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(57) Abstract

An apparatus and method for providing a nebula or
aerosol to a patient. In one aspect, a nebulizer is pressure
sensitive so that nebulization is coordinated with a breathing
cycle of the patient. The nebulizer includes a movable gas
diverter that diverts pressurized gas across a liquid outlet.
The diverter is moved in response to the patient’s breathing
cycle. In one aspect, a biasing member moves the diverter.
According to another aspect of the nebulizer, an annular
liquid orifice disperses an aerosol in a radial direction in
response to a pressurized gas flow from an orifice located
concentrically thereto. Multiple liquid orifices may be
provided. In a further aspect of the nebulizer, a reservoir
includes an upper, wide portion and a lower narrow portion
to apply relatively uniform pressure at a liquid orifice.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/210

MULTIPLE INVENTIONS

1. Claims: 1-17, 26-32, 52-57
A nebulizer with breath or pressure actuated diverter.

2. Claims: 13, 18-25
A cycled nebulizer connected to a ventilator.

3. Claims: 33-42
A nebulizer with multiple nozzzles.

4. Claims: 43
A nebulizer with a ring baffle.

5. Claims: 44-48
A nebulizer with an air outlet around the liquid outlet.

6. Claims: 49-51
A nebulizer with a reservoir comprising superposed portions.

7. Claims: 58-65
A cycled nebulizer coordinated with a physiological cycle.
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