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This invention relates to improvements in surgical 
splints capable of use on various parts of the body for 
immobilization and includes sheet material from which 
such splints may be formed. 
An object of the invention is to provide surgical splints 

which are bendable or moldable to conform with the 
curvature of the body member to which they are applied 
and form retaining so as to remain in desired position for 
healing of such member. 
Another object of the invention is to provide bendable 

form-retaining splints which include as a part thereof a 
layer of absorbent foam rubber or equivalent cushion or 
bandage material. 
A further object is to provide bendable form-retaining 

splints of the above character having scored or equivalent 
weakened areas to facilitate bending or molding thereof 
into the curvature or configuration desired to fit any ana 
tomical situation. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide lami 
nated sheet material which may be readily cut whereby 
to form surgical or fracture splints of the above character 
of any desired size or shape. 
Among other objects and advantages, the splints of the 

present invention are adapted to be applied to any por 
tion of the body with a minimum of effort; are capable 
of being molded to apply emphasized pressure at any par 
ticular portion of the body member to which they are 
applied; are light in weight; are X-ray penetrable; and 
may be easily removed and reapplied such as when suture 
removal or inspection is necessary. 

Still other objects and advantages will be apparent from 
the following detailed description taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings wherein a preferred em 
bodiment of the principles of the invention has been se 
lected for exemplification. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is an outer plan view of a surgical splint or surgi 

cal splint sheet material constructed in accordance with 
the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device shown in 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 
2; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the splint of 
Figs. 1-3 shown bent in a form suitable for application to 
a human forearm such as in the treatment of Colles frac 
ture. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts, the splint or splint sheet 
material indicated in its entirety at 10 includes an outer 
layer 12 of bendable or moldable form-retaining material 
which in a preferred form of the invention may be sheet 
aluminum or like material. To facilitate bending or mold 
ing of such outer layer 12 to a body member, weakened 
areas such as a series of scored lines 14 are formed along 
its length preferably at the outer face thereof. Although 
such scored lines 14 are shown as parallel and equi-spaced 
as is preferred for general purposes, the invention con 
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templates that such scored lines 14 or equivalent weak 
ened areas may be formed or disposed in any other man 
ner more desirable for specific applications of the splint. 
In many cases, the elongated score lines 14 only are suffi 
cient to provide the bendable or moldable characteristics 
necessary for application of the splint to an arm or leg 
for example. However, in some cases it is advantageous 
to provide other weakened areas such as the series of 
transverse scored lines 16 running substantially the width 
of the sheet 12. Just as the scored lines 14, the lines 16 
are preferably but may not necessarily be parallel and 
equi-spaced as shown. 
The inner layer 18 may be of any suitable cushion or 

bandage material but in the form of the invention found 
most efficient the inner layer 18 consists of absorbent foam 
rubber Such foam rubber possesses the further impor 
tant advantages of compressing and retracting so as to 
stabilize the splint and is capable of self-adjustment when 
the usual swelling of the body member subsides. As 
shown, the inner layer 18 is preferably coextensive with 
the inner surface area of the outer layer 12 and is bonded 
or otherwise suitably secured thereto either directly or 
through the medium of an interposed backing layer which 
may be a separate member or the elastic surface skin on 
the contacting face of the foam rubber sheet 18. 
As will be apparent from Fig. 4, which illustrates the 

split in general form for application to a Colles fracture, 
the splints of the present invention are readily capable of 
being bent or molded in a wide range of form-retaining 
curvatures or forms to fit practically all anatomical situa 
tions and that the degree of pressure exerted by the splints 
on any particular part of the body member may be readily 
varied as desired. 

It is to be understood that the particular construction 
and arrangement of parts herein illustrated and described 
are merely representative of the principles of the present 
invention which embrace all such modifications thereof 
as come within the scope of the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 

able form-retaining sheet material, the said outer layer 
being provided with scored areas to facilitate bending 
thereof, and an inner layer of absorbent foam rubber se 
cured to said outer layer. 

2. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining sheet material, the said outer layer 
being provided with substantially parallel scored areas to 
facilitate bending thereof, and an inner layer of absorbent 
foam rubber secured to said outer layer. 

3. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining material, the said outer layer being 
provided with substantially transversely disposed scored 
areas to facilitate bending thereof and an inner layer of 
absorbent foam rubber secured to said outer layer. 

4. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining sheet material, the said outer layer 
being provided with substantially transversely extending 
series of scored lines, the lines of each series being sub 
stantially parallel, and an inner layer of absorbent foam 
rubber secured to said outer layer. 

5. A surgical splint comprising, an elongated outer 
layer of bendable form-retaining sheet material and an 
inner layer of absorbent foam rubber substantially co 
extensive with said outer laver and secured thereto, the 
said outer layer being provided with scored areas extend 
ing substantially its length. 

6. A surgical splint comprising, an elongated outer 
layer of bendable form-retaining sheet material and an 
inner layer of absorbent foam rubber substantially coex 
tensive with said outer layer and secured thereto, the said 
outer laver being provided with scored areas extending 
substantially its width. 
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7. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining sheet aluminum, the said outer layer 
being provided with scored areas to facilitate bending 
thereof, and an inner layer of absorbent foam rubber 
bonded to said outer layer. 

8. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining sheet aluminum, the said outer layer 
being provided with substantially parallel scored areas to 
facilitate bending thereof, and an inner layer of absorbent 
foam rubber bonded to said outer layer. 

9. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining aluminum, the said outer layer being 
provided with substantially transversely disposed scored 
areas to facilitate bending thereof and an inner layer of 
absorbent foam rubber bonded to said outer layer. 

10. A surgical splint comprising, an outer layer of bend 
able form-retaining sheet aluminum, the said outer layer 
being provided with substantially transversely extending 
series of scored lines, the lines of each series being sub 
stantially parallel, and an inner layer of absorbent foam 
rubber bonded to said outer layer. 

11. A surgical splint comprising, an elongated outer 
layer of bendable form-retaining sheet aluminum and an 
inner layer of absorbent foam rubber substantially coex 

0 

15 

20 

4. 
tensive with said outer layer and bonded thereto, the said 
outer layer being provided with scored areas extending 
substantially its length. 

12. A surgical splint comprising, an elongated outer 
layer of bendable form-retaining sheet aluminum and an 
inner layer of absorbent foam rubber substantially coex 
tensive with said outer layer and bonded thereto, the said 
outer layer being provided with scored areas extending 
substantially its width. 
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