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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOHN W. HEIZER, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

SUPPORTNG BLOCK OR BRACKET FOR ELECTRC FIXTURES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 661,986, dated November 20, 1900. 
Application filed December 30, 1899, Serial No. 742,100, No model.) 

To (t(/, 7th OT), it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN W. HEIZER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at No. 224 
Drake a venue, Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Supporting 
Blocks or Brackets for Electric Fixtures; and 
I do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in supporting blocks or brackets for electric 
fixtures. 
The aim and purpose of the invention is 

the provision of an improved block or bracket 
which Will permit of a ready adjustment and 
removal of the carrying portion or member 
and which will avoid the necessity of twist 
ing Ol' turning the conductors while the 
bracket is being placed or adjusted. 
A further object is the provision of an im 

proved, easily-adjusted, and secure device of 
the character indicated. 

In the drawings I have shown two forms of 
devices embodying the invention; but it is to 
be understood that variations and changes 
can be made without departing from the in 
vention. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 2 is 
an elevation. Fig. 3 is an edge view, and 
FigS. 4 and 5 are similar views of a modified 
form. 
A designates a suitable base-plate or se 

curing member, conveniently of metal, hav 
i}}g a series of perforations (t, therein, through 
which screws may be passed for attachment. 
The outer face of plate A has formed thereon 
a socket, as by means of two flanges B, in 
(; lined relative to the plane of the plate A 
and also converging toward each other and 
forming between themselves the wedge 
shaped dovetail socket. 
C designates a movable fixture - carrying 

member provided with a dovetail wedge pro 
jection coin plementary to the socket and 
adapted to coöperate there with to hold the 

fixture-carrying member on the base mem 
ber. This projection is conveniently formed 
of a metal casting having side C' inclined 
relative to the connecting or body portion 
and also converging toward each other simi 
lar to the flanges on the base member. The 
casting C is arched or provided with a chan 
nel between the sides, and a transverse 
threaded opening c is formed in the crown 
thereof leading from the space between the 
sides. The sides of the fixture-carrying mem 
ber enter the Socket formed between the 
flanges on the base member and wedge there 
in, forming a tight-holding joint between the 
members. 
D designates the fixture to which the con 

ductors E are attached. The fixture is at 
tached to the block or member C and the 
wires pass through the channel between the 
sides of the same out to their prope' circuit. 

In Figs. 4 and 5 I have shown a construc 
tion wherein the dovetail wedge or block F 
is made a part of the base - plate and the 
sliding outer member G is in the form of a 
plate having the inclined converging flanges 
G'. In this member the socket-opening is 
formed at g. 

In both constructions the relative sizes of 
the interlocking portions are such that space 
is left in which insulating-strips Hare placed 
for a purpose well understood. 
When the fixture is to be used on the ceil 

ing or other horizontal surface, a retaining 
spring, set-screw, or other retaining means 
may be employed to prevent the parts from 
being separated. A construction designed for 
such purpose is shown in Fig. 1. 

In adjusting the fixture the same is secured 
to the outer member, the wires attached, and 
the members placed together, and owing to 
the wedging action they are securely held in 
position. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a bracket for electrical fixtures, the 
combination with a base member having pro 
vision for attaching it to a support, of a fix 
ture-carrying member, a projecting part on 
one of said members slidably engaging in a 
socket on the other member, to detachably 
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hold the members together, said projecting 
part having formed therein a passage for the 
wires, substantially as described. 

2. In a supporting-bracket for electrical fix 
tures, the combination of a base member 
adapted to be fixed to a support, a fixture-car 
rying member, a dovetail projection on one 
member slidably engaging in a correspond 
ing socket on the other member and forming 
a detachable connection between said mem 
bers, said dovetail projection having a pas 
sage therein for the wires, substantially as 
described. 

3. In a bracket for an electrical fixture, the 
combination with a base having inclined con 
verging flanges, of a carrying-block having 
inclined converging sides coacting with said 
converging flanges to hold the base member 
and carrying-block together, an open center 
and provisions for the connection of a fixture, 
substantially as described. 

4. In a bracket for electrical fixtures, the 
combination with a base and a slidable car 
lier member, having provisions for attaching 
the fixture, of a slidable interlocking connec 
tion between the members and interposed in 
sulating material, substantially as described. 

5. In a bracket for electrical fixtures, the 
combination with a base member having pro 
visions for attaching it to a supporting-sur 
face, of a fixture-carrying member, a slidable 
interlocking connection between the mem 
bers and a passage for the wires extending 
outside from one of the members, and inter 
posed insulating material, Substantially as 
described. 
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6. In a supporting-bracket for electrical fix 
tures, the combination with a base member, 
of a carrying member, a slidable dovetail 
connection between the members, a wire-pas 
sage extending out from between the mem 
bers, and interposed insulating material, sub 
stantially as described. 

7. In a bracket for an electrical fixture, 
the combination with a base having inclined 
converging flanges, of a carrying-block hav 
ing inclined converging sides, an open center, 
and provisions for the connection of a fixture, 
and interposed insulating material, substan 
tially as described. 

8. In a bracket for electrical fixtures, the 
combination with a base member having pro 
visions for attaching it to a supporting-sur 

45 

50 

face, of a fixture-carrying member, a detach 
able wedge connection between the members 
and a passage for the wires formed in said 
connection and extending outward from one 
of the members, substantially as described. 

9. In a supporting-bracket for electrical fix= 
tures, the combination with a base member 
adapted to be fixed to a support, of a carry 
ing member, a wedge projection on One mem 
ber slidably and detachably engaging in a 
corresponding socket in the other member, 
said projection having formed therein a wire 
passage, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

- JOHN W. HEIZER. 
Witnesses: 

W. J. ROBINSON, 
E. M. STALEY. 
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