self-distending within the vaginal
canal, effectively closing the same as required.

Other features of the invention, in addition to
those mentioned above, will be brought to atten-
tion in the detail description which follows:

The accompanying drawing will serve to jus-"

trate the construction: of several forms-of the

instrument suitable for carrying the invention:

into effect but I do not wish to be understood as

intending to limit myself to the exact details -

shown as various changes may-be ‘made therein

within the meaning of the invention as outlined
S - 50

inthe appended claims.”
In the drawing— =~ b R
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a-simple form of
the instrument designed for use with-pessaries
of one size or diameter only and made of a single
wire loop, with the ends thereof relatively spaced

. pessary.. ... .
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“Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a double wire
form of the instrument of somewhat modified

-construction. .

- Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 4, illustrating & '

_slight modification in" the normal relation of

the parts shown in Fig. 5. = ‘
Fig. 7 is a view in side-elevation, showing in
dotted lines. the pessary held by the instrument

-and also showing. in dotted lines the Tear pessary

engaging . member - depressed o release the

Fig. 8 is.a similar view .showing telescoping
connections in the deuble wire body for adjusting
the forward pessary engaging member as Te-
quired.to accommodate any of the various sizes
of pessaries now in common use and -

-Fig, 9 is ‘& detail sectional view of the telescop-
ing adjustment,

' Referring now to the drawing, the entire in-
strument shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, is pref-
erably formed of g single length of round spring
wire, doubled upon itself, at-a point somewhat
removed from the center thereof; to form a loop
{, the longer side of which is given the usual
curvature found in instruments of this class.

_ As previously pointed cut, an important fea-
ture of the invention consists in utilizing the ends
of the wire body as cooperating engaging mem-
bers for holding a pessary stretched or distended
between them and in forming the loop as above
described, one side 2 thereof is shorter than the
cther side 3, to provide the required space be-
tween the ends, which is somewhat in excess of
the normal diameter of the pessary the instru-
ment is designed-to hold. o :

The forward end 4 is preferably doubled upon
itself ‘and bent  into an approximate S-shape,
which. serves both to hold the pessary for inser-

~ tion and as an engaging hook to withdraw it.
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The- outer: or: rear: end §, is similarly ‘doubled
upon  itself and bent into a vertically disposed. -
inverted U-shape, to normally straddle the longer
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side 2 of the loop, as shown in Fig, 1, or, if pre-
Terred, it may be normally positioned above but
in line with the same, as in Fig. 4, to be brought
Into straddling relation when depressed to re-
lease the pessary, by hand pressure upon the
shorter side 2 of the loop.

The upper portion of the inverted U-shaped
end is bent over, as indicated at 5%, to give it a
pessary retaining form and when depressed, this
bent over portion rides down an incline 6 or into
a notch, if preferred, formed by a short bend in
the longer side 3 of the loop, as best shown in
Fig. 2, thereby disengaging itself from the pes-
sary and freeing the latter for self dlqtenmoa
within the vaginal cavity.
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When the inverted U-shaped end 5 normally -

straddles the longer side of the loop, as in Fig. 1,
accidental disengagement therefrom may be pre-
vented by bending the extreme end 1 of the wire
uader the same, as shown in Fig, 3.

The entire instrument shown.in PFigs. 5 to 17,
inclusive, is formed of a single length of wire,
doubled upon itself, with the ends welded to-
gether or otherwise united, to form a contintous
double strand body. - The strands 8, § are spaced
apart throughout a portion. 9 of their'l ength to
provide an opening. 8 between them and are

closely associated threughout the remainder of

their length, as indicated at I'1.

A coil 12 is so formed in the double strand

body, -at a point somewhat removed: from the
center therecf, as to bring the body portion {1,
in which the. strands are closely associated, in
centered alignment with the cpening 1§ between
the spaced apart strands in body portion 9, as
best shown in Fig. 5. Thus aligned, the body
portion |{ may be depressed to catise the pessary
engaging end thereof to pass partly or entirely.
through the opening {0, as may be reguired, to
eifect the release of the pessary and is utmzed for
this purpose, as hereinafter deseribed.

Upon completion of the coil 12, the extending
body portions 9 and [{ are bent into paraliel re-
lation, forming a loop 13, one side of which is
longer than the other as a result of forming the
coil off center, as above described.

The shorter side of the locp i. e., the body pox-
tion {1, is bent downwardly near 1ts end to nor-
mally ex’r,end through  the opening ¢ in the

body portion 9, as-indicated at !4 and then up- °

wardly at 18, to cause the extreme end 15 there-
of to project through and above the opening,
where it is shaped to serve as the outer or rear
pessary engaging member. While the above de-

scribed formation gives rise to certain advan-~ 4:

tages, it is not essential to the successful opera-
tion of the device that the end of the shorter side
of the loop be normally extended through the
opening 13, between the body wires 8, 8, and, if
preferred, may be positioned above and in line
with the opening, as shown in Fig, 6.

Cooperating with the member 16, there is a
second pessary engaging member 11, formed at
the extreme end of the longer side of the loop
and as the two members are spaced apart in fixed
relation, the instrument is limited, like the form
shown in Figs. 1 to 4, for use with pessaries of
ong size or diameter only as required for indi-
vidual use.

Assuming a pessary to be-held by the instru-
ment, as shown in Fig. 7, in which it is stretched
or distended between the engaging members 15
and i1, its release is effected after insertion, by
downward pressure of the hand upon the body
portion 11, to move its terminal member 16 from
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the full line to the dotted line position shown
in Fig. 7. As -the member {8 moves downward
in the opening 10, the pessary is prevented from
following and being drawn into the opening by
the spaced apart strands of the body portion 9 of
the instrument upon which it comes to rest and
as the member 18 continues downward, it dizsen-
gages itself from the rim of the pessary, perrait-
ting it by self distension to free itseif from the
member 171 and expand and close the vaginal
cavity. As the hand pressure is discontinued on
the body portion (1 of the instrument, it springs
back under the reaction of the coil 12, to its nor-
mal position, shown in full lines in Pig. 7.

. The form-of the instrument shown in Figs. 8
and .9, is designed for the use of physicians, in
being readily and conveniently adjustable for
any of the various sizes of pessaries now in com-
mon use-and excepting the feature of adjust-
ment, the construction is the same as that above
described and shown in Figs. 5 to 7, inclusive.

To make the instrument adjustable to different
size pessaries, it is only necessary to provide for
varying the distance separating the pessary en-
gaging members 182 and {72 and this is accom-
plished by incorporating a telescoping connection
in each of the strands forming the body portion
¢, By means of these connections, the body
portion 92 of the instrument may be lengthened
or shortened to relatively space the members 162
and 112 apart as required by the size or. di-
ameter to be used.

Interposed within the length of the body pnr-
tion 9%, tubular sections: 18, i8 are secured as
continuations of the body wires, being made fast
thereto at the ends 19, adjacent the coil 122 and
provided with chucks or equivalent means 28 at
their open ends 21, in which the body wires 8+, 82,
carrying the forward pessary engaging member
172, telescope and are clamped to hold the mem-
ber as adjusted. As the chucks or other clamp-
ing means employed are of well known construc-
tion, as shown in Fig."9, it Wﬂl net be necessary
to describe them in detail. .

Having described my invention; I claim:

1. An instrument of the class described, com-
prising a body of suitable material in the form of
a compressible loop terminating in end forma-
tions suitable for engaging the rim of a pessary,

" the sides of the loop beéing of unequal length to

space the ends apart the required distance to
hold a pessary-distended between them, the re-
lease of the pessary thus held being effected by
compressing the loop to give the pessary engag-
ing end of the shorter side thereof cross move-
ment relative to the longer side to strip the pes-
sary from said engaging end and free the same.

2. An instrument as defined in claim 1, in
which the -entire formation is developed from a
single length of resilient material.

3. An instrument as defined in claim 1, in
which the entire formation is developed from a
single length of resilient material and a coil is
formed at the point where the material is
doubled upon itself. ,

4. An instrument. as defined in claim 1, in
which the entire formation is developed flom a
continuous length of resilient material which is
first doubled upon itself and the ends united to
form a two-strand body and thereafter doubled
upon itself to form the loop. )

5. An instrument as defined in. claim 1, in
which the longer side of the double strand Icop

. is formed of extensible telescoping sections and
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provided with clamping means for securing the
sections as extended.

6. An instrument of the class described, com-
prising a body of suitable material doubled upon
itself to form a loop having sides of unequal
length and spaced apart hook-like ends adapted
to hold a pessary distended between them and
means for releasing the pessary, the said means
consisting in making the end portion of the
shorter side of the loop depressible to move the
pessary into engagement with the longer side
thereof to check further movement of the pes-
sary and further depressible to disengage itself
from the pessary and free the latter for self-
distension within the vaginal canal.

7. An instrument as defined in claim 6, in
which the pessary engaging end of the shorter
side of the loop is shaped to straddle the longer
side thereof.

8. An instrument as defined in claim 6, in
which the pessary engaging end of the shorter
side of the loop is shaped to straddle and ride
down an incline formed in the longer side there-
of to disengage itself from the pessary. ’

9. An instrument of the class described, com-
prising a resilient body in the form of a loop
terminating in hook-like ends, the sides of the
loop being of unequal length to space the ends
apart the required distance to hold a pessary
distended between them, the said loop being
compressible to give the engaging end of the
shorter side thereof cross movement relative to
the longer side to strip and release the pessary
from the engaging end of the shorter side, the
entire formation being developed from a con-
tinuous length of material which is first doubled
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upon itself and the ends united to form a two-
strand body and thereafter again doubled upon
itself to form the loop, said strands being spaced
apart throughout that portion of their length
that forms the longer side of the loop to provide
an opening between them and associated in such
close relation throughout the remaining portion
of their length that forms the shorter side of
the loop that when the loop is compressed to free
the pessary, the Dpessary engaging end of the
shorter side enters and is guided by the opehing
between the strands of the longer side of the loop.
10. An instrument of the class described, com-
prising a resilient body in the formx of a loop
terminating in hook-like ends, the sides of the
loop being of unequal length to space the ends
apart the required distance to hold a . pessary
distended between them, the said loop being com-
pressible to give the engaging end of the shorter
side thereof cross movement relative to the
longer side to strip and release the pessary from
the engaging end of the shorter side, the entire
formation being developed from a continuous
length of material which is first doubled upon
itself and the ends united to form a two-strand
body and thereafter again doubled upon itself
to form the loop, said strands being spaced apart
throughout that portion of their length that
forms the longer side of the loop to provide an
opening between them through which the end
portion of the shorter side of the loop extends
and is then bent upwardly with its hook-like end
projecting through and above the opening to en-
gage the pessary.
LOUIS I. WEINER.




