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SPECIFICATION. 
Know alimen by these presents that I, SETH 

F. WATsoN, of the city of Richmond, State of 
Indiana, have invented a certain Compound 
called The American Fire-Kindling, to be used 
for starting wood, coal, and other fires in place 
of shavings and other kindlings. 
My invention consists in compounding to 

gether tallow, rosin, saw-dust, coal-dust, dis 
solved glue, and petroleum, and preparing the 
composition for use in the manner hereinafter 
specified. 
To prepare about one hundred pounds of my 

American fire-kindling, Imelt about eight and 
one-half pounds of tallow in a suitable vessel, 
and, when hot, additoit aboutforty-three pounds 
of rosin and melt the same. I then add about 
twenty-three pounds of dry saw-dust, pine be 
ing preferable; but other kinds may be used. 
I next add about sixteen pounds of coal-dust 
or refuse fine coal from a good quality of coal; 
meanwhile, all the articles are thoroughly 
mixed together. I next add about two and 
one-half pounds of glue previously dissolved 
in sufficient water to make it about the Con 
sistency of milk. I next add- about seven 

pounds of crude petroleum, and stir so as to 
mix all the ingredients thoroughly. Ithen let 
it cool until it is as cold as can be worked con 
veniently. Inext press it out in broad sheets 
in a press, previously placing a layer of dry 
saw-dust on the bottom of the press of suffi. 
cient thickness to prevent the materials from 
sticking to the press. I then place on the press 
sufficient of the material to make a broad 
sheet about one inch thick. I next sprinkle 
sufficient dry saw-dust on it to keep it from 
sticking to the press, and press it to the de 
sired thickness and density. I then remove 
from the press and cut into pieces about one 
and one-halfinches square, one piece of which 
is sufficient to kindle any ordinary Wood or 
coal fire. 

claim as my invention 
The composition herein specified, consisting 

of the ingredients named, and prepared in the 
manner described. 

SETH. F. WATSON. 

Witnesses: 
M. C. THOMPsON, 
J. M. SUFFRINS. 

  


