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with appropriate eluents to remove any undesirable proteins, including destabilizing enzymes, and inorganic sdlts and the like. The
partially purified complex may also be stored or transported prior to further processing. The instant method is particularly advan-
tageous as it provides the means for rapid isolation and purification of soluble nucleic acids obtained from samples of biological
fluids of comparatively large volume, alowing ease of handling and storage, and stabilizing the samples against degradation prior
to analysis. It also permits the purification and identification of shorter fragments of nucleic acids from bodily fluids which, up till
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BOX Ill. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single genera inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, clam(s) 1-5, drawn to a method of isolating cell-free nucleic acids from urine using anion-exchange chromatography.
Group T, claim(s) 6-10, drawn to amethod of isolating cell-free nucleic acids from blood using anion-exchange chromatography.

Group DI, claim(s) 11-18, drawn to akit comprising asolid carrier capable of adsorbing nucleic acid contained in asample and nucleic
acid elution buffers. *
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published 19 June 1990) teach isolation of nucleic acids from urine using anion exchange columns (Abstract; col. 8, lines 1-13, 67, 68; col.
9, lines 1-27; col. 11, lines 29-39), therefore claims do not represent a contribution over prior art and thus lack a unifying special technical
feature.
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