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The invention relates to an instrument for 

inserting a pessary in the vaginal canaland as 
nereia embodied, is specifically adapted for use 
With pessaries of the so-called diaphragm type. 
The instrument, in its simplest formforindi 

vidaluse, is designed for pessaries of one size 
- Crdiameter only and in its mGre elaborate forn 
for theuse of physicians, is readily adjustable 
for any of the various sizes in commonuse. 
An important feature of the invention consists 

in actually or in effect, forming the entire instru 
ment of a continuous piece of materia, prefer 
ably round spring wire, free of sharp bendsor 
angles Whicha Would cause discomfort and proVe 
objectionable in the use of the instrument and 
likeWise free of inaccessible surfaces Where for 

apart and shaped to serve as cooperating pessary 
engaging members. - Fig. 2 is a detail view showing the Outer or 
rear engaging: member partly depressed and 

() 

about to release the pessary, , . 
Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view on the line sº, 

sº, of Fig. 1, showing the outer or rearengaging 
member in normal position or before it is de 
pressed, to release the pessary, the end portion 
of which is indicated in dotted lines. , 

Fig. 4 illustrates a slight.modification in the 
normal relation of the outer or rear pessary en 
gaging memberto the body of the instrument. 

eign matter could deposit and accumulate to 
rendertheinstrument unsanitary and dangerous 
to use. - - . , ''' 

A seconda feature of the invention consist:S in 
giving the instrument a body shape such as to 
make the two ends thereof available for use as 
the cooperating, engaging: members by which 
the pessary is held in stretched ordistended form 

i required to facilitate insertion. This feature 
simplifies the construction by avoiding the neces 
sity of providing a pessaryengaging member at 

Fig. 5: is a perspective view of a double wire 
form of the instrument of Somewhat modifiel 
construction. 

Fig. 6 is a view similarto Fig. 4, illustrating a 
slight modification in the normal relation of 
the parts shown in Fig. 5. . x 

Fig. 7 is a view in side elevation, showing in 
dotted lines the pessaryheld by the instrument 
andalso showing in dotted lines the rear pessary 
engaging i member depressed to release the 

, peSSary. 
2 

an intermediate point to cooperate Withan end 
member, as is commonlydone in the art. 

simple, effective and conveniently operated forna 
ofrelease for the pessary after it is inserted, it 
being only necessary to slightly compress the 
outer body portion of the instrument by light 
hand pressure, to free the pessary Which there 
upon, through the action of its flexible resilient 
rim, becomes self-distending within the vaginal 
canal, effectively elosing the same as required. 
Other features of the invention, in addition'to 

those mentioned above, will be brought to atten 
tion in the detail deseription which follows: 
The accompanying drawing will serve to illus 

trate the construction of several forms of the 
instrument suitable for carrying the invention 
into effect but I do not wish to be understood as 
intending to limit myself to the exact details 
shown as various changes may be madetherein 
within the meaning of the invention as outlined 

- : 50 in the appended claims. 
In the drawing- . . ''' ''' . . . 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of asimple form of 

the instrument designed for use with pessaries 
of one size ordiameter only and made of a single 
Wire loop, With the ends thereofrelatively spaced 

A third feature of the invention consists in a 30 

35 

40 

Fig. 8 is a similar view.showing telescoping 
connections in the double wire body for adjusting 
the forward pessary engaging member as re 
quiredito accommodate any of the various sizes 
of pessaries now in common use and 

Fig. 9 is a detail sectional View of the telescop 
ing adjustment. 

Referring now to the draWing, the eratire in 
strument shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, is pref 
erably formed of a single length of round spring 
Wire, doubled upon itself, ata point somewhat 
remoVedi from the centerthereof, to forma loop 

, , the longerside of which is given the usual 
curvature found in instruments of this class. 
AS previously, pointed eut, an important fea 

ture of the invention consists in utilizing the ends 
of the Wire body as cooperating engaging menn 
bers foraolding a pessary stretched or distended 
betweenthern and in forming the loop as above 
described, oneside 2 thereof is shorter than the 
cther side 3, to provide the required space be 
tween the ends, which is somewhat in excess of 
the normal diameter of the pessary the instru 
ment is designed to hold. 
The forward end 4 is preferably doubled Lapon 

itSelf and bent into an approximate S-shape, 
Which serves both to hold the pessary for inser 
tion and as an engaging hook to withdrawit. 

55 

The outeri orrear:end 5, issimilarly doubled 
upon itself and bent into a vertically disposed 
in Verted U-shape, to normally straddle the longer 

  



2 
side 3 of the loop, as shoWn in Fig. 1, Or, if pre 
ferred, it may be normally positioned above but 
in line With the same, as in Fig. 4, to be brought 
into stradding relation When depressed to re 
lease the pessary, by hand pressure upon the 
sorter Side 2 of the loop. 
The upper portion of the inverted U-shaped 

end is bent over, as indicated at 5, to give it, a 
pessary retaining form and When depressed, this 
bent over portion rides down an incline 6 or into 
a notch, if preferred, formed by a short bend in 
the longer Side 3 of the loop, as best shown in 
Fig. 2, thereby disengaging itSelf from the pes 
sary and freeing the latter for self distention 
Within the vaginal cavity. 

5 

O 

5 
When the inverted U-shaped end 5 normally 

straddles the longer side of the loop, as in Fig. 1, 
accidental disengagement therefrOl may be pre 
vented by bending the extreme end of the Wire 
under the Sane, asshown in Fig. 3. 
The entire instrument shown in Figs. 5 to 7, 

inclusive, is formed of a Single length of Wire, 
doubled upon itself, with the ends Welded to 
gether ol' otherWise united, to form a continuous 
double strand body. The strands 8, 8 are spaced 
apart throughout a portion 9 of theirlength to 
provide an Opening. I between them and are 
ciosely associated throughout the remainder of 
theirlength, as indicated at . 
A coil 2 is So formed in the double Stran 

body, at a point Somewhat removed from the 
center thereof, as to bring the body portion. , 
in Which the strands are closely associated, in 
centered alignment With the opening 9 between 
the Spaced apart strands in body portion 9, as 
best shown in Fig. 5. Thus aligned, the body 
portion i may be depressed to cause the pessary 
engaging end thereof to pass party or entireiy. 
through the opening 0, as may be reguired, to 
effect the release of the pessary and is utilized for 
this purpose, as hereinafter described. 
Upon completion of the coil i 2, the eXtending 

body portions 9 and ?i are bent into parallel re 
lation, forming a loop i S, one side of Which is 
longer than the other as a result of forning the 
coil off center, as above described. - 
The Shorter Side of the loop i.e., the body po'- 

tion , is bent downwardly nearits endto nor 
mally extend through the opening i C in the 
body portion 9, as indicated at 14 and then up 
Wardly at 5, to cause the extreme end 6 there 
of to projact through and above the opening, 
Where it is Shaped to Serve aS the Outer or rear 
pessaryengaging member. While the above de 
scribed fornination giVes riSe to Certain advan- i 
tages, it is not essential to the successful opera 
tion of the device that the end of the shorter side 
of the loop be normally extended through the 
opening i9, between the body Wires 8, 8, and, if 
preferred, may be positioned above and in line 
With the opening, as shoWIn in Fig. 6. 
Cooperating With the member 6, there is a 

Second pessary engaging member 17, formed at 
the extreme end of the longer side of the loop 
and as the two members are spaced apart in fiXed 
relation, the instrument is limited, like the form 
shown in Figs. 1 to 4, for use With pessaries of 
one size or diameter only as required for indi 
Vidua use. 
Assuming a pessary to be held by the instru 

ment, as shown in Fig. 7, in Which it is stretched 
or distended between the engaging members 5 
andi, its release is effected after insertion, by 
downward pressure of the hand upon the body 
portion fi, to move its terminal member 6 from 
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the full line to the dotted line position shoWin 
in Fig. 7. AS the member EG mOves down Ward 
in the opening 0, the pessary is prevented from 
following and being drawn into the opening by 
the spaced apart strands Gf the body portion 9 of 
the, instrument upon Whichit comesto rest and 
as the member i 6 continues downward, it, disen 
gages itself from the rim of the pessary, permitt 
ting it by self distension to free itseif from the 
member 7 and expand and close the Vaginal 
cavity. As the hand pressure is discontinued on 
the body portion f l of the instrument, it Springs 
backunder the reaction of the coil 2, to its nor 
mal position, shown in full lines in Fig. 7. 
The form of the instrument shown in Figs. 8 

and 9, is designed for the use of physicians, in 
being readily and conveniently adjuStable for 
any of the Various sizes of pessaries noW in corn 
mon use and excepting the feature of adjust 
ment, the construction is the Same as that above 
described and shown in FigS. 5 to 7, inclusive. 
To make the instrumenti adjustable to different; 

Size pessaries, it is Only neceSSary to provide for 
varying the distance separating the pessary en 
gaging members 6a and i 7a and this is accom 
plished by incorporating a telescoping connection 
in each of the strands forming the body portion 
Sa. By means of these connections, the body 
portion 9a of the instrument may be lengthened 
or shortened to relatively space the members Ca 
and la apart as required by the size Gr di 
anneter to be used. 

Interposed Within the length of the body por. 
tion 9, tubular sections 8, i 8 are secured as 
continuations of the body Wires, being made fast, 
thereto at the ends 9, adjacent the coil 2a and 
provided With chucks or equivalent means 29 at 
their open ends 2, in which the body wires 8a, 8a, 
carrying the forward pessary engaging member 
lº, telescope and are clamped to hold the mem 
ber as adjusted. As the chucks orother clamp 
ing means employed are of well known construc 
tion, as shown in Fig. 9, it will not be necessary 
to describe them in detail. 

HaVing described my invention, I claim: 
1. An instrument of the class described, com 

prising a body of suitable material in the form of 
a compressible loop terminating in end forma 
tions Suitable for engaging the rim of a pessary, 
the Sides of the loop being of unequal length to 
Space the ends apart the required distance to 
hold a pessary distended between them, the re 
lease of the pessary thus held being effected by 
compressing the loop to give the pessary engag 
ing end of the shorter side thereof cross move 
ment relative to the longer side to strip the pes 
Sary from Saidengaging end and free the same. 

2. An instrument as defined in claim 1, in 
Which the entire formation is developed from a 
Single length of resilient material. 

3. An instrument as defined in claim. 1, in 
which the entire formation is developed from a 
single length of resilient material and a coil is 
formed at the point where the material is 
doubled upon itSelf. 

4. An instrument as defined in claim 1, in 
which the entire formation is developed from a 
continuous length of resilient material Which is 
first doubled upon itself and the ends united to 
form a two-strand body and thereafter doubled 
upon itSelf to form the loop. 

5. An instrument as defined in claim 1, in 
Which the longer side of the double strand loop 

i is formed of extensible telescoping sections and 
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provided With clamping means forsecuring the 
Sections as eXtended. 

6. An instrument of the class described, com 
prising a body of Suitable material doubled upon 
itSelf to form a loop haVing sides of unequal 
length and Spaced apart hook-like ends adapted 
to hold a pessary distended between them and 
means for releasing the pessary, the Said means 
consisting in making the end portion of the 
shorter side of the loop depressible to move the 
pessary into engagement With the longer side 
thereof to check further moVement of the pes 
sary and further depressible to disengage itSelf 
from the pessary and free the latter for self 
distension Within the Vaginal canal. 

7. An instrument, as defined in claim 6, in 
Which the pessary engaging end of the shorter 
side of the loop is shaped to straddle the longer 
Side thereof. 

8. An instrument as defined in claim. 6, in 
Which the pessary engaging end of the shorter 
side of the loop is shaped to straddle and ride 
doWn an incline formed in the longer side there 
of to diSengage itSelf from the peSSary. 

9. An instrument of the class described, com 
prising a resilient body in the form of a loop 
terminating in hook-like ends, the sides of the 
loop being of unequal length to Space the ends 
apart the required distance to hold a pessary 
distended between them, the Said loop being 
compressible to give the engaging end of the 
shorter Side thereof cross novement relative to 
the longer side to strip and release the pessary 
from the engaging end of the Shorter Side, the 
entire formation being developed from a con 
tinuous length of material Which is first doubled 
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upon itSelf and the ends united to form a tWo 
strand body and thereafter again doubled upon 
itSelf to form the loop, Said Strands being Spaced 
apart throughout that portion of their length 
that forms the longer side of the loop to provide 
an opening between them and associated in such 
clOSe relation through Out the remaining portion 
of their length that forms the shorter Side of 
the loop that When the loop is compressed to free 
the pessary, the pessary engaging end of the 
shorter side enters and is guided by the Opening 
between the strands of the longerside of the loop. 

10. An instrument of the class described, com 
prising a resilient body in the form of a loop 
terminating in hook-like ends, the sides of the 
loop being of unequal length to Space the ends 
apart the required distance to hold a pessary 
distended between them, the said loop being com 
pressible to give the engaging end of the Shorter 
side thereof cross movement relative to the 
longer side to strip and release the pessary from 
the engaging end of the shorter side, the entire 
formation being developed from a continuous 
length of material Which is first doubled upon 
itSelf and the ends united to form a two-Strand 
body and thereafter again doubled upon itself 
to form the loop, said strands being Spaced apart 
throughout that portion of their length that 
forms the longer side of the loop to provide an 
opening between them through Which the end 
portion of the shorter side of the loop extends 
and is then bent upWardly With itShook-like end 
projecting through and above the opening to en 
gage the peSSary. 

LOUIS II. WENER 


