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To all twh???, i?; ??? ???????r?: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES C. LOCK 

STAEDT, a subject of the Emperor of Germany, 
residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Cans; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to a novel construc 

tion in cans, and more particularly to that 
class of cans in which the cover or some part 
of the can is secured to the body of the can 
in such a manner as to be easily removable 
for the purpose of opening the can, thereby 
obviating the necessity of cutting out a por 
tion of the can to open the same. 
The object of this invention is to accom 

plish the above-named result in a simple, in 
expensive, and efficient manner. 
This invention consists in the features of 

construction and combinations of partsherein 
after fully described and specifically claimed. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure is a cen 
tral vertical sectional view of a can con 
structed in accordance With my invention 
and taken on the line 1 1 of Fig. 3. Fig. 2 is 
a top plan view with the winding-key re 
moved, and Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the 
winding-key in position. Fig. 4 is a detail 
perspective view of the winding-key. Fig. 5 
is a perspective view of a can constructed in 
accordance with my invelution, illustrating 
the cover as partly removed by the winding 
key. Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view 
of the upper edge of the can and illustrating 
the winding-key and adjacent parts on an 
enlarged scale. - 

Referring to said drawings, A indicates a 
can of ordinary construction. At the top 
thereof the sides of the can are bent out 
wardly and upwardly, as shown at Fig. 6, 
thereby providing an upwardly-facing shoul 
der1 and a surrounding upright flange 2 at the 
upper end of the can. The cover of the can, 
which is to be removed, consists of a circular 
piece of tin or disk 3, that fits within the 
flange 2 and rests upon the upwardly-facing 
shoulder 1 and is soldered in this position in 
a familiar manner. The said cover 3 is, how 
ever, provided with a radial slit or cut 4, ex 

tending from its center to its periphery, and 
a winding-key 5, having a tapered-spindle 
portion 6, and an angular handle 7 is secured 
to the cover of said can, and with the said 
tapered-spindle portion 6 located over the 
cut 4 of said can, and with the handle por 
tion 7 extending down along the side of the 
can, as shown in Fig. 1. The said tapered 
spindle portion 6 of the winding-key is sol 
dered to the cover of the can to hermetically 
close the cut 4 on the said cover; but it is solo 
cated with relation to said cut, as shown in Fig. 
3, that one side of said tapered-spindle por 
tion overlaps but slightly one side of said cut, 
while the body of said spindle portion 6 is se 
cured to the cover on the other side of cut. In 
this way it will be seen that the can is hermeti 
cally sealed, but that if it is desired to open the 
same, instead of cutting around the top of the 
can in the Ordinary manner, it is only neces 
sary to takehold of the handle 7 of the wind 
ing-key and turn the same to the right, as 
illustrated in the drawings. This has the ef 
fect of breaking the edge 8 from the cover on 
one side of the cut, while the main portion of 
the spindle of the winding-key will remain 
secured to the cover on the other side of the 
slit or cut. It is then only necessary to con 
tinue turning the winding-key by its handle 
7, whereupon the cover 3 will be wound upon 
the Spindle portion 6 thereof in the manner 
illustrated in Fig. 5, so that by continuing to 
turn it the entire cover will be removed in an 
obvious manner, it being noted that the sol 
dered connection between the cover and the 
can Will give Way under the force applied to 
the winding-key. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 

cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
Winding-key having its spindle portion se 
cured to Said cover adjacent to said slit or cut. 

2. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
radial cut or slit in said cover, and a wind 
ing-key having its spindle portion secured to 
said cover adjacent to said cut or slit. 

3. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
radial cut or slit in said cover, and a wind 
ing-key having its spindle portion secured to 
said cover and overlapping said slit or cut. 

4. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
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cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having a tapered-spindle portion 
secured to said cover adjacent to Said slit. 

5. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having a spindle portion secured 
so said cover and overlapping said cut or slit. 

6. A can having a circular cover secured 
thereto, a radial slit or cut in said cover ex 
tending from about its center to its periphery, 
and a winding-key having a tapered-spindle 
portion secured to said cover and overlapping 
said slit. 

7. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, a wind 
ing-key having a spindle portion secured to 
said cover adjacent to Said cut or slit, and an 
angular handle located along the side of the 
Ca 

8. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut or slit extending from about the center to 
the peripherythereof, anda winding-key hav 
ing its spindle portion secured to said cover 
and overlapping said cut or slit, said spindle 
portion being so located, practically as de 
scribed, that it extends to a greater extent 
upon the cover on one side of said slit than 
on the other side. 

9. A can having an upwardly-facing shoul 
der and surrounding flange at one end, acover 
resting upon said shoulder and secured within 
said flange, a cut or slit extending from about 
the center to the periphery of said cover, and 
a vinding-key having its spindle portion se 
cured to said cover adjacent to said cut or slit. 

10. A can having an upwardly-facing shoul 
der and surrounding flange atone end, a cover 
resting upon said shoulder and secured within 
said flange, a cut or slit extending from about 
the center to the periphery of said cover, and 
a winding-key having its spindle portion se 
cured to said cover and overlapping said cut 
or slit. 

11. A can having an upwardly-facing shoul 
der and surrounding flange at one end, a cover 
resting upon said shoulder and secured within 
said flange, a cutorslit extending from about 
the center to the periphery of said cover, and 
a winding-key having a tapered-spindle por 
tion secured to said cover and overlapping 
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said cut or slit. W 

12. A can having an upwardly-facing shoul 
der and surrounding flange atone end, acover 
resting upon said shoulder and secured within 
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said flange, a cut or slit extending from about 
the center to the periphery of said cover, and 
a Winding-key having a tapered-spindle por 
tion secured to said cover and overlapping 
said cut or slit, said tapered-spindle portion 
being located, practically as described, so that 
it extends to a greater extent upon the cover 
on one side of said slit or cut than on the 
other side thereof. 

13. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut-or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having its spindle portion sol 
dered to said cover adjacent to said slit. 

14. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
windiing-key having its spindle portion sol 
dered to said cover and overlapping said cut 
or slit. 

15. A can having a cover secured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having a tapered-spindle portion 
soldered to said cover adjacent to said slit. 

16. A can having a coversecured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having a tapered-spindle portion 
Soldered to said cover and overlapping said 
cut or slit. w 

17. A can having a coversecured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said cover extending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having its spindle portion sol 
dered to said cover and overlapping said cut 
or slit, said spindle portion being located, 
practically as described, so that it extends to 
a greater extent upon the cover on one side of 
said cut or slit than on the other side thereof. 

18. A can having a coversecured thereto, a 
cut or slit in said coverextending from about 
the center to the periphery thereof, and a 
winding-key having a tapered-spindleportion 
soldered to said cover and overlapping said 
cut or slit, said tapered-spindle portion being 
located, practically as described, so that it ex 
tends to a greater extent upon the cover on 
one side of said cut or slit than on the other 
side thereof. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES C. LOCKSTAEDT. 

Witnesses: 
HARRY COBB KENNEDY, 
RUDOLPH. N. LOTZ. 
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