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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CArRoLINE HARDING
WINTER, a resident of Philadelphia, in the
county of Philadelphia and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Instep-Pads for Shoes; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication, and in which—

Figure 1 is a view of a foot or last having a
shoe fitted upon it with my improved instep-

" pad, showing the said pad in dotted lines.
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Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
same. Fig. 3is a transverse sectional view
through the instep, taken on line z x, Fig. 2;
and Fig. 4 is a view of the pad.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures. ,

My invention has relation to pads for filling
up the space between the instep and the up-
per of the shoe in shoes which are made too
wide over the instep; and it consists in the
improved construction of a pad made of ab-
sorbent material, as hereinafter more fally
described and claimed.

In theaccompanying drawings, the numeral
1 indicates the upper of the shoe. 2 is the
flap, which is formed with the usual button-
holes, 3, engaging the buttons 4 in the ‘usual
manner, the drawings showing a button-shoe,
although the pad may be used with boots and
shoes of any desired construction.

The pad 5 is formed with a convex upper
side, 6, corresponding in its curve to the curve
of the normal instep of the human foot, and
with a concave under side, 7, which may fit
snugly and comfortably over the instep of the
foot of the person using the pad.

The pad is formed by a piece of sponge or
similar elastic and absorbent material cut and
trimmed to the proper shape, and it will be
seen that by employing an elastic and ab-

sorbent material—as sponge, which material
I prefer—the pad cannot injure the instep,
which is very tender and susceptible to injury
by pressure, and at the same time the pad may
absorb all moisture either penetrating through
the shoe or generated by the evaporations from
the foot, and have the said moisture easily re-
moved by drying, on account of its being made
of sponge. S

The pad may also easily be washed and
cleaned if it becomes soiled, as it may simply
be immersed in water, or water combined with
some cleaning material, when by compressing
the pad and allowing it to again swell up it
may be thoroughly rinsed and cleaned, where-
upon it may be dried.

I am aware that it is not' new to use pads
for filling up spaces in the shoe over the in-
step or-at other places, and I do not desire to
make any broad claims for such pads; but the
said pads have been made of some elastic ma-
terial-—such as hair or similar material—cov-
ered with some textile material, and were
therefore not as easily cleaned as the pad made
of one piece of sponge or other absorbent ma-
terial, and, besides, they do not possess the
absorbent quality of my pad, and they will be
liable to injure the foot if the covering wears
out and the edges of the wern hole or holes
should curl up and form rolls or ridges; and

I therefore claim—

Asan improvement in instep pads for filling
up shoes or boots across the instep, a pad
made of one piece of sponge or other similar
elastic and absorbent material cutand trimmed
to fit upon the instep and to £ill up the space
in the boot or shoe, as and for the purpose set

forth.

Intestimony that I elaim the foregoing as my
own I 'have hereunto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

‘CAROLINE HARDING WINTER,

Witnesses:
JOSEPH GREEN,
THEO. H. MCCALLA,
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