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(57) ABSTRACT

A furniture handling strap assembly may be used to aid in
lifting and carrying a furniture item such as a chair, sofa, or
loveseat, for example. The handling strap assembly may
include a strap, a bracket, and a fastener. The strap may
include a first handling loop and a second handling loop. The
first and second handling loops may be flexible. The bracket
may be attached to the strap. The fastener may be configured
to be received through an aperture in the bracket and may
engage the furniture item. A person may insert his/her hand
through one or both of the handling loops and gasp a portion
of the strap. The person may use his/her other hand to
support and stabilize the furniture member as the person lifts
the furniture item. Another person may assist in lifting the
furniture item using another one of the handling strap
assemblies.
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FURNITURE HANDLING STRAP

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 63/117,055 filed on Nov. 23, 2020.
The entire disclosure of the above application is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to a handling strap
assembly for lifting and carrying a furniture item.

BACKGROUND

[0003] This section provides background information
related to the present disclosure and is not necessarily prior
art.

[0004] Furniture items, such as chairs, sofas, loveseats,
etc., are often difficult to lift and carry due to their size,
shape, and/or weight. Many furniture items lack convenient
surfaces to grip, which can make lifting and carrying the
furniture item awkward or impractical even for two people
lifting together. The present disclosure provides a handling
strap assembly and method that allow a furniture item to be
easily and conveniently lifted and carried to a desired
location.

SUMMARY

[0005] This section provides a general summary of the
disclosure and is not a comprehensive disclosure of its full
scope or all of its features.

[0006] In one form, the present disclosure provides a
furniture handling strap assembly that may include a strap,
a bracket, and a fastener. The strap may include a first
handling loop and a second handling loop. The first and
second handling loops may be flexible. The bracket may be
attached to the strap. The fastener may be configured to be
received through an aperture in the bracket.

[0007] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of the above paragraph, the second handling
loop extends further away from the bracket than the first
handling loop.

[0008] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of either of the above paragraphs, the first
and second handling loops extend parallel to each other.
[0009] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the first and second handling loops are attached to each other
by a stitching.

[0010] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the first and second handling loops both extend from the
stitching in a first direction.

[0011] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the strap includes a bracket loop attached to the bracket.
[0012] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the bracket loop extends from the stitching in a second
direction that is opposite the first direction.

[0013] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the fastener includes a head and a threaded shaft.
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[0014] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of the above paragraph, the threaded shaft
may be configured to threadably engage a threaded aperture
in a furniture item.

[0015] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the strap is a webbing of thread.

[0016] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of the above paragraph, the thread is a
polyester thread.

[0017] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the first and second handling loops and the bracket loop are
formed from a single, unitary length of the webbing of
thread.

[0018] In some configurations of the furniture handling
strap assembly of any one or more of the above paragraphs,
the bracket is a rigid member including a slot that receives
the bracket loop of the strap.

[0019] In another form, the present disclosure provides a
method of transporting a furniture item. The method may
include removing a first foot and a second foot from a first
location and a second location, respectively, of an underside
of the furniture item; attaching a first handling strap assem-
bly to the first location of the underside of the furniture item;
attaching a second handling strap assembly to the second
location of the underside of the furniture item; inserting a
first hand of a first person through a selected one of first and
second handling loops of the first handling strap assembly;
inserting a first hand of a second person through a selected
one of first and second handling loops of the second han-
dling strap assembly; supporting the furniture item with a
second hand of the first person, wherein the second hand of
the first person is spaced apart from the first and second
handling strap assemblies while supporting the furniture
item; supporting the furniture item with a second hand of the
second person, wherein the second hand of the second
person is spaced apart from the first and second handling
strap assemblies while supporting the furniture item; and
lifting the furniture item and carrying the furniture item.
[0020] In some configurations of the method of the above
paragraph, removing the first and second feet from the
furniture item includes unscrewing the first and second feet
from apertures in the furniture item.

[0021] In some configurations of the method of either of
the above paragraphs, attaching the first and second han-
dling strap assemblies to the first and second locations
includes threadably engaging fasteners of the first and
second handling strap assemblies into the apertures at the
first and second locations of the furniture item.

[0022] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
strap assemblies each include a bracket through which the
fasteners extend.

[0023] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the second handling loop
extends further away from the bracket than the first handling
loop.

[0024] In some configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
loops extend parallel to each other.

[0025] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
loops are formed from a webbing of thread.
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[0026] In some configurations of the method of the above
paragraph, the thread is a polyester thread.

[0027] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
loops and the bracket loop are formed from a single, unitary
length of the webbing of thread.

[0028] In some configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
loops are attached to each other by a stitching.

[0029] In some configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the first and second handling
loops both extend from the stitching in a first direction.
[0030] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the webbing of thread
includes a bracket loop that extends from the stitching in a
second direction that is opposite the first direction.

[0031] Insome configurations of the method of any one or
more of the above paragraphs, the bracket loop engages the
bracket.

[0032] Further areas of applicability of the present disclo-
sure will become apparent from the description, the claims,
and the drawings. The description and specific examples in
this summary are intended for purposes of illustration only
and are not intended to limit the scope of the present
disclosure.

DRAWINGS

[0033] The drawings described herein are for illustrative
purposes only of selected embodiments and not all possible
implementations and are not intended to limit the scope of
the present disclosure.

[0034] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a handling strap
assembly according to the principles of the present disclo-
sure;

[0035] FIG. 2 is a bottom view of the handling strap
assembly;

[0036] FIG. 3 is a side view of the handling strap assem-
bly;

[0037] FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of the handling
strap assembly;

[0038] FIG. 5 is a partial exploded view of the handling
strap assembly;

[0039] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of people lifting a

furniture item using two of the handling strap assemblies;
[0040] FIG. 7 is another perspective view of the people
lifting the furniture item using the handling strap assemblies;
[0041] FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of one of the
people lifting the furniture item using the handling strap
assembly;

[0042] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the furniture item
resting on its front surface; and

[0043] FIG. 10 is a flowchart depicting a method of lifting
and carrying the furniture item.

[0044] Corresponding reference numerals indicated corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0045] Example embodiments will now be described more
fully with reference to the accompanying drawings.

[0046] Example embodiments are provided so that this
disclosure will be thorough and will fully convey the scope
to those who are skilled in the art. Numerous specific details
are set forth such as examples of specific components,
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devices, and methods, to provide a thorough understanding
of'embodiments of the present disclosure. It will be apparent
to those skilled in the art that specific details need not be
employed, that example embodiments may be embodied in
many different forms and that neither should be construed to
limit the scope of the disclosure. In some example embodi-
ments, well-known processes, well-known device struc-
tures, and well-known technologies are not described in
detail.

[0047] The terminology used herein is for the purpose of
describing particular example embodiments only and is not
intended to be limiting. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,” “an,” and “the” may be intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
The terms “comprises,” “comprising,” “including,” and
“having” are inclusive and therefore specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, and/or groups thereof. The method steps, pro-
cesses, and operations described herein are not to be con-
strued as necessarily requiring their performance in the
particular order discussed or illustrated, unless specifically
identified as an order of performance.

[0048] When an element or layer is referred to as being
“on,” “engaged with,” “connected to,” or “coupled to”
another element or layer, it may be directly on, engaged,
connected, or coupled to the other element or layer, or
intervening elements or layers may be present. In contrast,
when an element is referred to as being “directly on,”
“directly engaged with,” “directly connected to,” or
“directly coupled to” another element or layer, there may be
no intervening elements or layers present. Other words used
to describe the relationship between elements should be
interpreted in a like fashion (e.g., “between” versus “directly
between,” “adjacent” versus “directly adjacent,” etc.). As
used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all combi-
nations of one or more of the associated listed items.

[0049] Although the terms first, second, third, etc. may be
used herein to describe various elements, components,
regions, layers, and/or sections, these elements, components,
regions, layers, and/or sections should not be limited by
these terms. These terms may be only used to distinguish one
element, component, region, layer, and/or section from
another element, component, region, layer, and/or section.
Terms such as “first,” “second,” and other numerical terms
when used herein do not imply a sequence or order unless
clearly indicated by the context. Thus, a first element,
component, region, layer, or section could be terms a second
element, component, region, layer, or section without
departing from the teachings of the example embodiment.
[0050] Spatially relative terms, such as “inner,” “outer,”
“beneath,” “below,” “lower,” “above,” “upper,” and the like,
may be used herein for ease of description to describe one
element or feature’s relationship to another element or
feature as illustrated in the figures. Spatially relative terms
may be intended to encompass different orientations of the
device in use or operation in addition to the orientation
depicted in the figures. For example, if the device in the
figures is turned over, elements described as “below” or
“beneath” other elements or features would then be oriented
above the other elements or features. Thus, the example term
“below” can encompass both an orientation of above and
below. The device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
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degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

[0051] With reference to FIGS. 1-10, a furniture handling
strap assembly 10 is provided. As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7,
one or more of the handling strap assemblies 10 may be used
by one or more persons 12 to lift and carry a furniture item
14 (e.g., a sofa, chair, loveseat, chaise, ottoman, bed frame,
etc.) so that the one or more persons 12 can transport the
furniture item 14 from a first location to a second location.
[0052] As shown in FIGS. 1-5, the handling strap assem-
bly 10 may include a strap 16, a bracket 18, a fastener 20,
and a retainer 22. The strap 16 may include at least one
handling loop. In the example shown in the figures, the strap
16 includes a first handling loop 24, a second handling loop
26, and a bracket loop 27. The first and second handling
loops 24, 26 may be woven, braided, twisted, sewn, and/or
otherwise formed from one or more flexible filaments,
threads, or fibers, for example. In some examples, the first
and second handling loops 24, 26 may be low-stretch
polyester webbings formed from polyester multifilament
thread, such as PREMOBOND thread manufactured by
Fil-Tec, for example.

[0053] In some configurations, the first and second han-
dling loops 24, 26 may be two distinct loops of strap material
(e.g., webbing) that are sewn, stitched, bonded and/or oth-
erwise fixed together. In the example shown in the figures,
the first and second handling loops 24, 26 and the bracket
loop 27 are formed from a single, unitary length of strap
material (e.g., webbing). As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the
single, unitary length of strap material may include a first
end 28 and a second end 30. The first and second ends 28,
30 and a plurality of intermediate portions 31 of the strap
may be stacked atop each other and stitched together via
stitching 32 (FIGS. 1 and 2), thereby forming the first and
second handling loops 24, 26 and the bracket loop 27. The
first and second handling loops 24, 26 may have a width W
that is sized so that the handling loops 24, 26 do not dig into
a person’s flesh while the person’s hand and/or forearm is
inserted through one or both handling loops 24, 26. For
example, the width W may be about two inches. In some
configurations, the strap 16 may include only a single
handling loop or more than two handling loops.

[0054] As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the bracket loop 27 may
extend from the stitching 32 (or from the first end 28) in a
first direction, and the first and second handling loops 24, 26
may extend from the stitching 32 in a second direction
opposite the first direction. The first handling loop 24 may
extend a first distance from the stitching 32 in the second
direction, and the second handling loop 26 may extend a
second distance from the stitching 32 in the second direc-
tion. The second distance may be greater than the first
distance. In other words, the second handling loop 26 can
extend further from the bracket loop 27 than the first
handling loop 24. As shown in the figures, the first and
second handling loops 24, 26 may be parallel to each other.
The bracket loop 27 may also be parallel to the first and
second handling loops 24, 26.

[0055] The bracket 18 may be a rigid plate or block and
can be formed from a metallic, polymeric, or composite
material, for example. The bracket 18 may include a first
aperture 34 and a second aperture 36 (FIG. 5). The first
aperture 34 may be a slot sized to allow the bracket loop 27
of the strap 16 to extend therethrough. That is, the first end
28 of the strap 16 may be fed through the first aperture 34
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before the strap 16 is stitched (at stitching 32) to form the
loops 24, 26, 27. In this manner, the bracket 18 is retained
on the bracket loop 27.

[0056] The fastener 20 may include a threaded (or at least
partially threaded) shaft 38 and a head 40. The head 40 is
disposed at one end of the shaft 38. The shaft 38 may extend
through the second aperture 36. The second aperture 36 is
sized large enough to allow the shaft 38 to be freely inserted
therein and small enough to prevent the head 40 from
passing through the aperture 36. In some configurations, the
fastener 20 may be a thumb screw—i.e., the head 40 may be
sized to allow a person to readily grip the head 40 with
his/her fingers to manually turn the fastener 20 without the
use of any tools. The periphery of the head 40 may including
knurling 42, ribs, or other features to improve grip. In some
configurations, the head 40 may also include one or more
slots 44 (FIG. 1) and/or a socket to accommodate a screw-
driver or wrench.

[0057] As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the retainer 22 may be
a push ring having a plurality of radially inwardly extending
tabs 46 that engage the shaft 38 of the fastener 20. The tabs
46 may be resiliently flexible. With the shaft 38 inserted
through the second aperture 36, the tabs 46 can be pressed
or threaded onto the shaft 38 and may engage the threads of
the shaft 38 (i.e., with the bracket 18 disposed between the
head 40 and the retainer 22). In this manner, the retainer 22
prevents the fastener 20 from inadvertently falling out of the
second aperture 36.

[0058] As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the bracket 18 defines a
first distal end of the handling strap assembly 10 and a distal
end of the second handling loop 26 defines a second distal
end of the handling strap assembly 10. A distal end of the
first handling strap 24 is disposed between the second distal
end of the handling strap assembly 10 and the bracket 18.
The entire first handling loop 24 is disposed between the
distal end of the second handling loop 26 and the bracket 18.

[0059] Referring now to FIGS. 6-10, a method of lifting
the furniture item 14 using the handling strap assemblies 10
will be described. For example, as shown in FIG. 6, a pair
of handling strap assemblies 10 can be attached to the
furniture item 14, and the people 12 can utilize the handling
strap assemblies 10 to more easily lift the furniture item 14
so that the people 12 can more easily carry the furniture item
14 to a desired location.

[0060] FIG.9 shows an underside 50 of the furniture item
14 having a plurality of feet 52 that are threadably fastened
to the underside 50. For example, each of the feet 52 may
include a threaded shaft (not shown) that can be threadably
received in one of a plurality of apertures 56 (e.g., threaded
holes) in the underside 50 of the furniture item 14 (i.e., an
underside of a frame of the furniture item 14). In some
configurations, the apertures 56 may be the threaded holes in
T-nuts connected to the frame of the furniture item 14.

[0061] During normal use of the furniture item 14 (e.g.,
when one or more people are sitting on the furniture item
14), the feet 52 are in contact with a floor or ground surface.
To attach the handling strap assemblies 10 to the furniture
item 14, the furniture item 14 may be placed on its front
surface 58 (i.e., with the underside 50 oriented generally
perpendicular to the floor; shown in FIG. 9). In this position
(or with the furniture item placed on one of its side surfaces
60 or its rear surface 62), some or all of the feet 52 may be
removed from the furniture item 14 (see step 110 of FIG.
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10). Any desired number of handling strap assemblies 10
may be attached to the furniture item 14 in place of the feet
52.

[0062] The handling strap assembly 10 may be attached to
the furniture item 14 by fastening the bracket 18 to the
underside 50 of the furniture item 14 by threading the
fastener 20 into a desired aperture 56 in the furniture item 14
(see FIG. 6 and step 120 of FIG. 10). In some circumstances
(e.g., depending on the shape and size of the furniture item
10 and how and where the furniture item 10 is to be carried),
it may be most beneficial to fasten handling strap assemblies
10 to two of the apertures 56 located closest to the floor
when the furniture item 14 is resting on its front surface 58
(as shown in FIG. 6), one of its side surfaces 60, or its rear
surface 62.

[0063] With the handling strap assemblies 10 attached to
the furniture item 14, one of the people 12 can insert his/her
first hand 66 and (if desired) his/her first wrist 68 through a
selected one of the handling loops 24, 26 of one of the
handling strap assemblies 10, and another one of the people
12 can insert his/her first hand 66 and (if desired) his/her first
wrist 68 through a selected one of the handling loops 24, 26
of another one of the handling strap assemblies 10. As
shown in FIGS. 6 and 8, after inserting their first hands 66
(and optionally, their first wrists 68) through the selected
handling loops 24, 26, the people 12 may engage the
selected handling loop 24, 26 with their first wrists 68, first
hands 66, or first forearm and grasp the strap 16 (at either or
both of the handling loops 24, 26) with the first hands 66 (see
step 130 of FIG. 10).

[0064] As shown in FIG. 7, the people 12 may also use
their second hands 70 to hold parts of the furniture item 14
to stabilize the furniture item 14 while they grip the straps
16 with their first hands 66 (and optionally their first wrists
68) inserted through the selected handling loops 24, 26 (see
step 140 of FIG. 10). For example, the people 12 may hold
a backrest frame 72, armrest 74 and/or any other convenient
part of the furniture item 14 with their second hands 70. It
will be appreciated that the steps 130 and 140 need not
necessarily be performed in the order indicated in FIG. 10.
That is, step 140 could be performed before, after, or
concurrently with step 130.

[0065] While holding the furniture item 14 as described
above with respect to steps 130, 140, the people 12 may
stand upright to lift the furniture item 14 up off the floor and
walk with the furniture item 14 to a desired location (see step
150 of FIG. 10). Once the people 12 have transported the
furniture item 14 to the desired location, the people 12 can
lower the furniture item 14 back onto the floor and remove
their hands 66, 70 from the handling loops 24, 26 and the
furniture item 14. The handling strap assemblies 10 can then
be removed from the furniture item 14 (e.g., by unscrewing
the fasteners 20 from the apertures 56), and the feet 52 can
be attached back onto the furniture item 14 (e.g., by screw-
ing the feet 52 back into the aperture 56).

[0066] The handling strap assembly 10 described above
allows for easier lifting and carrying of large and/or heavy
furniture items. The two handling loops 24, 26 allow the
same handling strap assembly 10 to be used to lift and carry
a wider variety of furniture items (i.e., various shapes and
sizes of furniture items). The two handling loops 24, 26 also
allow different people of different sizes/heights/strengths to
choose the handling loop 24, 26 that works best for them for
a particular size/shape of furniture item. As shown in the
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figures, the people 12 do not need any tools or equipment
(other than the handling strap assemblies 10) to perform the
method described above.

[0067] Furthermore, the method described above includ-
ing inserting a first hand through one of the handling loops
24, 26 and gripping the strap 16 with the first hand and using
a second hand to hold a part of the furniture item 14 allows
the people 12 to more easily stabilize and balance the
furniture item 14 while the people 12 are carrying the
furniture item 14. This may be especially beneficial for
furniture items (e.g., sofas, loveseats, and chairs) that have
centers of gravity that are not coincident with or nearly
coincident with their geometrical centers.

[0068] Furthermore, utilizing the thumb screws as the
fasteners 20 allows the people 12 to attach the handling strap
assemblies 10 to the furniture item 14 without the use of any
tools. Furthermore, by attaching the handling strap assem-
blies 10 to the furniture item 14 using the fasteners 20 and
apertures 56 (i.e., the apertures 56 used to mount the feet
52), the furniture item 14 need not incorporate any features
that are not already common in furniture in order to utilize
the handling strap assemblies 10.

[0069] The foregoing description is merely illustrative in
nature and is in no way intended to limit the disclosure, its
application, or uses. The broad teachings of the disclosure
can be implemented in a variety of forms. Therefore, while
this disclosure includes particular examples, the true scope
of the disclosure should not be so limited since other
modifications will become apparent upon a study of the
drawings, the specification, and the following claims. It
should be understood that one or more steps within a method
may be executed in different order (or concurrently) without
altering the principles of the present disclosure. Further,
although each of the embodiments is described above as
having certain features, any one or more of those features
described with respect to any embodiment of the disclosure
can be implemented in and/or combined with features of any
of the other embodiments, even if that combination is not
explicitly described. In other words, the described embodi-
ments are not mutually exclusive, and permutations of one
or more embodiments with one another remain within the
scope of this disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A furniture handling strap assembly comprising:

a strap including a first handling loop and a second
handling loop, wherein the first and second handling
loops are flexible;

a bracket attached to the strap; and

a fastener configured to be received through an aperture in
the bracket.

2. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 1,
wherein the second handling loop extends further away from
the bracket than the first handling loop.

3. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 2,
wherein the first and second handling loops extend parallel
to each other.

4. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 3,
wherein the first and second handling loops are attached to
each other by a stitching, and wherein the first and second
handling loops both extend from the stitching in a first
direction.

5. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 4,
wherein the strap includes a bracket loop attached to the
bracket.
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6. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 5,
wherein the bracket loop extends from the stitching in a
second direction that is opposite the first direction.

7. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 6,
wherein the fastener includes a head and a threaded shaft,
and wherein the threaded shaft is configured to threadably
engage a threaded aperture in a furniture item.

8. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 7,
wherein the strap is a webbing of thread.

9. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 8,
wherein the thread is a polyester thread.

10. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 9,
wherein the first and second handling loops and the bracket
loop are formed from a single, unitary length of the webbing
of thread.

11. The furniture handling strap assembly of claim 10,
wherein the bracket is a rigid member including a slot that
receives the bracket loop of the strap.

12. A method of transporting a furniture item, the method
comprising:

removing a first foot and a second foot from a first

location and a second location, respectively, of an
underside of the furniture item;

attaching a first handling strap assembly to the first

location of the underside of the furniture item;
attaching a second handling strap assembly to the second
location of the underside of the furniture item;
inserting a first hand of a first person through a selected
one of first and second handling loops of the first
handling strap assembly;
inserting a first hand of a second person through a selected
one of first and second handling loops of the second
handling strap assembly;

supporting the furniture item with a second hand of the

first person, wherein the second hand of the first person
is spaced apart from the first and second handling strap
assemblies while supporting the furniture item;
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supporting the furniture item with a second hand of the
second person, wherein the second hand of the second
person is spaced apart from the first and second han-
dling strap assemblies while supporting the furniture
item; and

lifting the furniture item and carrying the furniture item.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein removing the first
and second feet from the furniture item includes unscrewing
the first and second feet from apertures in the furniture item.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein attaching the first
and second handling strap assemblies to the first and second
locations includes threadably engaging fasteners of the first
and second handling strap assemblies into the apertures at
the first and second locations of the furniture item.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first and second
handling strap assemblies each include a bracket through
which the fasteners extend, and wherein the second handling
loop extends further away from the bracket than the first
handling loop.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the first and second
handling loops extend parallel to each other.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the first and second
handling loops are formed from a webbing of thread.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the thread is a
polyester thread.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the first and second
handling loops and the bracket loop are formed from a
single, unitary length of the webbing of thread.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein:

the first and second handling loops are attached to each

other by a stitching,

the first and second handling loops both extend from the

stitching in a first direction,

the webbing of thread includes a bracket loop that extends

from the stitching in a second direction that is opposite
the first direction, and

the bracket loop engages the bracket.

#* #* #* #* #*



