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GAME APPARATUS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 585,170, dated June 29, 1897. 
Application filed January 27, 1896, Serial No. 577,085, (No model.) 

To all, whon, it may conce77: 
Beit known that I, FRANKMORTON ARCHER, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding in the city and county of New York, in 
the State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Game Appa 
ratus, of which the following is a specification, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

game apparatus of a new and improved form, 
yet of simple and cheap construction, actu 
ated by coins or counters. 
The device of this invention consists, in 

substance, of a suitable casing, a slotted con 
duit at the top of the casing for the reception 
of the coins or counters, means for closing 
such slot to prevent retracting of the coins 
after insertion therethrough, a tilting or mov 
able bottom for the casing provided with num 
bered or marked divisions, a coin or counter 
deflector or distributer between the coin-con 
duit and the tilting or movable bottom, a trans 
parent front to the casing, a mirror or reflector 
within the casing, a screen for screening the 
numbered or marked divisions on the tilting 
or movable bottom from direct sight, but al 
lowing the reflection thereof in the mirror to 
be seen, a receptacle below the moving or tilt 
ing bottom for receiving the coins or counters 
upon the dumping of the tilting bottom, and 
means interposed between the tilting bottom 
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and the coin or counter receptacle for pre 
venting passage of the coins back to the tilt 
ing bottom upon the inversion of the casing, 
although it is not to be understood that the 
invention is limited to a device having at one 
and the same time all the devices and parts 
mentioned, as the invention consists in the 
combination and arrangement of certain de 
vices and parts and the construction of cer 
tain devices and parts, all as hereinafter more 
particularly described, set forth, and claimed. 
Such apparatus is fully described in the fol 
lowing specification, of which the accompany 
ing drawings form a part, wherein similar let 
ters and numerals of reference designate like 
or equivalent parts wherever found through 
out the several views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a front view in elevation of said 
device. Fig. 2 is a side view thereof in sec 

tion on line if y of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a top plan 
view of the tilting bottom, and Fig. 4 is a like 
view of a modified form of the tilting bottom 
shown in Fig. 3. 

In said drawings, A designates the casing; 
B, the tilting bottom; C, the coin or counter 
deflector; D, the mirror or reflector; E, the 
screen screening from direct view the tilting 
bottom B; F, the coin or counter receptacle; 
G, the coin-retaining means between the re 
ceptacle and the tilting bottom; H, the coin 
receiving conduit or passage, and I the coin 
retaining device adjacent to the conduit H. 
The receptacle A is formed, preferably, of 

wood and of the rectangular shape shown, 
having a space at the bottom provided with 
a hinged door 1, which space constitutes the 
coin or counter receptacle F, and such door 
1, when the machine is intended to be actuated 
by coins instead of counters and as a public 
machine, is provided with a lock 2', by which 
access to the coin-receptacle by the public is 
made impossible. 
Secured in the front of the casing A is a 

transparent front 2, of glass or other suitable 
material, through which the interior of the 
casing A can be viewed, while at the same 
time access thereto is prevented, and secured 
to or adjacent to the back of the casing A, 
preferably so that the top thereof is located 
forward of the bottom, as shown in Fig. 2, is 
a mirror or reflector D. Adjacent to the 
glass front 2 and outside of the same, in the 
form of the device which is provided with 
the mirror D, is preferably placed a screen 
E, which shuts off the direct view of the tilt 
ing bottom B, so that when this screen is in 
place only the reflection of such tilting bot 
tom in the mirror D can be seen. The screen 
E may be of any desired form and may even 
consist of an upward extension of the frame 
of the casing A, but is preferably of the form 
shown, consisting of a thin piece of Wood or 
metal 3, located outside of the glass 2 and 
between it and a Supplemental glass front 4, 
the opening at the top of the supplemental 
glass 4 being closed by a suitable molding or 
strip 5, secured across the front of the cas 
ing A by screws 6. This screen E is prefer 
ably provided with any suitable advertise 
ment on the face, as shown, and screens bear 
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ing different advertisements can be inserted 
from time to time without interference with 
the interior of the device simply by the re 
moval of the Screws 6. 

Pivoted in the sides of the casing A and 
extending across the same at or near the cen 
ter is a rod 7, provided at one end, on the ex 
terior of the casing A, with a suitable handle 
S, by which the same may be partially ro 
tated, and secured upon this rod 7 by means 
of screws 9 is the tilting bottom B of the de 
Vice, the rear edge of which bottom, when the 
same is horizontal, rests upon a support 10 
and the front of which is held in place against 
accidental displacement, at the same time, by 
a spring-catch 11 of such strength that pres 
sure upon the handle S of the rod may force 
the tilting bottom into the vertical position 
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, while the im 
pact of the coins or counters used as they fall 
upon the bottom will not be sufficient to dis 
engage such spring-catch. 
Located just below the tilting botton, leav 

ing sufficient space below such bottom to al 
low the same to be freely tilted into the ver 
tical position shown in dotted lines in said 
Fig. 2, is the supplementary bottom or coin 
retaining device G, which consists, prefer 
ably, of two thin pieces of wood or metal 12, 
Secured to the front and rear of the casing A 
and inclined downward toward the center at 
an angle, each ending in a downwardly-ex 
tending vertical flange 13, Fig. 2, between 
which is the coin-slit 14, which extends the 
entire width of the casing A through the cen 
ter of the bottom G, and by this arrangement 
the guards 13 on each side of the slit 14 will, 
On the inversion of the casing A, prevent the 
shaking of the coins in the receptacle F 
through the slot 14 onto or by the tilting bot 
to a lis. 
The tilting bottom IB is marked off on top 

into a plurality of divisions of any desired 
form and size, which divisions are provided 
With Suitable inscriptions, devices, or num 
bel's Ol' With an inscription, device, and num 
ber upon each or with certain divisions left 
wholly or partly blank, as may be desired, 
and such divisions may be of any desired 
number, shape, or arrangement, and of any 
desired marking or design. 
One good method of marking which I pre 

fel is that shown in Fig. 3, which shows the 
marking used upon the tilting bottom B of 
the simplest form of my improved game ap 
paratus, in which the mirror or reflector D 
and the screen E are omitted and the bottom 
B is in direct view of the operator of the ma 
Chine. In this form) of division said bottom IB 
is divided by a longitudinal central line and 
by cross-lines into eight square divisions, 
each of which is provided with a different 
suitable inscription, said divisions being also 
numbered from ''1' to “S.’ Located at the 
center longitudinally of the bottom and at 
each cnd are two round divisions N, not num 
bered, but provided with suitable inscrip 
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tions, and in the exact center of the tilting 
bottom is a small square MI, provided with a 
suitable inscription and with a number larger 
than the number upon any other of the di 
visions of the bottom, and the divisions N 
and M are preferably of such size that the 
coin or counter of the size to be used, prefer 
ably, for the operation of the machine will 
exactly cover the same when lying flat there 
on. The inscriptions upon the various di 
visions are preferably of a prophetic or ?ol 
tune-telling character, as shown. 

In the type of the device in which the mir 
ror or reflector D and as a consequence the 
Screen E also are used, only the reflection of 
the design, numbering, and inscription on the 
bottom B being seen, such designs, inscrip 
tions, or numbers are of necessity reversed, 
as shown in Fig. 4, as only in this form can 
the reflection thereof in the mirror ID be easily 
read, and the tilting of the mirror D forward 
at the top, as shown in Fig. 2, is for the pur 
pose of bringing the image of this reversed 
image more fully into view. If desired, the 
divisions of the bottom B may have both di 
rect and reversed inscriptions, designs, and 
numbers upon them, and, the screen E being 
omitted, both the direct inscription, design, 
or number and the reflection of the reversed 
design, number, or inscription in the mil'For 
D be viewed at the same time. 
In the top of the casing A, preferably at 

the center thereof, as shown, is the coin or 
counter receiving slotted conduit II, which 
conduit is preferably of the sinuous or zigzag 
form shown in Fig. 2 in order to prevent bur 
glarious tampering with said machine by the 
insertion through said slot of tools of any 
form, and hinged to the top of the casing A, 
adjacent to the coin or counter conduit, is a 
flap I, preferably of metal, and weighted at 
15, so as to normally hang as shown in Figs. 
1 and 2, but of such construction as to in 
stantly drop into the position shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 2 upon the inversion of the cas 
ing A, so as to close the conduit II and pre 
went the coins which may be upon the bot 
ton B from being shaken out through such 
conduit. If desired, however, in place of this 
Weighted flap I, such conduit may be ex 
tended an inch or two within the casing Afor 
the same purpose and the flap I be omitted. 

Located below the coin-conduit II, so that 
coins passing through said conduit will fall 
against the same, is a coin or counter deflector 
C, preferably in the form of a cone or a pyra 
mid, supported point upward immediately be 
low the conduit II, with the centers of the coin 
conduit and the apex of the pyramid or cone 
in line with one another. This coin or coun 
ter deflector C may be supported in place in 
any desired manner, but is preferably secured 
at the base to a thin strip of wood or metal 
16, extending longitudinally of the casing A, 
which strip is provided at the ends with sup 
porting chains or cords 17, secured to the top 
of the casing, as shown in Figs. I and 2, and 
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when intended to be used as a public coin 
actuated machine any suitable advertise 
ment may be painted or printed upon the 
strip 16. 
To operate the apparatus, a coin or counter 

of any suitable size small enough to pass 
through the conduit H is dropped into the 
same at 18, and falling through such slot 
drops upon the deflector C and by coming in 
contact there with, according to the angle of 
incidence, is fortuitously directed in one di 
rection or another and comes to rest at last 
upon some one of the marked divisions of the 
tilting bottom B. When used by one person 
in this manner, the device becomes a simple 
fortune-telling or prophetic device, the in 
scription upon the division of the bottom B 
upon which the coin rests being supposed 
to be the answer to the question asked of 
the machine. When used as a game appa 
ratus to be operated by two or more per 
sons, after the coin or counter inserted by 
the first person has come to rest upon the 
bottom B, the other person or persons insert 
coins or counters in like manner, and the per 
son whose coin or counter falls upon the di 
vision bearing the largest number wins the 
game. Then by turning the handle 8 of the 
rod 7 the tilting bottom IB is tilted into the 
vertical position shown in dotted lines in Fig. 
2, and the coins or counters drop by gravity 
down onto the inclined bottom G and thence 
through the coin-slit 14 into the receptacle F, 
and the tilting bottom B being returned to 
the position shown in full lines until the 
catch II springs into place, so as to hold the 
same firmly in position, the apparatus will 
again be in position ready to be operated, as 
before described. This operation can of 
course be repeated indefinitely. 
When used as a public coin-machine, the 

slot of the conduit His made large enough to 
receive a silver quarter, and of course, there 
fore, large enough to receive any coin of what 
ever denomination of less size, and one great 
advantage of this machine therefore is that, 
unlike the coin -slot machines now in use, 
which can only be operated with coins of one 
denomination, this machine can be operated 
with coins of many different sizes and de 
nominations. 

It is evident that many changes in the con 
Struction, combination, and arrangement of 
the several parts of my improved game appa 
ratus other than those mentioned herein may 
be made without departing from the scope 
of my invention, and I do not intend to limit 
myself to any particular form of construction. 
thereof; but, 

Having now particularly described and as 
certained the nature of my said invention and 
in what manner the same may be performed, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be in 

troduced into the casing, a board or bottom 
provided with marked divisions for receiving 
the coins or counters, means for preventing 
tilting or displacement of the board or bot 
tom by the impact or weight of the coins or 
counters, and means for moving the marked 
board or bottom from the outside of the cas 
ing, substantially as shown and described. 

2. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be in 
troduced into the casing, a board or bottom 
provided with marked divisions below the 
coin or counter conduit, means for prevent 
ing tilting or displacement of the board or 
bottom by the impact or weight of the coins 
or counters, means for moving the marked 
board or bottom from the outside of the cas 
ing, and a deflector located between the con 
duit and the marked board or bottom, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be in 
troduced into the casing, a board or bottom 
provided with marked divisions located below 
the outlet of the coin or counter conduit, 
means for preventing tilting or displacement 
of the board or bottom by the impactor weight 
of the coins or counters, means for moving 
the marked board or bottom from the outside 
of the casing, and a deflector C consisting of 
a cone supported apex upward beneath the 
coin or counter conduit, substantially as 
shown and described. 

4. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be in 
troduced into the casing, a dumping bottom 
provided with marked divisions below the 
outlet of the coin or counter conduit, means 
for preventing tilting or displacement of the 
board or bottom by the impact or weight of 
the coins or counters, and means for moving 
the marked board or bottom from the Outside 
of the casing, and a coin or counter recepta 
cle below the dumping bottom, substantially 
as shown and described. 

5. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a coin or 
counter conduit on the top of the casing, a 
dumping bottom provided with marked di 
visions located below the outlet of the coin 
conduit, means for preventing tilting or dis 
placement of the board or bottom by the im 
pact or weight of the coins or counters, means 
for moving the marked board or bottom from 
the outside of the casing, a coin-deflector lo 
cated between the outlet of the coin-conduit 
and the dumping bottom, and a receptacle 
for the coins or counters located below the 
dumping bottom, substantially as shown and 
described. 

6. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a sinuous 
slotted coin or counter conduit H at the top 
thereof, and a dumping bottom B provided 
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with marked divisions, means for preventing 
tilting or displacement of the board or bot 
tom by the impact or weight of the coins or 
counters, and means for moving the marked 
board or bottom from the outside of the cas 
ing, substantially as shown and described. 

7. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a coin or 
counter conduit II, a dumping bottom B pro 
vided with marked divisions, and a mirror D 
at the back of the casing, substantially as 
shown and described. 

S. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination. With a casing A, of a coin or 
counter conduit II, a dumping bottom B pro 
vided with marked divisions, a mirror D at 
the back of the casing A, a transparent front 
2 for the casing A, and a screen E for hiding 
the bottom B from direct view, substantially 
as shown and described. 

9. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a coin or 
counter conduit, a dumping bottom B pro 
vided with a plurality of divisions bearing re 
versed markings, designs, inscriptions or num 
bers, a mirror D at the back of the casing A, 
and a screen E for hiding the bottom B from 
direct view, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

10. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which the coins or counters may be 
introduced into the casing, a bottom provided 
with marked divisions, means for preventing 
tilting or displacement of the board or bottom 
by the impact or weight of the coins or coun 
ters, means for moving the marked board or 
bottom from the outside of the casing, and a 
mirror D at the back of the casing extend 
ing upward and forward from the bottom, 
substantially as shown and described. 

11. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a coin-con 
duit through which coins or counters may be 
introduced into the casing, a dumping bottom 

B provided with marked divisions, a mirror 
ID at the rear of the casing, a transparent 
front 2 at the front of the casing, a supple 
mentary transparent front 4 extending up 
ward over a portion of the transparent front 
2 and a removable screen E located behind 
the transparent front 4 and screening the 
dumping bottom from view, substantially as 
shown and described. 

12. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be intro 
duced into the casing, a bottom provided with 
marked divisions, means for preventing tilt 
ing or displacement of the board or bottom 
by the impact or weight of the coins or coun 
ters, means for moving the marked board or 
bottom from the outside of the casing, and a 
deflector for fortuitously directing the coins 
or counters to different parts of the bottom 
so as to be struck by the coins or counters 
passed through the conduit and consisting of 
a cone-shaped piece C secured at the base to 
a thin strip 16, substantially as shown and 
described. 

13. In a machine of the class described, the 
combination with a casing A, of a conduit 
through which coins or counters may be intro 
duced into the casing, a bottom provided with 
the divisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 the middle 
smaller square division M and the two round 
end divisions N, and means for preventing 
tilting or displacement of the board or bot 
tom by the impact or weight of the coins or 
counters, and means for moving the marked 
board or bottom from the outside of the casing, 
Substantially as shown and described. 
Signed at the city and county of New York, 

in the State of New York, this 21st day of 
January, A. D. 1896. 

FRANIK AORTON ARCHER. 

Witnesses: 
ELIZABETH DITCHETT, 
STEPHEN ID. DITCHETT. 
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