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To all whom it may concerm: |
Be it known that I, MARSHALL REED,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Whit-
man,inthe county of Plymouth, State of Mas-
5 sachusetts, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Theater-Chairs, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had thelem to the accompanying
drawings.
The aim of the mventlon is to produce a
chair, more especially designed for use in
theaters, halls, and the like places where.
seats occupying fixed positions on the floor
are employed, which shall be so constructed
15 as to enable the oecupant thereof without
rising from a sitling position to shift his po-
sition rearwardly,and thereby make room for
the passage of another person in front of the
seated person, between the latier and another

‘20 seat or other object in front. Thisaim I at-
tain by means of a chair having a seat por-
tion which is so combined and arranged as
to permit the oeccupant of the chair without
rising from a sitting position to force said

25 seat portion rearwardly relatively to the
points of attachment of the chair to the floor
and afterward resume his former position.
Preferably the chair is constructed so that
the seat portion returns automatically to its

30 normal position as soon as the effort which
shifted it rearwardly is ended.

I have illustrated an embodiment of my
invention in the best form thereof which I
have yet contrived in the accompanying

35 drawings, in which latter—

Figure 1 shows in side elevation a chair
containing the said embodiment with the
seat portion in its normal position. Fig. 2is
a similar view showing the seat portion in its

40 rearward position. Fig. 3 is a sectional de-
tail.

Having, reference to the drawings, the
seat portion of a chair is designated a, the
same being provided with a back b and with

45 armsc. The form, character, arrangement,

" &e., of the seat portion may be varied as de-

sired in practice. . An upright support for

10

the said seat portion is represented at d, one
or more of such upright supports being em-
50 ployed in practice, as deemed advisable.

At

Serial No, 62,882, (Wo model

| e is shown a stand, which isfixed to the floor

Jfin convenient manner and to which the
support ¢ is attached.

The drawings show only one sideof a chair..
Preferably the supporting devices for the 355
seat portion are duplicated at the opp051te
sides of the chair.

The upright support d is counnected with

the seat portion @ and stand ¢ in a manner
enabling the parts to move relative to one 6o
another. Herein the seat portion is shown
formed with a depending bracket ¢, with
which the upper portion of the support d is
connected by a pivot fi, and the lower por-
tion of the supporbd_is connected with stand 65
¢ by means of a pivot 7. Pivot 7 allows the
upright support d to swing forwardly and
rearwardly in a vertieal plane, and pivot A
permits the seat portion to rock in a vertical
plane relative to the upper portion of the up-
right support. For the-purpose of holding
the seat in the same position relative to the
horizontal as the seat portion is shifted for-
ward and backward a rod or link % has the
upper end thereof pivoted at ' tothe bracket
¢ and the lower end thereof pivoted at m to
the stand e. The support d and rod & con-
stitute, in effect, a parallel-motion arrange-
ment. The upper and lower ends of the sup-
port d are expanded widthwise to give in-
creased bearing between the outer surface
of the said support and the contacting sur-
faces of the bracket ¢ and stand e, whereby
tendency to twisting or turning of the parts
relative to one anotheris obviated. The up-
per portion of the support is formed with
bearing-faces d' d? designed for contact with
the bearing-surface ¢’ on the seat portion
a, and the lower portion thereof is formed
with bearing-surfaces d* d*, making eontact
with surface e’ on stand e. These bearing
faces and surfaces take the weight and re-
lieve the pivots at i and 4, which preferably
are relied upon simply to connect the parts
together. Surfaces d’ and d? are formed at
an obtuse angle with respect to each other,
and the same is true of surfaces d®d* These
surfaces d' d* & d* by their eontact with the
surfaces ¢ and €' limit the extent of forward
and rearward movement of the seat portion- 1oo
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¢, The middle of the length of the support
d has applied thereto a screw or bolt n, work-
ing in a slot 0 in the upper portion of the
stand ¢, the said slot being concentric with
pivot ¢, the said screw or bolt receiving a nut
n' and washer n% by means of which the sup-
port is held close against thesids of the stand
e. A cushioning-washer p of suitable mate-
rial (rubber, leathel or the like) is applied to
the body or stem of the serew or bolt n with-
in slot o0, and by its contact with the ends of
slot o slightly before faces d' d?® and d°® d*
bring up against their coacting surfaces in
the back and forth movements of theseat por:
tion and upright support d arrests the move-
ment of the latter parts without noise.

The parts are arranged in practice to gravi-
tate forward into the position in which they
are represented in Fig. 1, which is the natu-
ral or normal posmou thereof A slight ef-
fort by the occupant of the chair exerted for
instance, by pressure of his foot ava,mst the
floor will earry the seat portion rearward into
the position which is represented in Fig. 2.
When such effort is relaxed, the seat pOI‘thIl
resumes its forward pos1t10n Preferably in
praetlce it isarranged so that in the rearward
position of the seat portion the pivot % shall
be a little to the front of a vertical line pass-

ing through the pivot 2.

Whlle T have been thus ‘particular to de-
scribe the construetion and arrangement
which are shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, I wish it to be understood that so far as
the broad prineiples of the invention are con-
cerned I do not limit myself to the said eon-
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struction and arrangement inasmuch as such
prineiples admit of being variously embodied.

I claim as my invention—

1. In combination, the fixed stand having
the slot o0, the seat portion, the support d
loosely connected with said stand and seat
portion, and the screw or bolt n applied to
sald support and working in said slot, said
seat tending normally to assume arelatively
advanced position and having eapacity for be-
ing temporarily shifted rearward to afford in-
creased space in front of the chair, substan-

- tially as described.

2. In combination, the fixed stand having
the slot 0 and the bearing-surface ¢/, the seat
portion having the bearing - surface ¢/, the
support d loosely connected with said stand
and seat portion, and having the bearing-
faces d' d? d® d%, the screw or bolt n applied
to said support and working in said slot and
the link %, substantially as desecribed.

3. In combination, the fixed stand having
the slot 0 and the bearing-surface ¢', the seat
portion having the bearing-surface o', the
support d loosely connected with said stand
and seat-support, having the bearing-faces d’
d? d? d*, and the screw or bolt n applied to
said support, working in said slot, and the
cushion applied in connection with said serew
or bolt, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MARSHALL REED.

Witnesses:

CHAs. F. RANDALL,
WILLIAM A. COPELAND,
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