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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JACOB KASSCHAU, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city, county, and State of New York, have in 

5 vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Shoe-String Fasteners, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. a 
This invention relates to an improved shoe 

string fastener of that class by which the 
Io ends of the shoe-strings are firmly retained 

in position without being tied together, and 
which can be readily released whenever it is 
desired to remove the shoe; and the -inven 
tion consists of a shoe-string fastener com 

I5 posed of a base-plate provided with means 
for attachment to the upper of the shoe, a 
box-shaped portion bent up from said base 
plate, a bent-up top flange converging toward 
one side wall of the box-shaped portion, and 

20 a roller in said box-shaped portion between 
which and the top flange the end of the shoe 
string is inserted, so as to be clamped be 
tween these parts by the inward strain ex 
erted on the end of the string. . 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a perspective view showing my 
shoe-string fastener in position for use. Fig. 
2 is a front elevation showing the fastener on 
a larger scale. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec 

3o tion of the same on line 33, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is 
a transverse section on line 4 4, Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 5 is a top view of the blank from which 
the fastener is made. - 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre. 
35 sponding parts. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents my 
improved shoe-string fastener, which is com 
posed of a base-plats a, provided with eyes a 
at both ends, which are attached by means 

4o of eyelets e, that are clinched to the upper of 
the shoe near the upper front part of the 
same. From the base-plate a is bent up a box 
shaped portion, which is of slightly greater 
height at one end than at the end nearer to 

5 the shoe-string. Said box portion is composed 
of side walls a'a, bent up at an angle to each 
other, and of end walls a. Above the box 
portion is arranged a bent-up flange a, which 
flange converges toward the side wall a’ of 

5o the box portion. In the box portion is ar 
ranged a cylindrical roller b, the diameter of 
the roller and the arrangement of the parts 
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being such that the roller cannot drop out in 
whatever position the fastener may be placed. 
When the roller is moved into the lower end 55 
of the box-shaped portion, it touches the 
lower edge of the 'bent-up flange a. 
When the shoe-string s is to be inserted 

into the fastener, the sane is introduced be 
tween the roller and the bent-up flange a, 6c 
the roller being, owing to the slight inclina 
tion given to the box-shaped portion when 
placing the fastener in position, at the higher 
end of the bent-up flange. By the strain ex 
erted by the foot on the shoe-string the end 65 
of the string inserted between the roller a nd 
the converging flange pulls the roller forward, 
so that the string is clamped between the 
same and the converging flange in such a man 
ner that the greater the strain the more tightly 
will the shoe-string be wedged between the 
roller and the converging flange. . 
When it is desired to unfasten the string, 

the end is pulled forward so as to be released 
from the claimping action of the roller and 
the converging flange, so that the string can 
be readily unloosened and the shoe removed. 
The base-plate, with its eyes, the box-shaped 

portion, and the bent-up converging flange 
are all stamped up from the blank shown.iii. 
Fig. 5, which is done by means of suitable 
dies. The roller is cut off from a cylindrical 
metal rod of suitable diameter, so that the 
fastener can be manufactured at a small ex 
pense, while forming a very effective retain 
ing device for the ends of shoe-strings and 
obviating the tedious tying of the strings. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by letters 
Patent- - ' 

1. A shoe-string fastener, composed of a 
base-plate, a box-shaped portion projecting 
from the lower part of the base-plate, said box 
shaped portion being higher at one end than 
at the other, a bent-up flange above the box- 95 
shaped portion, converging toward the lower 
end of the same, a roller placed in the box 
shaped portion, and being of such diameter 
that it is prevented from passing out of the 
space between the box-shaped portion and the roo 
converging flange, and means for attaching the 
base-plate to the shoe-upper, substantially as 
set forth. y 

2. A shoe-string fastener, composed of a 
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base-piate, provided with eyes at its ends, out from the space between the box-shaped 
means for fastening said eye-shaped ends to portion and the converging flange, substan 
the upper, a box-shaped portion projecting tially as set forth. 
from the lower part of said base-plate, said . In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 15 

5 box-shaped portion being higher at the outer my invention I have signed my name in pres 
end than at the end near the string, a bent- ence of two subscribing witnesses. 
up converging flange above the box-shaped 
portior, converging toward the lower end of JACOB KASSCHAU. 
said box-shaped portion, and a roller placed Witnesses: 

Io in said box-shaped portion and being of such THOMAs M. Row LETTE, 
diameter that it is prevented from passing GEORGE W. JAEKEL. 


