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This invention relates to a collapsible rack which is 
particularly adapted for use as a garment rack for the 
display of garments for sale, although it is, of course, 
similarly useful such as in dry cleaning plants and gar 
ment factories or the like. 
The retail garment trade has long searched for a col 

lapsible garment rack for the display of goods for sale 
which can readily be set up and collapsed and which 
at the same time provides a neat looking and sufficiently 
sturdy construction to support the weight of a number 
of garments thereon. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a collapsible 
rack which in general includes an upright frame and 
inormally transversely disposed base members which will 
firmly support the frame and articles carried thereby, and 
wherein the transverse base members can be collapsed or 
swung into general alignment with the vertical frame so 
that the collapsed racks take up a minimum of space 
during shipment and storage. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a struc 

ure of the class described wherein the collapsible base 
members are properly retained in their set up and col 
lapsed positions by means of a minimum of moving parts 
which can be manipulated by persons having a minimum 
of mechanical knowledge. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a col 

lapsible rack including base members shiftable from a 
set up to a collapsed position, in combination with means 
for releasably securing the base members, particularly 
in their set up position, wherein the securing means also 
serves to brace and reinforce the movable connection be 
tween the base members and the rack body. 
The above and other objects and advantages of the 

invention will more fully appear from the following 
description in connection with the accompanying draw 
Ing. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the 
invention with one base member in set up position and 
the other base member in collapsed position. 

Fig. 2 is a section taken approximately on line 2-2 
of Fig. 1, on a somewhat enlarged scale and with a por 
tion of the upright removed. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional detail taken substan 
tially on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the lower 
end portion of the frame and a part of one of the base 
members in collapsed position. 
The rack includes a frame 6 which includes a pair of 

uprights 8 whose upper ends are bridged by a horizontal 
bar 10. The frame 6 is supported by base members 2 
which are adapted to swing to either of the positions 
shown in Fig. 1 and be held therein by base locking 
members 14. 

Each upright 8 extends downwardly through its re 
spective base locking member 14 and through the base 
member 12. Beneath the center of each base member 
12 is a socket 16 which may be welded to the underside 
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of the base member and is adapted to receive the lower 
end of an upright 8. If desired the upright can be 
secured in the socket 16 by means of a bolt 18 which 
extends upwardly through the bottom of the socket 
and is threaded into a plug 20 welded in the lower end 
of the upright 8. The bolt is not tightened and for that 
reason the base member 12 with its socket 16 is free to 
swing about the lower end of the upright 8. 
The two base locking members 14 are connected by a 

brace 22 which may be welded to the facing vertical sides 
or webs of the base locking members. 

Each base locking member 14 is of inverted U-shaped 
channel formation and as shown includes vertical webs 
24 and 26 and an upper horizontal connecting web. 28. 
It will be seen that the outermost webs 24 are approxi 
mately the height of the base members 12. The webs 
26 extend downwardly considerably further than webs 
24 and are provided with notches 30 which are of a width 
to rather closely fit the sides of the base members 12 
when said members are swung at the left of Fig. 1 and 
also as in Fig. 4. c. . . 
The base locking members 14 are freely slidable ver 

tically on the uprights 8 and both base locking members 
can be raised by lifting at the center of the brace 22 or 
each base locking member 14 and the adjacent end of 
brace 22 can be raised upwardly relative to the upright 
8 without raising the other base locking member at the 
opposite end of the brace 22. This is a feature of con 
venience since one person can lift an end of the brace 
22 by raising his foot beneath the brace sufficiently to 
lift the channel-shaped base locking member 14 above 
the transverse base member 12 to permit swinging of said 
base member from its transverse position to its collapsed 
position in general alignment with the vertical plane of 
the frame 6. 

It should be noted that the base locking members 14 
are elongated tranversely of the plane of the frame 6 
so that a considerable amount of bracing is imparted to 
the base member 12 when the latter is in its transverse 
position relative to the frame. Furthermore, the vertical 
side webs 24 and 26 of the base locking members 14 
closely fit the base member 12 so that the frame 6 is 
held with a considerable degree of rigidity and strength. 

Casters 32 of conventional type are secured to the 
ends of the base members 12 and they include nutted 
bolts 34 which extend upwardly through the ends of the 
base members. The distance between the underside of 
the brace 22 and the top of the notch 30 is such that, 
When the base members are collapsed, the nutted bolts 
34 will clear beneath the brace 22. 
The rack, when collapsed, provides a very compact 

Structure for storage and shipment and while the base 
locking members 14 remain transverse to the vertical 
plane of the frame 6 at all times, they are of insufficient 
length to create any stacking problem. Furthermore, 
a rack of considerable length can be set up and collapsed 
by one person with considerable ease and since the rack 
is composed mainly of light weight tubular material, it 
is not at all difficult for one person to handle it con 
veniently. 

it should be understood that various changes can be 
made in the form, arrangement, details and proportions 
of the various parts without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

claim: 
1. A collapsible rack including a substantially vertical 

frame, base members pivotally secured to lower portions 
of said frame and Swingable in a horizontal plane from 
one position in general alignment with a vertical plane 
longitudinally through the vertical frame to a second 
position transversely of said vertical plane, and base lock 
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3. 

ing members carried by and movable vertically on said 
frame and having means releasably engageable with said 
base members to releasably secure the base members in 
their two positions, the base locking members being 
elongated transversely of the frame and having portions 
releasably engaging the top and sides of the base mem 
bers substantially through the lengths of the base locking 
members when the base members are in position trans 
versely of said frame. - 

2. A collapsible rack including a substantially vertical 
frame, base members pivotally secured to lower portions 
of said frame and swingable in a horizontal plane from 
one position in general alignment with a vertical plane 
longitudinally through the vertical frame to a second 
position transversely of said vertical plane, base locking 
members movable vertically on said frame and into and 
out of engagement with said base members to releasably 
secure the base members in their two positions, each 
base locking member including a channel element having 
vertical side webs and an upper horizontal connecting 
web, the base members fitting in said channel elements 
in the transverse position of the base members, and 
at least one of said vertical side webs having a notch 
therein to receive one of the transverse base members 
when the base member is swung generally into alignment 
with the vertical longitudinal plane of the frame. 

3. A collapsible rack including a substantially vertical 
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4. 
frame having spaced uprights, a base member pivotally 
secured to a lower portion of each of said uprights and 
swingable in a horizontal plane from one position in gen 
eral alignment with a vertical plane longitudinally 
through the vertical frame, to a second position trans 
versely of said vertical plane, a base locking member at 
the lower end of each upright and freely movable verti 
cally relative to said uprights, means for maintaining 
each of said base locking members against rotation about 
the axes of said uprights, each base locking member 
having a portion engageable with a portion of its respec 
tive base member to releasably lock said base members 
against swinging movement in a horizontal plane from 
their positions transversely of and in alignment with said 
vertical plane, the base locking members being held in 
locking position solely by gravity. 
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