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3 Glalms

Generically this invention relates to belts, but it
is more particularly directed to a belt ha,vmg a
pocket or pockets adapted to carry money, per-
sonal papers, and the like. .

One of the principal objects of this invention
is the provision of a compartment belt for carry-
ing money and other articles having compart-
ment closure means, and improved means for se-
curing said closure means in closed position with-.

out the use of buttons, metallic fastening ele-"10-

ments or operable connections of any nature.
Another principal object of this invention is the

provision of a compartment belt provided with a

large pocket coextensive with: the belt proper and

5.

an overlying series of extensible pockets, one wall' 15

of said large pocket being provided with an ex-
tension foldable over and constituting a closure
for the upper ends of all of the pockets, said ex-
tension terminating in a series of flap or tongue’

portions each adapted to overlie a respective ex- 20

tensible pocket, and a flap or tongue:retaining
means operable to permit movement of the clo-
sure and flap or tongue means to and from their
closed and secured positions without the opera-

tion of any connecting :devices, such as-buckles,. 25

snap fasteners, buttons, or other fastening ele-
ments.

A further important object of this 1nvent10n is
the provision of a belt of this character having a
series of pockets or compartments, a closure
means common to all of the pockets and-operable:
as a unit with respect thereof, at the same time
constituting individual closures for the respective

. compartments independently operable -without
regard to adjacent compartments.

Another principal object of: this 1nvent1on is
the provision.of a belt of this character formed.
from three layers of material, one of said outer
layers extending beyond the other layers and
forming with the intermediate or partition layer a
compartment, the other outer layer forming with:
said partition layer a series of extendible pock-
ets, said extension being foldable to provide a clo-
sure for said compartment and pockets and in-
cluding closure portions overlying said pockets
and independently operable with respect thereto
without disturbing an adJacent portion, and -
means for securing said portionsin closed position
without the use of manually operable fastening
elements, said means including a yieldable ‘and 5
adjustable waist enc1rcl1ng and belt body support-
ing member attached to said body: and arranged
in & manner adapted to compensate for the rela-
tive expansion of said pockets.
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become apparent as the descnptlon proceeds the
invention resides in the construction, combina-
tion and arrangement of :parts, hereinafter more
fully described and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawing, in which like characters
of reference indicate: like parts throughout the
several ﬁgures of which: -

Fig. 1 is a-front elevation of one form of my
compartment belt invention closed.

Pig.-2 is a similar view w1th the closure in open
position.

PFig. 3-isran enlarged transverse vertical section
on the line3—3 of Fig. 1.~

Fig. 4 is a detaﬂ view taken on the hne §—4 of
Fig. 2.

"PFig.5is a horlzontal sectlon on the line 5—5 of
Fig. 1.~

Fig.6isa front e1evat1on of’ another form of my
invention closed.  ~:::

Fig. T is a view SImﬂar to F1g 6 showmg the clo-
sure in open position.

Fig.8isa honzontal sectlon on the line 8—8 of
F1g -6. :

Fig, 9 is an enlarged vert1ca1 sect1on on the line
9—9 of Fig. 6.

~PFig. 10'is-an enlarged detaﬂ on the lme 10—t0
of Fig. 11, B

Fig. 11is a detall sect1on on the lme ll-——ll of
Fig. 10. :

- Pig.12is a detail of the belt strap and y1eldab1e
member o

In the ﬂlustrated embod1ment charactenmng
this invention there is shown s compartment or
money belt A (Figs..1 to 5); formed from a one

5 piece blank of fabric or other suitable material 1
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With these and other obJects 1n V1ew whlch W111 55

and in the present instance having superimposed
thereon a suitable lining material 2. . Said mate-
rials are folded upon themselves a,long their sur-
rounding edges as shown in Fig, 4, and their en-
gaging surfaces are cemented, sewed or otherwise
suitably united as will be well understood.

Said material 1 and its lining 2 are folded lon-
gitudinally as at 3:to form the front and back
walls 4 and 5, respect;vely The rear wall 5 is of
a height corresponding to-that of wall 4 and is -

- formed with .an extension 6 ‘adapted for foldable

engagement with-front wall 4, and constituting a
closure common: to the compartments T and 8
and . the larger intermediate compartment 9
0 formed by uniting the walls 4 and'5 by the trans-
versely extending lines of stitching 0. The ex-
tension 6 is formed with the substantially "U-
shaped cut out portions- Il providingthe indi-
vidual closure portions 12,.13 .and 14 adapted to

~hormally overlie the compartments or pockets 1,




-tion as shown in Fig. 1.
Longitudinally superimposed on said wall 4§ and’
slidably extending through the loops 18 is 9 strap "

- member .20 of similar-material to said wall-or:

8 and 9, respectively, and constituting closure por-
tions for said compartments independently oper-
able with respect to each other and closure por-
tion 6, as will more directly fully appear.

The body portion of said belt A comprising the
folded over front and back wall portions 4 and 5,
is formed with the stiffened or stabilizing tapered
end portions 45 extending in opposite directions
beyond the closure portion 6, and united by the
triangular_lines of stitching 1§, the- transverse
portions 17 .of which férm the end walls of the
compartments T and 8, and correspond to the lines

of stitching 10, which form the other ends of said:; -

compartments, -

A pair of loop members 18, 6f §irnfiar or Gthes
suitable material to front wall 4 are.secured. to,. .

sald wall by stitching 19 atid positioned to project
to or through the cut out portions |1 When the
closure members 12, 13, and 14 are in closed

other ‘suitable inaterial, and, in the present-in
stance, .is: secured thereto by--the stitching 186
Said .strap-is adapted to éncircle the body of the
wearer and has suitably seécuifeqd: within one end:
a section of elastic or:yieldable msteria] 20’ and
to the free end of which is suitably secured a
conventional hook 21 and-ts the other erid:of the
strap an adjusting buckle 22 and a slidable éye-
link -23 'for’ engagement with.sald hook: ~Said
strap and section 20’ are attached to:the ‘body:
portion by gaid stitching 16; and from which point
to the hook 21 said belt constitutes a loose Kous=
Ing or biping normally concesling said section 20’
which automatically effects adjustment of "said’
encircling portion with respect to the’ body move-
ments of the wearer. Said strap ix of the proper:
length intermediate its poifits of conneetion to
the wall 4 by the stitching 16 to éonstitute g, flap
or Closure retdining means freely adjustable Be-

tween said points and adapted to secure the clg:’

sure-and-flap ‘portions 12, 3, and 14 ih''clo§éd
bosition and is adjustably operable with réspect
to each flap of closiire poition fo effect its rendy
opening and return to closed and secured posic:
tion without fegard to: and iridependently of an
adjacent compartment and closus
and' ‘Whereby -an ailtomatic compensating “&nd
tensioning adjustment with respect to filled 4fid’
unfilled’ compartmerits 'OF pockets iseffdeted .
“Tt-is. fuurther ‘apparent that® the brincipal or
maln closure § may bé nioved to oben Dosition to

give access to all of the pockets or any IHdividual |

closure portion 12, 13 or 14 may be opened and
closed’ without regird to its adjacent mémbeér or
Pocket, 1 ot TR _

‘In Figs. 6 to .11 ‘there i§ shown another form
of the invention similar'in prinicipal to the form
above described except varying in structural ar-
rangement incident to' s thrée walled structire
and increased carrying capacity. e

~ This form comprises a fréfit wall 24, g partition
wall 25, 'alid a'rear. or baek wall 26.  Said rear
wall 26 is formed With an exténsion 21 adapted
for foldsble ‘engagemént with the front wall 24
and constitutes' & common closure for the com-
partment 28 formed by the back wall 26 and par-
tition wall 25, ‘and the compartiients of pookets
29,.30-and 31 formed by uniting the front wall 24

and the partition wall 25'by the transversely ex-

tending lines ‘of stitching 32.", Said exténsion 21
Is: formed ‘with': the. substantially U-shaped cut
out portions 33, forming -the ihdividual clostire

posi- -

its respective clouré;
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portions 34, 35 and 36 adapted to normally overlie .
and to constitute closures for said compartments
or pockets 29, 30 and 3{, respectively, and inde-
pendently operable with respect to each other and
the closure portion 21, as will directly more fully

- appear.

Before the front wall 24 is attached to the par-
tition wall 25 it is folded inwardly on its end
edges as at 31, then outwardly upon said fold
as. at 38. to -effect a bellows ~construction and
which forms the:extensible end walls of compart-
ments 29 and 3t and said material is similarly

folded inwardly of its compartment to form the

opposite walls thereof and adjacent to such folds

TR %

-5 similar folded to form the end walls of inter-
; mediate chamber 30, except that the portions 38
~of the adjacént fold of chambers 3i and 30 and

© 29 and 38 are integrally connected, forming g
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strip adapted to lie flat against the partition 25
when said- adjacent compartments are empty,
said strip being- ¢centrally connectsd to said par-
tition by stitching 32 -and functiohing as a hinge’
for said wall portions .38 of -adjacent compart-
ments, as clearly shown:in Figs. 8 and 11, and
with the foldable walls partially. exterided. The
collapsible portions-38 of the outer eénd-walls of
compartments 29 and -3} are united to partition’
wall 25 and the rear wall 26 by stitching 39 which
stitching unites the thrée walls at their end edges,
The back wall mémber 26 is formad with a pro-
Jection extending beyond the lower overlapping:
longitudinal edges of the front wall 24 and par-
tition wall'25 and is folded upon' itself along its
edge forming the hem 49 and:is folded ‘OVEr the
Iower edges of said walls 24 and 25 and with the
hem 40 in overlying engagement with the outer
surface of wall 24, said parts being united by-a
line of “stitching 41 and ‘which completes the
formation of the belt proper. The walls 24 and
26 are formed with a lining 42 similar to form A,
though the partition wall 25 is only lined on 6tie
side within chamber 28. It is appatrent that it
may be lined on both-sides if desired. '

A pair:of Icop members 43 of similar -or othér
suftable material to front wall 24 are ‘secured to
sald wall'substantially ‘central of its heighth by
stitching 32 ahd in alignment with the cut out
portions 33 when the closure members-34, 35 and
86 are in closéd’ position.” Said loops when ‘the
front. portion is collapsed ‘are substantially ‘con-

cealed by the overlying portions 31 &s shown in
Figs. Gand 7. o ov oo oo T

_Longitiidinally superimposed on’ wall 24" and
slidably extending through the loops 43 and over
the closure members 34, ‘35, and- 36 is a strap
member 44, of similar material to said wall or of
other suitable material, and is secured at sach
end to the belt proper by the stitching 28 which

. I8 normally concealéd from View. - Said strap is
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adapted to encirclé the body of the ‘wearer and
has siitably secired within one end 'a ‘section of
elastic or yieldable material 44’ -and to the free-
end of which 'is'suitably secured a conventional
hook 21 and to the other end of said strap an
adjusting buckle 22 and a slidable eyelink 23 for
engagement with said hook. Said strap 44 and
yieldable section 44’ are secured to the body por-
tion by'thé stitching 39, and the piping and ad-
justing action of said section 44" is identical to
such parts above described in connection with
strap'20 and section 20°. It will be noted that
the strap in this' instance, while freely slidable:

in the loops 43, presentsa, substantial Ioop forma..

tion within the bellows. portions.37 and 38 When

& compartment or compartments are in extended



2,383,748

‘position. 'Said strap is of a length intermediate
its connected points 39 to retain the closures 34,

35, and 36 insertible thereunder in closed posi-
tion and adjustable with respect to said com-’

partments to compensate for their extension and

tending to  equalize the tension with respect’

thereto during different degrees of expansion and
with respect to said loops adjustably operable to
permit ready opening and clesing of the respec-
tive independently operable closure portions or
flaps by insertion thereunder as will be-well un-
derstood. .

The formation and operation of the main
closure and the independently operable closure
members and the strap and cooperating loop
closure defining and strap retaining means are
substantially identical in both forms of the in-
vention. In both forms the closure securing strap
means is adjustable from end to end of the front
wall and adjustable independently with respect
to each flap closure to permit easy insertion
thereunder or removal therefrom of the closure
portion of a respective compartment, and inde-
pendently and automatically adjustable with re-
spect to the body movements of the wearer.

From the above it is apparent that I ha,ve>

designed a money belt or article carrying belt
having a plurality of compartments or pockets
having & foldable closure common to all of the
compartments and including closure portions in-
dependently operable with respect to certain of
the compartments, and means for ‘securing in
_closed position the common closure and consti-
tuting an adjustable retaining means for each

of the independent closures, without the use of .-

buckles, buttons, zippers, snap fasteners or other
metallic or separable fastening means, yet simple
in construction, pleasing in appearance, adjust-
ably comfortable to the wearer, versatile in its

adaptive use, readily accessible as to all of ‘the °

3

with the spaces between said flap members and a
waist encircling belt body supporting member
coninected - intermediate its. length at . spaced

- points to the ‘opposite ends of the body portion,

the portion of-said supporting member inter-
medidte said points of connection therewith be-
ing sdapted to pass over the flaps and loosely
thiough the guide members to secure said flaps of

- $aid common closure in closed position, said por-

10

tion being readily adjustable through said guides
to compensate for the relative expansion of the
compartments and to facilitate the manipulation

" of the respective flaps to open and closed posi~
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compartments or a particular compartment, .

manufacturable at a minimum of cost, and effi-
cient for the purpose intended.

Although in practice it has been found that the
form of the invention illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing and referred to in the above
description as the preferred embodiment is the
most’ efficient and practical, yet realizing that
conditions concurrent with the adoption of the
invention will necessarily vary, it is well to em-
phasize that various minor changes in details
of construction, proportion and arrangement of
parts, may be resorted to within the scope of the
appended claims without departing from or sac-
rificing any of the principles of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what is
desired protected by Letters Patent is as set
forth in the following claims: '

1. In a belt, front and back walls connected
at their longitudinal lower edges and adjacent
their end edges constituting the body portion, a
plurality of compartments intermediate said
walls and said end connections, said back wall
having an integral extension foldable over said
front wall constituting a common closure for

said compartments and including a plurality of -

spaced independent flap closure members over-
lying and being substantially coextensive in
length and breadth with said compartments, each
of said flaps being individually operable to open
and close the respective compartments without
disturbing the remaining flaps, means for se-
curing said flap members in closed position, said
means including a plurality of flexible guide
means secured to said front wall in alignment

tion.

2. In a belt, a front, a back and a partition
wall connected at their lower longitudinal edges
and at their end edges constituting the body
portion, said front wall being formed to con-
stitute a plurality of compartments within said
body, said compartments being formed with ac-
cordian folds forming normally collapsed exten-
sible end walls, the end walls of adjacent com-
partments being integrally connected, said in-
tegral connections and partition wall being con-
nected in parallelism with said end connections,
3 guide member secured to the respective integral
connections adapted to be normally substantial-
1y concealed by said collapsed end walls, said
back wall having an integral extension foldable
over said front wall constituting a common clo-
sure for said compartments, said common closure
peing formed intermediate its ends to provide
g plurality of spaced flaps extending substantial-
1y to the lower edge of said front wall, said flaps
being independently operable to open selectively
respective compartments without disturbing ad-
jacent compartments, a Wwaist encircling belt
body supporting member connected intermediate
its length at spaced points to said body, the por-
tion of said member intermediate said points and
overlying said body being adapted to pass over
the flaps and loosely through the guide members
to secure said flaps of said common closure in
closed position, said latter portion being adjust-

> able through said guides to compensate for the

relative expansion -of the compartments and to
facilitate manipulation of the respective flaps to
open and closed position, and means for adjust-
ably securing said encircling member about a
person’s waist.

3. In a beli, a front, & back and a partition
wall connected at their lower longitudinal edges
and at their end edges and constituting the body
portion, said front wall being arranged to form
with said partition wall a plurality of compart-
ments, said compartments being formed with ac-
cordian folds forming normally collapsed exten-

. sible end walls, the end walls of adjacent com-
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partments having integrally connected portions,
said integral connections and partition wall be-
ing connected in parallelism with said end con-
nections, a guide member secured to the respec-
tive integral connections adapted to be substan-
tially concealed by said collapsed end walls, said
partition and back wall forming a compartment
substantially coextensive with said body portion,
gaid back wall having an integral extension con-
stituting a common closure foldable to close the
upper ends of all the compartments, said com-
mon closure being notched intermediate its ends
to provide & plurality of flaps, the flaps being
substantially coextensive in length and breadth

* with the surfaces of the underlying compart-

)

ments formed by said front wall and independ-
ently operable to open selectively the respective




4 , 2,388,748

cdmpartments,‘ & waist encircling belt body sup-
porting member connected intermediate its length
to the ends of said belt body, the portion of said

member overlying said body being adapted to

"pass over the flaps and loosely through the guide
members to secure said flaps of -said ecommon
closure in closed position, said latter portion be~
ing adjustable through said guides to compensate

for the relative expansion of the compartments -

and to facilitate manipulation of the respective
flaps to open and closed position, said adjustable
portion normally forming loops hetween and suhb-
stantially concealed by said end walls, and inter-~
connecting means in connection with the free
ends of said encircling member for adjustably
securing said member about a person’s waist.

SOL SHERMAN.



