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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a capacitive touch panel which can select, in
accordance with the operating environment, a voltage control method
that provides excellent detection precision. When an input object ap-
proaches, the stray capacitance of the approached detection electrode in-
creases. Detection is performed as follows: the stray capacitances of a
plurality of detection electrodes are subjected to either charging or dis-
charging, and when the stray capacitance of one detection electrode in-
creases, causing the time constant thereof to increase and the changes in
the potential thereof to slow down, that detection electrode is identitied
as the one which the input object has approached. An optimal control
bep method can be selected in accordance with the operating environment:
namely, whether to subject the stray capacitances of the detection elec-
trodes to charging or discharging.
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