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To all whom i may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARIE GATEs SoUTH 

woRTH, a citizen of the United States, re 
of 

Washington and State of Arkansas, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improv? 
ments in Corsets, of which the following is 
a Specification, reference being had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to corsets and simi 

lar articles of wearing apparel, and has for 
its primary object to provide a corset of im 
proved construction which will offer the 
least possible resistance to abdominal and diaphragmatic breathing. 
The invention has for another object to 

provide a corset of improved construction 
whereby the constricting effect upon the 
upper part of the thorax as experienced in 
the use of the ordinary corset is entirely 
eliminated while that portion of the corset 
extending downwardly over the lower tho 
rax will readily yield under the pressure of 
breathing, thus rendering my improved cor 
set particularly desirable for use by singers, 
speakers and the like. 
The invention has for a further object the 

provision of a corset wherein the objection 
able upper edge at the top is eliminated, the 
particular design and construction of the 
front of the corset and the connections be 
tween the same and the back portion thereof 
materially conducing to the comfort of the 
Weare', 

Another object of my invention is to pro 
vide a corset of the above character which 
is light in weight, cool and may be manu-. 
factured at comparatively small cost. 
With the above and other objects in view 

as will become apparent as the description 
proceeds, the invention consists in certain 
constructions, combinations and arrange 
ments of the parts that I shall hereinafter 
fully describe and claim. 

For a full understanding of the inyention, 
reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawings, in 
which- w 

Figures 1 and 2 are front and rear views 
illustrating my invention in its preferred 

embodiment applied to a figure; Figs. 3 and 
4 are similar views of a slightly modified 
construction of the corset. Fig. 5 is a view 
of the corset, shown in Figs. 3 and 4 spread 
out fdat. Fig, 6 is a detail section showing 
the means for fastening the strap ends to 
the corset body. 

Referring in detail to the drawings and 
more particularly to Figs. 1 and 2 thereof, 
5 designates the side pieces of the corset 
which are constructed of suitable fabric 
preferably non-elastic. At their upper ends, 
these side pieces gradually taper or narrow 
to a point as indicated at 6, the forward 
edges thereof curving and gradually merg 
ing into the rear longitudinal edge thereof. 
It will be understood however, that these 
side pieces may consist of a suitable elastic 
material, if desired so that théy will cling 
closely to the figure. The longer portions 
of the side pieces 5 constitute the rear or 
back edges of the corset and is extend up 
wardly to a point adjacent the shoulder 
blades of the wearer. These side or body 
pieces of the corset extend around and down 
wardly over the wearer’s hips as clearly 
shown in the drawing. The longer rear 
edges of the pieces 5 are connected to the 
longitudinal strips 7 by means of the laces 
8. A plurality of elastic straps 9. connect these longitudinal strips 7 and yieldingly 
hold the same against relative movement un 
der pressure. 
The front wall of the corset indicated at 

10 includes the bust supporting extensions 
11, said wall consisting of two separable 
sections, each of which is gradually attenu 
ated and extended from the extension 11 in 
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the form of a firm, stiff strip 12, which will 
not be liable to wrinkle. These strips of the 
front wall sections are provided with suit 

90 

able fastening members 13 whereby the same 
may be detachably connected. The outer 
edges of the front wall sections are con 
nected to the upper and forward edges of 
the side sections, 5 of the corset by means 
of a plurality of intertwined elastic straps 
14. It is to be observed that the upper ends 
of the side sections 5 are reduced in width or 
attenuated and above the hips extend rear 
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warelly upon the back of the wearer. The 
es!:istie straps 1- of the corset or garment at 
each side thereof will thus permit of un 
restricº e expansion. These straps in con 
jine tion with the elastic baek straps ) Serve 

v 3 ornally holl the side pieces 5 closely 
ver the lips of the wearer. It will be 
noted that the strapos 14 do not extend over 
lhe un per portion of tlie tlhorax so that free 
itselar expansion and contracilion induced 

dy the breat hing of the wearer is permitted. 
"l'esse straps extending over the lower por 
tion of the thorax will readily yield or ex 
pand under pressure so that they will cause 
no discomfort. 

it will be seen from the above that my 
improved corset may be easily and quickly 
applied to and secured upon the body, and 
that by the peculiar construction thereof and 
the provision of the elastic straps, the nu 
Innerous disadvantages commonly found in 
corsets now upon the market have been elim 
inated. 
My improved corset construction permits 

the frec bodily movement of the wearer 
without discomfort and by the provision of 
the interwoven elastic straps constituting 
the major portion of the body of the corset, 
tremely light and cool. In The use of the 
elastic straps 9 on the back of the corset re 
lieves the wearer of the heating effect of 
the heavy closely woven corset body usually 
constituting this portion of the ordinary 

5 : corset. 
In Figs. 3, 4 and 5 of the drawings, I have 

illustrated a slightly modified form of my 
invention wherein the corset. is fastened in 
the back instead of the front. In this con 
struction, the bust supporting wall 11 is 
formed in one piece and the lower side edges 
thereof are connected by the elastic straps 
14" to the upper and front edges of the side 
pieces 5’. The upper ends of these side 
pieces are connected to the upper edge of 
the bust supporting wall 11" by means of 
the shoulder straps 15. 
16 designates a plurality of elastic fas 

tening straps secured to the front lower 
portion of each of the side pieces 5’ as 
indicated at 17. The straps 16 on each of 
the side pieces are adapted to be extended 
rearwardly over the hips and detachably 
fastened to the rear edge of the other side 
piece by means of suitable fastening mem 
bers provided for this purpose. 
While the advantages above pointed out 

in connection with my invention are present 
in this modified construction, the form first 
described is preferred, in view of the ease 
and quickness with which the same may be 
fastened upon the body. 
From the foregoing it is believed that the 

construction and several adyantages of the 

it will be appreciated that the same is ex 
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invention will be clearly and fully under 
stood. It will be obvious that as the same is 
of extremely simple colastruction, it may be 
Innanufactured at low cost. 
My in provedl corset may be worn with en 

tire comfort and will permit of the unre 
stricted movement of the body without dis 
arranging the same. The corset will also at 
all times retain its proper adjustedl position 
in close engagement with the body of the 
We TC. 

It will be observed that by means of my 
improved corset construction, the usual 
sharp upper edge is eliminated. In corsets 
of the general construction, when the wearer 
assumes various postures, this sharp edge 
of the corset is outlined beneath the waist 
and thus greatly detracting from the ap 
pearance. 
While I have shown and described the 

preferred construction of my invention, it 
will be obvious that the same is susceptible 
of considerable modification and I there 
fore reserve the right to resort to all such 
legitimate changes as may be fairly em 
bodied within the scope of the invention, as 
claimed. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is: 
1. A corset comprising two similar side 

pieces, each having its upper portion gradu 
ally reduced in width and extending rear 
wardly over the hips of the wearer when the 
corset is applied, yielding means between 
said sections to restrict relative movement of 
said sections at their rear edges, a bust sup 
porting wall, and intertwined elastic straps 
connecting said wall at its edges to the for 
ward edges of said side pieces, said inter 
twined straps extending substantially the 
entire length of said side pieces and over 
the abdomen and upper side portions of 
the wearer’s body. 

2. A corset comprising two similar side 
pieces each having an attenuated upper por 
tion located rearwardly and above the hips 
of the wearer when the corset is applied, 
means yieldably connecting said side pieces 
to retain the same in close engagement with 
the body of the wearer, a bust supporting 
wall consisting of two sections, means for 
detachably connecting said sections, and in 
tertwined elastic straps connecting each of 
said sections to the forward edge of one of 
the side pieces. 

3. A corset comprising two similar side 
pieces having their forward edges curved 
to extend above and rearwardly of the 
wearers hips, a bust Supporting. wall con 
sisting" of two sections extending above 
the upper ends of said side pieces, means 
for detachably connecting said bust wall sec 
tions, each of said sections being provided 
with a comparatively narrow depending 
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strip, said strips being also adapted for 
detachable connection to each other, elastic 
straps connecting the rear edges of said 
side pieces, and intertwined elastic straps 
connecting each of the bust wall sections 
and the depending strip thereof to the for 
ward edge of one of said side pieces. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

MARIE (G. SOUTHWORTH. 
Witnesses: 

NELL GATES NEWMAN, 
LAWRENCE GATES. 

  


