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To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, SARAH R. MENCHER,
of Normal, in the county of McLean and in
the State of 1llinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Corsets and
Skirt Supporters ; and do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, making a part.of this
specification. '
The nature of my invention consists in the
. construction and arrangement of corsets and
skirt-supporters for ladies, the peculiarities of
which will be hereinafter more particularly
set forth. ' : . :
In the annexed drawings, making a part of
_ this specification, Figure 1 represents a view
of the corsets. Fig. 2 represents a view of the
corsets and supporter combined, and Fig. 3
represents a view of the supporter detached.
In the figure, A represents a pair of cor-
sets, which may be-constructed in any of the
known and usual ways, and either faney or
plain, having eyelet:holes and laces on  the
sides, and the usual fastenings on the front,
for removing them from or closing them upon
the person of the wearer. )

These corsets may be quilted, as desired,

and so formed that they will closely and neatly
fit. the person. They are provided with
shoulder-bands, as seen, to help support them.

B represents the skirt-supporter, which is

made as follows: I take a curved elastic metal |’

or other suitable rod or bar, C, and around
“this'I wind, in spiral form, a wire, d, which
has sufficient strength to sustain the weight

to be placed upon it. This wire is so wound
that it will taper from its center toward its
ends in its coil, said coil being of such diam-
eter as to suit the taste of the wearer. The
length of the coil is just sufficient to reach
around the back and to the laces or eyelets on
the sides of the corsets.

It will be seen that coil can be made so
that it will hold theskirts well out immediately
behind, and tapered so that they will it snugly

at its ends, or on the sides of the person of the

wearer.

_A hook, e, is secured to the rod C, and one
or more eyes or loops, 4, are secured to the
corsets, for the purpose of connecting the sup-
porters and the corsets together. The eyes or
loops are graduated for the purpose of allow-
ing the waist to be-made longer or shorter.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with a pair of corsets hav-

-ing one or more eyelets or loops, #, at the cen-
tral part of the back, of the bustle formed of

a curved elastic strip, G, with a coil, d, around
the same, and having a hook, ¢, to engage
with the eyelet or loop @ in’ the corset-back,
and additionally connected at the ends of the
strip to the corset, all construected and ar-
ranged substantially as set forth. )

In - testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of
October, 1875.

SARAH R. MENCHER.

Witnesses :
RICEARD A. WADE,
W. M. HAaTcH.
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