
Aug. 14, 1934. S. H. TERREL 1,970,256 
WINDOW DRESSING 

Filed Oct. 7, 1932 2. Sheets-Sheet l 

INVENTOR 
Szephan 4./errez, 
B $cies: ATTORNEY - 

  



Aug. 14, 1934. S. H. TERREL 1,970,256 
WINDOW DRESSING 

Filed Oct. 7, 1932 2. Sheets-Sheet 2 

3 -: 16c. 
Zasz 

ao 

N22e 
a/.40, 7.7 it. 

2a: 22ffiti fil-led 
7.2%. 77. 6. 

a-2S-ze 
77/22 
NVENOR 

vSzea/ha 2n A/.7e rrez, 
b 

years g 
AORNEY 

  



- 5 

20 

.5 

'-20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented Aug. 14, 1934 1,970.256 

PATENT OFFICE UNITED STATES 
1,970,256 

WINDOW 
Stephan H. Terre 

Application October 2, 

4 Claims. 
An improvement in window dressing and the 

like has been proposed which was formed by crepe 
paper in which the paper is wrapped around a 
bar removably fastened to supporting structure, 
as at one side of a window or equivalent opening, 
and is secured to said structure at a point re 
moved from the bar, as at the relatively opposite 
side of Such opening, So that the paper is in a 
State of tension, thus avoiding the tedium of 
tacking the paper in place in accordance with 
the previous practice, the likelihood of tearing it 
in the effort to stretch it, and the leaving of the 
tacks in place on removal of the paper or their 
removal one by One, and permitting the employ 
ment of very Weak paper. My present invention 
contemplates certain improvements on this sys 
tem of dressing which will be hereinafter pointed 
Out. 

In the drawings, - 
Fig. 1 is an outside elevation, showing the sheet 

of paper held stretched between two gripping 
media; - 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section of what is shown in 
Fig.1; 

Figs, 3 and 4 are views respectively the same 
as Figs. 1 and 2 but showing how the sheet, held 
by one such medium, is stretched and thereupon 
subjected to the gripping action of the other; 

Fig. 5 is a cross-section of a modified form of 
the Second medium; 

Figs. 6 and 7 show in front elevation and in 
section on line 7-7, Fig.6 the sheet and a modi 
fied form of the first medium; and 

Figs.-8 and 9 show a modified form of the second 
medium. When the sheet is to be gathered, Fig. 8 
showing how the sheet is first stretched and Fig. 
9 how the strip is held in that condition; and 

Figs. 10, 11 and 12 are a plan, a side elevation 
and a section on line 12-12 of Fig. 10. Of the 
second medium as shown in FigS. 8 and 9. 
The sheet 1 to be stretched is assumed in the 

example to be crepe paper, but it may be any 
other flexible sheet material. 

Referring, first, to Figs, 1 to 4: - - 
Supporting structure is afforded by a wall 2 

(which may be the back wall of a show-window), 
the floor. 2d., and two spaced more or less parallel 
strips 3 and 4 which may be secured in place by 
screws 5. These strips are preferably of wood 
and may be as long as the Wall is wide, SO as to 
accommodate more than one sheet 1 or the place 
ment of any sheet in any desired position length 
Wise of them. 
The strip 3 has a longitudinal elongated recess, 

here a groove, 6' opening toward one of its top 
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and Outer faces-preferably its outer face, so as 
to be readily accessible if the strip is placed close 
to the ceiling-and the strip 4 has a rabbet 7 
at its under side forming in said structure a 
gi'OOWe 8 opening also OutWardly. Groove 6 in 
strip 3 is preferably pitched so, that its mouth 
is elevated, which insures its retaining what is 
to be received therein, as will appear, especially 
if the material. So received includes more than 
One of the bai's lithereafter to be mentioned. 
The groove 8 in the other strip 4 may also be 
pitched, but with its mouth depressed, for the 
Same reason, as in Fig. 5, where 9 is the strip and 
10 its groove. v 
The paper sheet, as will appear, is held in the 

grooves by the use of fiat bars ill and 12, which 
for the sake of cheapness may be of cardboard, 
and as so held it is under tension, usually 
stretched so that there is more or less straighten 
ing-out of the corrugations therein which give 
the sheet its crepe effect. The hold, as to the 
bar 11 is due to the following: The sheet is shown 
Wrapped in one lap around the bar, leaving both 
end portions depending, but so that the ex 
tremity of one such portion is near the lap or 
fold around the bar and is at the inside (Figs. 2 
and 4). As an incident of the tension on the 
sheet it is gripped between the bar and the upper 
and lower surfaces of the groove. The other end 
portion of the sheet is wrapped around the bar 12. 
As an incident of the tension the sheet is gripped 
between the bar and the upper and lower Sur 
faces of the groove, much the same as with re 
spect to the bar 11 and groove 6. 

In order to assemble the sheet and bars With 
the supporting structure the bar 11 with the sheet 
around the same is first entered into groove 6 
of strip 3. The other end of the sheet is then 
wrapped tightly around bar 12 and the wrapped 
mass is pulled upon to tension the sheet and 
finally this bai', which has ultimately been made 
to lie in a horizontal plane, is entered to the 
groove 8 (or 10). (It is found that the grip 
existing at the strips is so effective that the sheet 
would in fact be rent apart before material slip 
page would occur where such grip is active.) 

Since the bars are of considerable length and 
so more or less limber (especially if of card 
board) it is found that the bar 12, alone cannot 
be depended on to stiffen the wound mass in set 
ting the tension. Wherefore, as shown in Figs. 3 
and 4, I use an auxiliary or dummy bar. 13, this 
being of some considerably stiffer material-as 
metal, if the bar 12 is of cardboard--and prefer 
ably somewhat longer than bar 12. So, as to afford 
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2 
hand-grips at its ends. Having Wrapped the 
sheet around bar 12 the dummy bar is placed in 
the fold of the sheet between the Wrapped maSS 
and the sheet and, while holding the duniny bal 
at its ends and also holding the Wirapped maSS 
from unwrapping, the dummy bar is pulled upon 
to tension the sheet until time Wrapped maSS is 
opposite the groove 8 (or 10) whereupon, having 
allowed such mass to turn to horizontal posi 
tion (where it will be stopped by the floor or the 
bottom of the groove 10), it is slipped into the 
groove and the dummy bar withdrawn. The bars 
11 and 12 form retained parts of the installa 
tion described, whereas the dummy bar is in fact 
a tool of the window dresser who goes from place 
to place to change the dressings of different cus 
tomers from time to time. w 

Referring, now, to Figs. 6 and 7: 
In this case the gripping medium afforded in 

the already described construction by the Strip 3 
is here afforded by the coaction of the Wall 2 and 
a metal strip 14 which is removably supported 
opposite such wall by screws 15. This strip 14 
is of channeled material, with its channel Out 
ward, channeled material being preferred for 
strength. At each end a slot 16 is formed enter 
ing from one side of the strip through One flange 
thereof, such flange at the end being flattened, 
as at 6a. These slots receive the ScreWS 15 
when the strip is supported. The strip may be 
secured any distance from the Wall-according to 
the extent the screws are driven in-So as to af 
ford what is in effect an elongated receSS 17 
adapted to receive one or more of the bars 11 
already described. The sheet 1 is lapped around 
this strip the same as it is lapped around strip 11. 

(I term the parts in Figs. 1 to 4 and 6 and 7 
active to grip the first-named, or here upper, 
end of the sheet the primary gripping medium, 
and the parts in Figs. 1 to 4 active in gripping 
its other, or here lower, end the secondary grip 
ping medium.) - 

It will be understood that the tensioned sheet 
need not necessarily lie in a vertical plane; 
whether it does so or lies in a more or less slaint 
ing plane depends on whether or not the Sec 
ondary gripping medium is directly below the pri 
mary one. There may be also one or more sheets 
to a dressing placed one behind another but 
somewhat exposed thereby in some way, these to 
be engaged by a plurality of each of the bars 11 
and 12 received in their respective grOOWes. 
Further, any sheet may be transversely gathered 
at one or both ends, but as to this latter I pre 
fer the following. . 

Referring to Figs. 8 to 12: 
Here a clip 18 is shown consisting of a plate of 

metal having a body portion 18a, and the remain 
ing portion 18b bent up into a plane parallel 
with that of portion 18a and cross-sectionally 
arched, its side edges having teeth 18C and its free 
end 18d, being upturned. The body portion is 
forked, by a slot. 18e extending to its free end. 
Two screws 19 are secured to the floor, so that 
the line joining them may be either parallel or 
in some angular relation to the line of grip of the 
primary gripping medium. The operator uses 
this device much as the bar 12 is used-to ten 
sion the sheet. That is, having gathered the 
sheet, as shown in Fig. 8, and lapped its gathered 
portion around the portion 18b of the clip he 
uses the clip, which is in effect a short bar, to 
tension the sheet while holding the gathered por 
tion lapped around the same, stretching the sheet 
until he can cause the forked portion of the clip 
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to straddle the screws under their heads. The 
grip is maintained in this case by the sharp tangs 
or teeth 18C of the clip (desirably bent downward, 
Fig. 12, for this purpose) and also by the gath 
ered portion being jammed between the clip and 
the floor. Instead of attaching the clip to the 
ScieWS it may have its slotted end engaged in the 
groove of a strip 3, 4 or 9. 
One essential of my invention is indicated in 

the appended claims as being concerned with 
these conditions, to Wit: that the structure to be 
diressed should have a groove (as 6 or 17, on the 
one hand, or 8 or 10 on the other) receiving a bar 
(as 11 on the one hand or 12 on the other) having 
greater transverse dimension than the recess is 
wide, whereby effort to tilt the bar around a lon 
gitudinal axis thereof Will be obstructed by the 
sides of the recess, and that there is means to 
secure a sheet of flexible material Wrapped around 
the bar to said structure removed from and rela 
tively lateral of the bar and coacting with the 
latter to hold the sheet in a state of tension be 
tween them, the sheet being interposed between 
the bar and at least one side of the groove, 
whereby a grip on the sheet auxiliary to such 
grip as it may attain on and due to its being 
wrapped around the bar results in the effort of 
the bar to tilt in response to the tension. 

Moreover, it is new, so far as I am aware, to 
effect the dressing of a given structure, as that 
stated by fastening a portion of a sheet of flex 
ible material to said structure, wrapping another 
portion of the sheet around a bar (as 12 or 18) 
and so that the Wrapped portion grips the bar, 
then tensioning the sheet between the bar and 
where the sheet is fastened, and then fastening 
the bar against rotation. On a longitudinal axis 
thereof to said structure while the sheet is so 
tensioned, as in the groove 8 or 10 or by the 
screws. 19. 
When the paper is tacked according to the usu 

all system, if it is skewed one way or the other 
(particularly if gathered) the window dresser has 
no alternative but to remove the tacks and re 
tack the paper in corrected position, with not only 
loss of time but the danger of tearing the paper; 
according to my invention the correction can be 
effected by a sliding movement along either 
grOOWe. - 

Sometimes the paper slackens after it is for 
Some timeiry position. My construction obviously 
makes it possible to take up such slack very read 
ily. 

Having thus fully described my invention what 
claim is: 
1. The hereindescribed method of dressing a 

given structure having a recess therein which con 
sists in fastening a portion of a sheet of flexible 
material to Said structure, Wrapping another por 
tion of the sheet around a bar having one trans 
verse dimension exceeding the width of the re 
cess and so that the Wrapped portion of the sheet 
grips the bar, then introducing another bar be 
tween the Wrapped mass formed by the first bar 
and Wrapped portion of the sheet and the part 
of the sheet adjoining said mass, then drawing 
upon the Second bar to tension the sheet between 
said mass and where the sheet is fastened to said 
structure While holding the Wrapped mass from 
unwrapping, and then introducing the first bar 
transversely of itself into said recess while still 
holding the Second bar. . 

2. In combination, with Supporting structure 
having an upright portion and an elongated re 
cess in Said portion, a bar removably arranged in 
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1,970,256 
said recess and having greater transverse dimen 
Sion in the direction of the depth of the recess 
than the later is wide, whereby effort to tilt 
the bar around a longitudinal axis thereof will 
be obstructed by the sides of the recess, crepe 
paper Wrapped around the bar and interposed be 
tWeen the bar and One side of the recess and ar 
ranged to be clamped between them when the 
bar is Subjected to Such tilting effort, and means 
to Secure the paper to said structure ar 
ranged remote from and relatively laterally of the 
bar and coacting With the latter to hold the paper 
in a state of tension. 

3. In combination, With Supporting structure 
having an upright portion and an elongated re 
cess in Said portion, a bar removably arranged in 
said recess and having greater transverse dimen 
Sion in the direction of the depth of the recess 
than the later is wide, whereby effort to tilt the 
bar around a longitudinal axis thereof Will be ob 
structed by the sides of the recess, crepe paper 

3 
Wrapped around the bar and having both ends 
extending from the recess and laterally there 
from, and means remote from the recess and co 
active with the bar to Secure One end portion of 
the paper to said structure and coacting With the 
bar to hold in a state of tension the part of the 
paper between Such means and bar. 

4. In combination, with Supporting structure 
having an upright portion and Spaced recesses in 
said portion, and bars arranged in the respective 
recesses and each having greater dimension in the 
direction of the depth of the recess containing it 
than the latter is wide, whereby effort to tilt each 
bar in the recess Will be obstructed by the sides of 
the recess, and flexible sheet material Wrapped 
around each bar within the recess containing such 
bar, said sheet material being in a state of ten 
sion between the bars and being thereby clamped 
between the bars and the sides of the respectiv 
eCeSSeS. 

STEPHAN H. TERREL. 
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