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L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See extra sheet.

L. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The inventions of claims 1-13 relate to a technique for increasing
the compresgion degree as the concentration degree to a numeric value
expressing a difference “0” increases.

The inventions of claims 14-27 relate to a technique for selecting
theimagedatatransferbyareversiblecompresgionunitoranirreversible
compression unit according to an estimated value of the compression
degree.

The inventions of claims 28-31 relate to a technique for directing
the image formation position of the imaging optical system to an image
formation position where the concentration to the numeric value
expressing the difference “0” is locally minimum.

As prior arts, JP 63-272274 A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.),
09 November 1988 (09.11.88), page 5, lower right column, line 16 to
page 6, upper left column, line 11 discloses a technique to obtain a
zero concentration degree of a difference; and JP 2005-86543 A (Canon
Inc.) 31 March 2005 (31.03.05), paragraph [0029] disclogses a technique
for estimating a compression ratio.

Thus, there is no technical relationship between the inventions of
claims 1-13, the inventions of claims 14-27, and the inventions of claims
28-31involvingone or more of the same or corregponding special technical
features. Accordingly, the inventions are not so linked as to form
a single general inventive concept.
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