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1 Claim.
1

The present invention is directed to a new and
distinet variety of nectarine tree which bears yel-
low fleshed, freestone fruit.

For a number of years I have conducted an
extensive plant breeding program for the origi-
nation of commercially desirable nectarine trees;
this program having been carried out in my ex-
perimental nursery and orchard near Le Grand,
Merced County, California.

One of the primary aims of such program has
been the origination of a series of new and dis-
tinet nectarine varieties having different ripening
periods, but which periods are sufficiently related
that a relatively long harvest season of nectarine
fruit may be attained by the planting of a num-
ber of such varieties.

An additional aim of such program has been,
with respect to the instant variety, to provide a
freestone nectarine available to the market at
approximately the same time as early peaches.

As compared with the John Rivers nectarine
(unpatented), which is widely grown in Cali-
fornia, the present variety of nectarine tree bears
fruit which has yellow instead of white flesh;
ripens about one week later; is slightly larger;
has more red exterior color; has firmer flesh; has
& shorter chilling requirement; is a much heavier
and more regular producer; and is a freestone in-
stead of a semi-clingstone.

As compared to the Sun Grand varlety of nec-
tarine (United States Plant Patent 974), the
present variety has the same ancestry and re-
sembles it rather closely in physical character-
istics, except that the fruit is smaller and ripens
about ten days to two weeks earlier; the harvest
being complete before the beginning of harvest
of such Sun Grand variety of nectarine.

In 1952 the dates of the first and last picking
of the fruit of the present variety were June 28th
and July 6th respectively, whereas picking of the
John Rivers nectarine began on June 23rd and
concluded on June 30th.

By further comparison, picking of the Sun
Grand nectarine began on July 7th and concluded
on July 17th, 1852,

The new and distinet variety of nectarine tree
here claimed was developed and asexually repro-
duced by me in my experimental nursery and or-
chard near Le Grand, County of Merced, Cali-
fornia, in the following manner:

The variety is & second generation cross of
Kim nectarine (United States Plant Patent No.
173) crossed with the July Elberta peach (United
States Plant Patent No. 15). The flrst generation
ot this cross consisted of a group of yellow-
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fieshed peaches. When the seeds of these peaches
were planted the resulting progeny proved to be
approximately three-fourths peaches and one-
fourth nectarines. As soon as these trees had
blossoms, the peaches were eliminated and the
nectarines permitted to fruit for further observa-
tion and recording. Among these nectarine trees
the instant variety was the earliest to ripen, being
from ten days to two weeks earlier than the Sun
Grand variety, which was a result of the same
Cross.

Subsequent to its discovery the present variety
of nectarine tree has been top-worked—on &
number of occasions—onto mature root stock in
my identified orchard, and such asexual reproduc-
tlons have, in each instance, run true in all re-
spects.

In the original drawings:

Fig. 1 is an elevation of two of the fruit of the
present variety, together with twigs and leaves.

Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of one of the fruit
with the stone exposed.

Fig. 3 is & fragmentary elevation taken from
the top side of one of the leaves.

Referring now more specifically to the pomo-
logical details of this new and distinct variety of
nectarine tree, the following is an outline descrip-
tion thereof; all major color plate identifications
being by reference to Maerz and Paul Dictionary
of Color:

Tree: Large size; medium strength; spreading;
dense; vase formed; productive; regular bearer.
Trunk: Medium size; medium texture.
Branches: Medium size; medium texture.
Color.—Brown.
Lenticels.—Medium number; medium size.
Leaves: Large size. Average length, 614 inches;
average width, 2 inches. Thick.

Color—Top side—medium green (22-L-7);
under side—1light green (22-K-6).

Margin —Crenate.

Petiole—Medium length.

Glands —Average number—four. Alternate;
medium size; globose; positioned mostly on
blade, occasionally on petiole. Stipules—
none.

Flower buds: Medium size; plump.

Flowers: Large size; medium blooming period;
first and full bloom with Elberta peach.

Fruit: Maturity when described—hard—June 30,
1952,

Size—Medium; uniform. Average diameter
axially, 24 inches; average transverse in
suture plane, 22 inches,
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Form.—Uniform; symmetrical.

Suture—A distinct line extending from base
to beyond apex, with slight depression be-
yond pistil point,

Ventral surface—Rounded slightly,

Lips.~Equal.

Cavity —Rounded.

Apex.—Short.

Skin: Thick; tough.

Tend $0 crock.~None.

Down; "anting.

Color —Yellow (11-1.-7) almost completely
overlaid with orange red (5-1-5), mottled
and streaked deeper red (6-1.-6).

Flesh:
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Color—Yellow (9-L-4, shading £o 0-1.8);:

with red (3-1-8) near stone.

Surface of pit cavity.—Pink,

Amygadalin. —Moderate,

Juice—Moderate.

. Texture —Firm; meaty.

Fibres~Pew.

Ripens.—Evenly.

Flavor —Vinous,

Arpma —Distinct.

Eating quality—Good to best,

-Stone: Free; parts from flesh smoothly.

Size~Medium, Average length, 134 inches;
average breadth, 44 inch; average thick-
-nesy, e inch.
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Form.—Oval.
Base.—QOblique.
Hilum.—Oval.
Apexr—Rounded.
Sides.—Equal.
Color—Brown (7-H-10).
Keeping quality: Good.
Use: Local; dessert; culinary; long distance ship-
ping.

The tree and its fruit herein deseribed may vary
in slight detail due to climatic and soil condi-

‘tions under which the variety may be grown.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

A new and distinct variety of nectarine tree,
a8 -described and illustrated, bearing medium
sized, firm, yellow-fleshed freestone fruit having
yellow skin -almost-entirely overspread with red;
charaeterized—in comparison with the John
Rivers nectarine—by yellow instead of white
flesh; ripening approximately one week later;
slightly larger; more exterior red color;-firmer
fleshed; shorter chilling requirement; heavier and
more regular producer; and freestone instead.of
semi-clingstone; and—by comparison with the
Sun Grand nectarine—having general resem-
blance thereto but being smaller in fruit size, and
ripening ten days to two weeks earlier.

FREDERIC W. ANDERSON.
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