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In an authentication server which performs authentication
processing of a terminal user over a TLS tunnel established with the
terminal using TLS parameters acquired in advance, in those cases
where user ID information sent from the terminal is not present within
an authentication database, the user ID information and TLS

parameters are included in a transfer request signal and sent to a
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distributed server. A search is then conducted in the distributed
server database for authentication server ID information associated
with the user ID information included in the transfer request signal,
and finally the user ID information and TLS parameters are sent to the
authentication server assigned the authentication server ID
information identified by the search.
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