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To all whom i¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, James F. SiTLER, 2
citizen of the United States, residing in the
borough of Brooklyn, county of Kings, in
the State of New York, have invented cer-
tain mew and useful Improvements in
Swing-Chairs, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part
hereof.

This invention relates to swings or swing
chairs suspended by flexible connections
from overhead points of support.

Tt has for its object to improve generally
the construction of such devices and particu-
larly to increase their stability.

In accordance with the invention the
flexible connections which serve to' sup-
port the swing are attached to frame mem-
bers secured thereto at points remote from
the center of gravity of the occupant. This
construction renders the swing safe for chil-
dren as it prevents tilting and tipping
thereof.

Another object of this invention is to pro--

vide a device of the type above referred to
which is adapted to be folded compactly to
facilitate transportation and crating there-
of. Previous constructions have not proven
entirely satisfactory in that all of the parts
of the chair could not be caused to assume
positions in the same horizontal plane, thus
forming a perfectly flat structure. This ob-
jection is overcome in accordance with this
invention by a novel arrangement of the
parts as will later appear.

A further object of the invention is to im-
prove the devices employed in chair swings
and the like for preventing the occupant
from falling therefrom.

The invention will be more fully described
with reference to the accompanying draw-
ing in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a
swing chair embodying the invention. Fig.
2 is a plan view showing the improved chair
in collapsed position.

The chair shown is of the collapsible type,
the several frame members, such as the seat
a, back b, side arms ¢ and vertical frame
members d being pivotally inter-connected
and held in rigid relationship normally by
suitable braces ¢ releasably engaging any
two of said parts, as the back and the side
arms. The braces ¢ may be formed as a
bail having its body pivotally attached to

the back b of the seat and having its paral-
lel arms provided with lugs ¢” adjacent their
extremities to engage suitable apertures
formed in the side arms ¢ of the chair. The
arms of the bail are relatively resilient so
that they may be readily engaged or dis-
engaged from said apertures. In the con-
struction shown said apertures are formed
in rearward extensions of the side arms ¢
but it will be apparent that the bail may be
so disposed as to engage other portions of
the side arms ¢ or may be formed to engage
with other members of the chair frame. If
desired. the braces ¢ may be entirely inde-
pendent of each other.

By a novel arrangement of the seat a,
back b, side arms ¢ and vertical frame mem-
bers d and b7, it is possible upon the disen-
gagement of the braces ¢ to fold the chair
so that all of said parts shall lie in the same
horizontal plane. This is accomplished by
making all of said parts of the same width
as the seat member ¢. The vertical frame
members  and 0" are pivotally connected to
the front and rear ends respectively of the
outer sides of the seat member ¢. The back

member. b has a sufficient clearance for its

lower edge to permit it to have an arcuate
movement about the rear edge of the seat a.
The side arms ¢ are attached on the outer
sides of the vertical members d and &’ in
a manner to be later described. In folding
the chair it will be noted that the side arms
¢ rest snugly against the vertical frame
members ¢ and &7, the former being of a
length permitting it to rest between the ends
of the frame members 0 and its point of
attachment to the seat «. The frame mem-
ber d rests snugly against the outer sides
of the seat ¢. The back assumes a position
in the same horizontal plane with the seat a.
Trom this description it will be evident that
the chair may be readily crated or trans-
ported, the parts occupying a minimum
amount of space when in folded condition.

The side arms ¢ may be connected pivot-
ally to the vertical frame members b’ of the
back by a rigid rod f extending entirely
across the back and through said arms and
frame members. This rod extends outward
on both sides of the chair for a substantial
distance and engages supporting or trans-
ferring members g. These last named mem-
bers are thus disposed in spaced relationship
from the side arms ¢ and preferably are in
substantial parallelism thereto. The for-
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ward ends of the bars g are pivotally con-
nected with the chair in a somewhat similar
manner by rods A which further serve to
connect the side arms ¢ and the vertical
frame members d of the chair. Suitable
braces 4" connected to the rods % or to the
side bars ¢ may be secured to the seat or to
the vertical members d to strengthen the
general structure and particularly to trans-
fer the weight from the seat to the bars ¢.
It is to be noted that the rods % do not ex-
tend entirely across the front of the chair as
does the rod f, separate devices being pro-
vided for preventing the occupant from fall-
ing from the swing as will appear herein-
after. The supporting bars ¢ extend well

in front and in rear of the front and rear |-

respectively of the seat, so as to Insure sta-
bility of support with respect to the trans-
verse axis of the chair as well as to the longi-
tudinal axis. The flexible connections ¢’
are attached to the bars ¢ adjacent their
ends and to overhead points of support in
the usual manner. From the above descrip-
tion it will now appear that a supporting
base of relatively great area is provided and
accordingly a swing of greater stability is
secured than has been possible in previous
constructions.

The safety devices, designed, of course,
for children, comprise a transverse member 7
extending between the forward ends of the
side arms ¢ and engaged therewith through
pins ¢" as indicated in dotted lines. To this
member  is secured a strap & which is adapt-
ed to engage a buckle %’ carried by another
strap %2 secured to the seat a. When the
child is seated the bar ¢ is positioned on the
side arms ¢ and the two straps % and %2 are

1,100,264

buckled together, the legs of the child heing
extended on opposite sides of the straps. In
accordance with this construction the mem-
ber ¢ is locked in place positively, the rigid-
ity of the swing frame is increased and the
danger of the retaining devices becoming
loosened, as in previous devices, is elimi-
nated. »

Many modifications in structure will sug-
gest themseives in carrying out the above
described improvements but. all such modi-
fications are to be considered within the
scope of this invention provided the general
structure herein emphasized and claimed, is
realized.

What T claim as my invention is:

A collapsible chair having a seat member,
a back member pivotally connected thercto,
vertical frame members pivotally connected
to the seat member adjacent the forward
edge thereof, side arms pivotally connected
to said frame members and to said back,
rods connecting said side arms with said
back and said frame members, said rods
being extended a substantial distance on
either side of said arms, to increase the area
of the effective supporting base supporting
bars for said swing carried by the rods
adjacent their ends and flexible supports ex-
tending downwardly from above the chair
and secured to said supporting bars whereby
the chair is suspended in a stable condition.

This specification signed and witnessed
this 27th day of June A. D. 1919.

JAMES F. SITLER.

Signed in the presence of—
E. M. Tavror,
WorraINGTON CAMPBELL.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”
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