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The invention relates to a table for automo 
biles and more especially to a disappearing table 
for use in pleasure automobiles or in any enclo 
Sure Where the Space Within is limited. 
The primary object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a table of this character wherein the 
Shelf constituting the table proper is swingable 
in a Vertical direction and is supported when in 
a Substantially horizontal plane so that it may be 
used for Service purposes or as a writing shelf, 
Support or the like and when not in use is con 
Cealed within a space created by a housing or 
casing countersunk in the rear of the front seat 
of the motor vehicle. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of a table of this character wherein the 
same when folded lies flush with a supporting 
Wall and thus being out of the way to avoid con 
stituting a barrier between the front and rear 
Seats thereof when entering or leaving a motor 
vehicle and also giving a neat finished appear 
ance without altering the normal appearance of 
the vehicle and particularly the seat supporting 
Said table. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of a table of this character wherein it can 
be readily released or swung to a serving posi 
tion and adjustably latched in the latter posi 
tion, the table in its entirety being of novel con 
struction and unique in assembly. 
A still further object of the invention is the 

provision of a table of this character, which is 
Simple in its construction, thoroughly reliable 
and efficient in Operation, readily and easily ma 
nipulated and when folded disappears from view, 
being strong, durable, and inexpensive to manu 
facture and install. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists in the features of construction, 
Combination and arrangement of parts as will 
be hereinafter more fully described in detail, ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing, which 
discloses the preferred and modified forms of 
embodiment of the invention and pointed out in 
the claims hereunto appended. 
In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 

view through the front seat back of a motor ve 
hicle showing the table in an unfolded position 
constructed in accordance with the invention in 
association therewith. 

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 
2-2 of Figure 1 looking in the direction of the 
aOWS. 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing 
the table folded. 

Figure 4 is a Sectional view taken on the line 
4-4 of Figure 3 looking in the direction of the 
ar'OWS. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail sectional view 
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taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 1 looking in the 
direction of the arrows. 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

on the line 6-6 of Figure 4 looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows. - 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary detail sectional view 
taken on the line 7-7 of Figure 2 looking in the 
direction of the arrows. 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary sectional view show 
ing a portion of the structure in Figure 7 in side 
elevation. 

Figure 9 is a side elevation partly broken away 
showing a slight modification of the invention. 

Figure 10 is an elevation thereof partly in 
section. 

Figure 11 is a detail sectional view taken on 
the line - of Figure 9. - 

Figure 12 is a fragmentary sectional view 
showing in detail one of the keeper notches em. 
ployed in the modified form of the invention 
shown in Figure 9. 

Similar reference characters indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views in 
the drawing. - 

Referring to the drawing in detail, particularly 
Figures 1 to 8, inclusive, of the group, A desig 
nates generally the table constituting the pres 
ent invention while B denotes a portion of the 
front seat, that is, the back thereof, for a motor 
vehicle, being of conventional construction ex 
cepting that it has countersunk in the rearmost 
Wall thereof at the proper location a housing or 
casing ?e preferably made from metal and dished 
to provide an open sided compartment for a pur 
pose presently described. This housing or cas 
ing is made fast in its countersunk relation to 
the back B in any suitable manner. 

ASSociated With a housing or casig C is a 
Vertically SWingable shelf constituting a table 
top , being flanged at 2 at its four sides and 
those flanges at opposite ends of the said shelf 
or top are provided with clearances for pivot 
Screws 3 engaged in opposite ends of the hous 
ing or casing 0 and in this manner the said shelf 
or top is swingable vertically for the folding 
or unfolding thereof. On folding of the shelf or 
top it constitutes a door or closure for the 
Compartment 4 created therein and for a pur 
pose presently described. 

Pivoted at 5 to the outermost flanged edge of 
the shelf or top close to opposite corners there 
of are turnable hangers or double ear brackets 
86 to which are pivoted at 7 props or braces 8. 
The props or braces f8 at the latching ends 9 
thereof have therein spaced latching notches 20 
Selectively receiving a supporting rod 2 which 
is disposed crosswise or transversely within the 
Compartment 4 and made fast by nuts 22 in the 
ends of the housing or casing 0. These props 
8 are Swingable laterally and in a vertical direc 



2 
tion so that they may be folded to the position 
as shown in Figure 4 of the drawing to be con 
fined or concealed within the compartment 4 
when the shelf or top has been folded, this 
position being exhibited in Figures 3 and 4 of the 
drawing or such props 8 can be adjustably en 
gaged with the rod 2 for Sustaining the shelf 
or top in an adjusted position when unfolded 
as exhibited in Figures 1 and 2 of the drawing. 
Pinched or otherwise formed from the rod 2 are 
stop nibs or lugs 23 which prevent the inward 
lateral SWinging of the props 8 when engaged 
With said rod 2 and while holding the shelf or 
top in an unfolding Serving position. 
Attached to the inner face of the shelf or top 
are friction clips 24, these being twin jawed 

and are separably engageable with the rod 2 
for the latching of the shelf or top when 
folded and in closing position to the housing or 
casing 0. At the outer side of the shelf or top 

is a hand or finger knob. 25 convenient for the 
unfolding or bringing of the said shelf or top 
to a Serving position. 
In Figures 9 to 12, inclusive, of the drawing 

there is shown a modification of the invention 
wherein the end flanges 26 of the top or shelf 27, 
which is similarly constructed to the said top or 
shelf , are provided with substantially L-shaped 
latching notches 28 and 29, respectively. The 
notches 28 are adapted for separable engagement 
With a pivot or pintle rod 30 built transversely 
in the angle iron 3, which protrudes from the 
rear Wall of the seat back B, and is devoid of an 
uppermost longitudinal edge flange, the fiange 
32 is part of the angle iron 3. The notches 29 
are engageable With a Supporting rod 33 identical 
to the rod 2 and so mounted. In this manner 
the shelf or top 27 can be conveniently latched 
in a folded or closing position and also it can be 
completely detached or separated from the hous 
ing or casing 3 in that the props 8 are sep 
arably Connectable with the said rods 33. 
The top or shelf f is not countersunk in the 

Seat back B but protrudes slightly therefrom at 
the flanged sides and ends of the same, being 
fastened in place in any suitable manner. These 
notches 28 and 29 when employed enable dis 
pensing With the clips 24 hereinbefore described. 
The props f8 in association with the shelf or 

top 27 are conveniently concealed within the 
angle iron 3 Similarly to the concealment of the 
propS 8 in the housing or casing 0. 
From the foregoing it is thought that the con 

struction and manner of operation of the pre 
ferred and modified forms of the invention will 
be clearly understood and therefore a more ex 
tended explanation has been omitted. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A table for a motor seat back comprising an 

open sided housing, a table top for closing the 
Open side of Said housing and swingable on a 
horizontal axis, props having universal connec 
tion with a table top and swingable laterally and 
in a vertical direction, the props when swung 
laterally being accommodated within the hous 
ing and concealed therein by the top when clos 
ing the open side of said housing, means within 
the housing and engaged by the props when the 
top is swung to a position for opening the hous 
ing and sustaining said top in a supporting posi 
tion, and means associated with the top and en 
gageable With the first-named means to hold 
Said top in a position for closing the housing. 
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2. A table for a motor Seat back comprising an 

Open sided housing, a table top for closing the 
open side of Said housing and SWingable On a 
horizontal axis, props having universal connec 
tion with a table top and swingable laterally and 
in a vertical direction, the props when swung 
laterally being accommodated within the housing 
and concealed therein by the top when closing 
the open side of said housing, means within the 
housing and engaged by the props when the top 
is SWung to a position for opening the housing 
and Sustaining Said top in a supporting position, 
means aSSOciated. With the top and engageable 
With the first-named means to hold said top in 
a position for closing the housing, and means on 
the first-named means to prevent the prop from 
lateral displacement when engaged thereWith. 

3. A table for a motor seat back comprising an 
Open Sided housing, a table top for closing the 
Open Side of Said housing and removably Swing 
ing on a horizontal axis, props having universal 
connection. With a table top and swingable later 
ally and in a vertical direction, the props when 
SWung laterally being accommodated within the 
housing and concealed therein by the top when 
closing the open side of said housing, means 
Within the housing and engaged by the props 
when the top is swung to a position for opening 
the housing and Sustaining said top in a sup 
porting position, means associated with the top 
and engageable with the first-named means to 
hold Said top in a position for closing the hous 
ing, and means on the first-named means to 
prevent the prop from lateral displacement when 
engaged thereWith, the said props being con 
structed for selective adjustment when engaged 
With the first-named means. 

4. A table for a motor seat back comprising an 
Open sided housing, a table top for closing the 
Open side of Said housing and swingable on a 
horizontal axis, props having universal connec 
tion. With a table top and swingable laterally and 
in a vertical direction, the props when swung 
laterally being accommodated within the hous 
ing and concealed therein by the top when clos 
ing the Open side of said housing, means within 
the housing and engaged by the props when the 
top is SWung to a position for opening the housing 
and Sustaining said top in a supporting position, 
means associated with the top and engageable 
With the first-named means to hold said top in 
a position for closing the housing, means on the 
first-named means to prevent the prop from lat 
eral displacement when engaged therewith, the 
Said props being constructed for selective adjust 
ment when engaged with the first-named means, 
and brackets pivotally connected with the top 
and the said props for universal movement of 
the latter. 

5. A table for a motor seat back, comprising an 
Open sided housing, a table top for closing the 
Open Side of Said housing and swingable on a 
horizontal axis, props having universal connec 
tion with the outer free end of the top and 
adapted to Swing in a vertical plane, a transverse 
rod Within the lower end of the housing and en 
gaged by the props when the top is swung up 
Wardly, and Spring means carried by the lower 
face of the table top for locking the top in closed 
position by engagement with the said rod. 
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