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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Georee S. KyLE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Chambersburg, in the county of Franklin

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented |

certain new and useful Improvements in
Seesaws; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. :

My invention relates to improvements in
amusement apparatus, and more particu-
larly to a swinging or seesawing device.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple and attractive seesaw from which a
great amount of pleasure and amusement
may be derived.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will> be hereinafter
more fully described and claimed. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view of a seesaw constructed in
accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a
side elevation of the same with partsinlongi-
tudinal section. Fig. 3 is a vertical trans-
verse sectional view taken on the plane indi-
cated by the line 3 3 in Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a
horizontal sectional view taken on the plane
indicated by the line 4 4 in Fig. 2 and looking
in the direction indicated by the arrow.

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1
denotes my improved seesaw, which con-
sists of an oscillating seat-carrying frame 2,
mounted upon & support 3, which is provided
upon a base 4. The latter comprises a hori-
zontally-disposed spring board or platform
5, which is supported at its central portion,
so that its ends are above the ground or floor
upon which the device is mounted. The
spring or platform may be made of wood,
metal, or any other suitable material, but as
shown is formed of a series of parallel
boards or planks united upon their under
sides by cross-bars 6. . Three intermediate
cross-bars 6, which are located adjacent to the

- center of the platform, are mounted upon side

50

beams or sills 7,so that the ends of the plat- |

form are spaced from or above the surface on
which the side beams 7 rest and are adapted to
act asspring-boardsin the operation of the see-
saw, as presently explained. The support 3,

upon which the oscillating frame is pivotally sz

mounted, may be of any suitable form and
construction; but as shown it resembles &
carpenter’s horse or trestle, and consists of
a cross-beam 9, supported at each end by
legs 10, which have their lower ends resting
upon the center of the platform 5. The sup-
port or horse 3 is secured upon the platform
by a bolt or tie-rod 11, which passes through
alining openings formed in the centers of the
platform and the beam 9 and has a clamping-
nut 12 upon its upper end. The swinging
frame 2 1s mounted upon a pivot-rod 13,
which has its ends secured in heads 14, pro-
vided upon the top of the beam 9, so that said
pivot is dispesed centrally above the latter.
The oscillating or swinging seat-frame 2 of
the seesaw may also be constructed of any
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suitable material in any desired manner; but

as shown it consists of a central platform 15,
from which extend parallel side bars 16,
which are connected at their upper ends by
side rails 17. The lower side bars 16 extend
in pairs and angularly from the platform 15
and are connected by cross-bars 18 at points
intermediate their ends. At their ends they
are connected by cross-bars and slats, which
form curved seats 19 and upright backs 20
for said seats. The ends of the upper side
rails 17 are provided on their upper edges
with hand bars or rails 21 and on their lower
edges with depending feet 22.

In order to permit the oscillating frame 2
to be adjusted to compensate for persons of
unequal weights upon the seats 19, I provide
an adjustable pivotal connection between
said frame and the pivot-rod 13. This con-
nection is preferably effected by providing at
the ends of said platform 15 a series of semi-
cylindrical recesses or sockets 23, which are
adapted to engage the pivot-rod 13 between
its heads 14. As shown, these sockets are
formed in the bottom of platform 15 and are
protected at each side thereof by suitable
metal plates 24; but it will be understood that
when -the platform is made of metal said
sockets are formed in the same. In order to
hold said sockets upon the pivot, I preferably
provide upon the under side of the platform
15 pivoted latches 26, which are in the form
of hooks adapted to extend beneath the
pivot-rod to prevent the pivot-rod from be-
coming casually disengaged from the pivot
recesses or sockets in which it is adjusted.
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As will be seen upon reference to Fig. 4 of the
drawings, the horizontal portions or ends of
the hool-latches 26 are of sufficient length to
retain the pivot-rod in the sockets without
regard to which of the latter are engaged with
sald rod.

In order to increase the oscillatory move-
ment of the frame 2, I preferably provide
upon each side of the same spring devices 28.
The latter are connected to eyes 29, provided
upon the spring-platform 5 and the cross-bars
18 of said frame, the connection with the eve
upon the spring-platform 5 being preferably
detachable by employing a snap-hook 30.
The latter is secured to the lower end of one
of the spring devices, which comprises a cord,
chain, or other flexible inelastic connection
31, connected at its upper end to an elastic
device 32. The latter consists of upper and
lower U-shaped bales 34 35, provided on their
arms with stops 36 37, between which are ar-
ranged sliding heads 38 39, which latter con-
fine a coiled spring 40. Said spring sur-
rounds the two bales, which are disposed in
planes at right angles to each other, and is
compressed when they are moved away froem
each other, as will be readily seen upon refer-
ence to the drawings. It will be seen that
after the oscillating frame 2 has been properly
adjusted upon its pivot according to the
weight of the person or persons who are to
oceupy the seats 19 the persons take said
seats and start the seesaw in the usual man-
ner. When once it is in motion, the elastic
connection between the frame and the plat-
form 5 assist the occupants in keeping the-
seesaw in motion, and they are further assist-
ed by reason of the spring or resiliency of the
ends of the platform 5 each time the feetof
one of the occupants descends upon the

same. Owing to the fact that each of the
connections between the seesaw and the
frame has both an inelastic and a spring or
vieldable element, theinitial movement of the
seesaw in either direction is not retarded by
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one of said connections, but the spring there-
in comes into play only at the latter portion
of each movement of the seesaw. Hence the
said connections permit the free initial move-
ment of the seesaw in either direction, and
their spring elements act to retard the sce-
sow toward the last of its movement in either
direction.

While I have shown and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, it will
be understood that I do not wish to he Hmit-
ed to the precise construction herein set
forth, since various changes in the material,
form, proportion, and the minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-
parting from the principle or sacrificing any
of the advantages of the invention. 1 also
wish it understood that the device may he
used without the spring devices or with either
one or hoth, as shown.

Having thus described my invention,what
I ¢elaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a seesaw, the combination of a sup-
port, an oscitlatory seat-frame pivetally
mounted thereon, and resilient devices upon
said support to receive the feet of the opera-
tors upon said frame.

2. In a scesaw, the combination of a sup-
port, an oscillatory seat-frame pivotally
mounted thereon, and spring-boards upon
said support adapted to receive the fect of the
operators upon said frame.

3. In a séesaw, the combination of a cen-
trally-supported spring-platform, an oscilla-
tory seat-frame pivotally mounted above the
center of said platform, and eclastic devices
between said platform and said {frame.

In testimony whercof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesscs,
GEORGE S. KYLE.
Witnesses:

Isaac 1. Wixgenr,
Davip C. Ruobks.
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