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To all whom it mny concern:

Be it known that I,Samurr Pruscorr Busy,
aresident of Columbus,in the county of Frank-
lin and State of Ohio, have invented certain

new and useful Improvementsin Bolsters; and

T do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.,

My invention relates toan improved bolster,
the object of the invention being to provide
an improved bolster of minimum weight and
maximum strength and which shall be of sim-
ple construction and neat and attractive ap-
pearance.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists-in certain novel features of construction
and combinations and arrangements of parts,
as will be more fully hereinatter deseribed,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in side elevation illustrating my im-
provements. Iig. 2 isa top plan view. Figs.
3, 4, 5, and 6 are views in section on the lines
@@ b, co, and d d, respectively, of Fig. 1;
and Fig. 7 is a side view of a modification.

My improved bolster, which is preferably
one integral casting, comprises, in the main,
top plate or member 1 and bottom plate or
member 2, spaced the greatest distance apart
at their centers, where they are connected by
a center strub 3 and converging toward their
ends, the lower member, 2, having an appre-
ciably-greater incline than top member 1 and
contracted laterally throughout its central or
intermediate portion, asshown. Upper mem-
ber 1 at both side edges is provided with de-
pending flanges 11, which join the bottom
member 2 throughout that portion thereof
adjacent to its ends, and said upper member
1 is provided with center bearing 4 and side
bearings 5. Lower member 2 projects be-
yond the ends of upper member 1, is round-
ed and provided with strengthening-flanges 6,
and spring seats or posts 7 are located cen.
trally of the bottom member near its endsand
below the recessed ends of the u pper member.
The ‘sides of the bolster near its ends are

flanged, forming bearings 8 for the truck-
posts and strengthen the bolster, and the bol-
steris preferably lightened hy numerous open-
ings 9. '

The center strut 3 is shown with lateral
strengthening-ribs 9" at its upper end, con-
necting the same with top member 1 and side
flanges 11, and in addition to these ribs, which
may extend throughout the length of the post,
it may be provided with various other
strengthening-ribs located longitudinally or
laterally of the bolster, or both, if desired.

In Fig. 7 the bolster is shown as having-the
side flanges of the top member 1 forming the
central strut as they continue down to and
join the bottom member 2.

The bottom member 2 may haveside ] anges
or not, as preferred, the post may have radi-
ating ribs, the bottom member may have lon-
gitudinal ribs, the ends may have a central
web connecting the upper and lower mem-
bers, and the ends may have cross-ribs, and
a great many other changes might be made
in the general form and arrangement of the
parts described without departing from my
invention. Hence I do not restrict myself
to the precise details set forth, but consider
myself at liberty to make such slight changes
and alterations as fairly fall within the spirit
and scope of my invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A bolster, consisting of a top member,
a bottom member, a central strut connecting
said members, and side flanges on the top
member connecting the same with the hottom
member at its ends only, all of aid parts be-
ing cast integral.

2. A bolster, consisting of a top member,
a bottom member, a central strut connecting

the top and bottom members, side flanges on
the top member connecting the same with the
bottom member at its ends only, and all of
said parts comprising one integral casting.

3. A bolster, consisting of a top member,
a bottom member, a central strut connecting
them, side flanges throughout the length of
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" the top member connected with the bottom

member at the ends thereof, ribs connecting |

the center strut, top member, and side flanges,
and all of said parts comprising one integral
casting.

4. A bolster, consisting of top and bottom
members,a central strut connecting said mem-
bers and comprising their sole connection at
the center, and side flanges connecting the
1o members and comprising the sole connection

at the ends of said members, all of said parts
being cast integral.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence ot two subscrib-

-ing witnesses. :

SAMUEL PRESCOTT BUSH.

Witnesses:
Frank J. Town,
J. W. GLAZER.




