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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES CARLILE, of 

Springfield, in the county of Hampden and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and Improved Floor-Clamp, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification: 
My invention consists of a pair of griping 

levers pivoted to a hand-lever, or to a press 
ure plate or board on it, for acting upon the 
edge of the flooring, and arranged in connec 
tion with cam-grooves in a plate also attached 
to the lever, so that the gripers being placed 
on the joist with the points near the lower 
edge, and the hand-lever above, with the 
pressure-plate against the flooring, and the 
hand-lever being pressed forward in the di 
rection to clamp the flooring together, such 
action will cause the gripers to bind firmly 
against the joist, and hold for a fulcrum for 
the hand-lever, and will let go and release the 
hand-lever when the latter is moved back af. 
ter pressing the flooring. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my improved 
floor-clamp, showing the position of the grip 
ing-jaws when the clamp is applied to the 
joist. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation, showing the 
position when clamping up the flooring. Fig. 
3 is a side elevation, showing the clamp in the 
act of clamping the flooring; and Fig. 4 is a 
section of the hand-lever and plan of the cam 
plate for causing the griping - lever to gripe 
the joists when the hand-lever is pressed for 
Ward. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A represents the griping-levers. They have 

a blunt point, B, near the lower end, pointing 
toward each other, and are pivoted at C to a 
pressure plate or bar, G, so as to swing toward 
and from each other in the same plane, and at 

the upper end they are fixed to work in the 
inclined slots or cams D in a horizontal cam 
plate, F, attached to the hand-lever E. The 
lever E is pivoted at the lower end to the 
pressure-plate G, and has a spring, H., con 
necting it with the plate, and set so that it 
tends to keep the hand-lever in the plane of 
the griping-levers and the pressure-plate. A 
holding pawl or brace, I, is pivoted to the back 
of the hand-lever to catch in the joist J and 
hold the lever when pulled forward to clamp 
the flooring. I represents the flooring to be 
clamped together. 

It will be seen that this clamp will require 
no other fixing than to hold it over the joist 
at the place where it is to be attached, drop it 
down with a griping-jaw on each side of the 
joist until the pressure-plate strikes the top, 
and then force it forward against the flooring; 
and that it releases itself by the back move. 
ment of the lever for removing the clamp from 
the front of the flooring. , 
The spring is not an essential part of the 

contrivance, and may be dispensed with; but 
I prefer to use it. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. The combination of griping - levers A, 
pressure-plate G, hand-lever E, and cam-plate 
F, all substantially as specified. 

2. The combination of griping-levers A, 
jaws B, pressure-plate G, hand-lever E, cam 
plate F, and spring H, substantially as speci 
fied. 

JAMES CARLILE, 
Witnesses: 

E. B. MAYNARD, 
FRANK. G. LEWIS, 


