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This invention relates generally to wearing ap-
parel and more particularly to an undergarment
designed for use of pregnant women.

A primary object of this invention is to pro-
vide an undergarment of pantie type which is
conducive to the comfort of pregnant women,
the upper anterior portion of the pantie being
open or deleted to expose the abdomen.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an undergarment which may be used by stout
women for general wear, the garment having been
found to be particularly acceptable for such use
in hot weather.

Yet another object of this invention is to pro-
vide an undergarment of the character men-
tioned above which automatically accommodates
itself to an enlarged abdomen while still provid-
ing for adequate support of hose, hose supporters
being incorporated with the garment for front
and rear attachment to stockings of regular
length.

Yet another object of this invention is to pro-
vide an undergarment of this character with an
elasticized frontal panel which provides for a
certain gentle support of lowermost abdominal
portions, this panel being arched upwardly around
the pubis with a view to maximum comfort while
rendering the aforementioned support for the
lowermost ahdominal region, it being noteworthy
that this same frontal panel cooperates with and
forms a linking means for the front hose sup-
ports.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an undergarment of the character mentioned
above, which can be manufactured with a remov-
able crotch section, or even with the crotch por-
tion eliminated in whole or in part, it being worthy
of note that the front hose supporters may be
unitary with the member extending across the
back and over the hips, since these portions are
vreferably elastic throughout their length.

A last object to ke mentioned specifically is to
provide an undergarment of this character which
will not “ride” up or down, which is relatively
inexpensive and practicable to manufacture,
which is at once conducive to health, comfort
and convenience, and which can be fabricated
from conventional and easily procured materials.

With these objects definitely in view, this in-
vention resides in certain novel features of con-
struction, combination and arrangement of ele-
ments and portions which will be hereinafter de-
scribed in detail in this specification, particularly
pointed out in the claims, and illustrated in the
drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the under-
garment, the figure including a fragmentary
showing of the body of the wearer and the hose
supported by the hose supporters of the garment;
Fig. 2 is a view of a garment having a modified
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front panel, the garment being illustrated in side
elevation; Figs. 3 and 4 are transverse sectional
views taken substantially on the section lines
3—3 and 4—4, in Fig. 1, respectively; Fig. 5 is a
vertical sectional view taken on the line §-§ in
Fig. 2; and Fig. § is a transverse sectional view
taken on the same line as Fig, 3 and showing a
second modified form wherein the downwardly
extending elastic webbing is disposed on the inner
side of the panel.

Similar characters of reference designate sim-
ilar or identical elements and portions through-
out the specification and throughout the different
views in the drawing.

Referring now to the drawing in detail, this
invention comprises an undergarment having leg
portions 8, a seat portion {2, the leg portions
having a seam {4 on their lower edges, a rear
hose suspender {6 being secured to the rear por-
tion of this seam {4 on each leg.

The upper anterior portion is open or elimi-
nated, the front panel {8 having its upper edge
considerably lower than the upper edge oi the
seat portion 12. A linear member extends across
the back as indicated at 29, over the hips as in-
dicated at 22 and downwardly laterally of the ab-
domen, as indicated at 24, The portions 29, 22
and 24 will normally be an elastic webbing or
plain webbing or a combination of the web, and
this webbing may be continued as a unitary ele-
ment downwardly to comprise hose supporters 28,
terminating in the usual hose fasteners 28. Both
front and rear hose supporters may be omitted
when desired. The panel {8 has its lateral edges
secured to the downwardly extending portions 24.
It is preferred that the stitching used to effect
this securement will be located at the outer edges
of the portions 24, this stitching being continued
to secure the leg portions I8 to the portions 22.

The panel {8 is constructed of two layers of
material, one layer 39 being elasticized, while the
other layer 32 is constructed of any of the ordi-
narily used materials for undergarments, such as
nylon, knitted rayon, silk or mesh.

The crotch section 34 is also preferably con-
structed of a double layer of any suitable mate-
rial such as the above-mentioned materials pro-
vided for undergarments, and this crotch section
is secured marginally to the leg portions {8 and
to the seat 12, as well as to the lower edge 36 of
the panel (8. It is important to note that the
said lower edge 36 is upwardly arched around
the pubis, so that the elasticized panel I8 has a
limited area and shaped with a view to being con-
ducive to the greatest possible comfort of the
wearer. One form of panel I8 is best represented
in Fig. 3, and if reference be now had to this
figure, it will be noted that the outer layer and
the inner layer, which are substantially coexten-
sive in this form, are marginally stitched to the
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portions 24, as indicated at 38, as well as to the
crotch section 34, as indicated at 40. In the modi-
fied form of panel illustrated at (8c in Fig. 5,
the elasticized material is limited to a strip 42
extending across the upper portion of an inelastic
outer layer 44, the upper edge portion 46 of the
layer 44 being turned and stitched to the upper
edge portion of the strip 42, as indicated at 48.
The lower edge of this modified panel is stitched
to the crotch section as indicated at 59.
second modification illustrated in Fig. 6, the panel
{8b has the downwardly extending web portions
24b disposed beneath the panel 18b, the elements
identified by the numerals 24b, 300 and 32D cor-
responding essentially in all respects to the ele-
ments 24, 3§ and 32 described above.

The character of this invention will be clearly
understood from a consideration of the foregoing
description of the structural details thereof taken

in connection with the drawing and the above re- °

cited objects. It is obvious that all the said ob-
jects are amply achieved by this invention. Fur-
ther description would appear to be unnecessary.

Minor variation from the disclosed embodi-
ments of this invention may be resorted to with-
out departure from the spirit and scope of this
invention, all within the metes and bounds of
the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A maternity undergarment including a leg-
encircling and seat portion and a croteh section
having a rearward edge secured to the leg and
seat portion, an elasticized belt member secured
to said garment and having a generally hori-
zontally disposed back portion secured to the
upper edge of a part of said leg-encireling and
seat portion, said garment being supported solely
by said belt, said back portion of said bhelt being
the uppermost portion of said garment, a front
panel having upper, lower and lateral edges, said
lateral edges being secured to said leg-encircling
and seat portion, and said lower edge of said
panel being secured to the front edge of said
crotch section.

2. A maternity undergarment including a leg-
encircling and seat portion and a crotch section
having a rearward edge secured to the leg and
seat portion, an elasticized belt member secured
to said garment and having a generally hori-

zontally disposed back portion secured to the :

upper edge of a part of said leg-encircling and
seat portion, said garment being supperted solely
by said belt, said back portion of said belt being
the uppermost portion of said garment, a front

panel having upper, lower and lateral edges, said :

lateral edges being secured to said leg-encircling
and seat portion, and said lower edge of said
panel being secured to the front edge of said
crotch section, said panel being elasticized sub-
stantially throughout its area and said upper edge
being unsecured.

3. A maternity undergarment including a con-
tinuous elasticized belt having a back portion for
extending across the small of the back, hip por-
tions for extending over and being supported by
the hips of the wearer, and downwardly extend-
ing portions for disposition laterally of the
abdomen of the wearer, a panel secured to and
between the lower ends of the downwardly ex-
tending portions and having an upwardly arched
lower edge, garter supports securead tc the lower-
most ends of the downwardly extending portions,
a pantie having seat and leg portions secured to
the lower edge of the back and hip portions of
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said belt and to the lateral edges of said panel,
a crotch portion having upwardly arched front
and rearward edges, said front edge being se-
cured marginally to said upwardly arched lower
edge of said panel, said rearward edge of said
crotch portion being secured to said integral
pantie.

4, An undergarment including a continuous
belt having a back portion for extending across
the small of the back, hip portions for extending
above the hips, and other portions for extending
downwardly laterally of the abdomen of a
wearer, a panel having an upper edge and being
secured to and between said other portions ad-
jacent the lower ends thereof, an elasticized
member secured to said upper edge of said panel,
and a pantie having a seat and leg parts secured
to one continuous edge of said belt to and includ-
ing the juncture of the said panel and said belf,

" the garment being supported solely by said belt,

and said back portion being the uppermost por-
tion of the garment.

5, An undergarment including a linear belt of
uniform width having portions for extending
across the small of the back, above the hips and
downwardly laterally of the abdomen of a
wearer, an elasticized panel laterally secured to
said downwardly extending portions and extend-
ing between said downwardly extending portions,
garter supports secured to the lowermost ends of
said downwardly extending portions, and a uni-
tary pantie having an integral seat and leg-
encircling parts secured to one continuous edge
of said belt portions, rear garter supports se-
cured to the lowermost edge of the rear of said
leg-encircling parts, a crotch portion having a
frontal and a rearward arched end, said rear-
ward end being secured to said unitary pantie,
said elasticized panel having a lower edge up-
wardly arched to fit around the pubis of the
wearer and being secured at said lower edge to
the frontal arched end of said crotch portion.

_6. An undergarment including an elasticized
belt having portions for extending across the
small of the back, above the hips and down-
wardly laterally of the abdomen of & wearer, a
panel secured at the lateral edges thereof to and
between said downwardly extending portions,
garter supports secured to the lowermost ends of
said downwardly extending portions, a unitary
pantie having integral seat and leg-encircling
parts secured to the lower edge of said belt por-
tions, rear garter supports secured to the lower-
most edge of the rear of said leg-encircling parts,
said panel having a lower edge upwardly arched
to fit around the pubis of the wearer, and a crotch
section secured marginally to said unitary pantie
and to said upwardly arched edge of the panel,
the garment being supported solely by said belt,
and said back portion being the uppermost por-
tion of the garment.

7. A garment according to claim 6 and where-
in said panel is comprised of two layers of mate-
rial, one of said layers being elasticized.
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