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(57) Abstract

This invention discloses an apparatus (20) for managing a
switched routed network (10) including a network configuration
learning unit (30) operative to leam a configuration of the switched
routed network, a VLAN assighment unit (60) for generating a
division of the network into virtual LANs (VLANSs) based on the
learned configuration of the network, and a change manager (50)
operative to detect a change in the configuration of the network and to
modify the division of the network into VLANs. A method for
generating a division of a switched routed network into virtual LANs
(VLANS) based on a learned configuration of the network is also
disclosed.
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1. D Claims Nos.:
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2. D Claims Nos.: .
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3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This intemational Searching Autherity found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report covers all
searchable claims.
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3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the appiicant, this intemational Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, spacifically claims Nos.:
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PcT/SA/ 210

1. Claims 1,2,26-29: An apparatus for managing a switched routed network,

comprising a network configuration learning unit, a VLAN assignment
unit and a change manager, wherein the network configuration learning
unit comprises a diagnostic unit for analysing and diagnosing the
existing division of the network into VLANs.

. ClLaims 3-19,25: An apparatus and method for learning the configuration and
generating a division into VLAN of a switched routed network, the network
comprising at least one switching hub and a plurality of endstations each

having a unique physical address and connected to a specific port of a
switching hub.

. ClLaims 20-24,30-35: A method for detecting a change in the configuration
of a switched routed network comprising: detecting at least one event at

an individual network element, and categorizing at least one event as a
problematic event or a non-problematic event.
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