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To all avhon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JESSE THORNTON, of 

Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and 
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new 
and Improved Lock-Key Guard, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and complete de 
scription, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings making part of this speci 
fication, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of the key-fastener. 
Fig. 2 is a view of its application to the key. 
Fig. 3 is an end view. 
Like letters of reference refer to like parts 

in the several views. 
The object of this invention is to secure a 

key when in the door-lock from being turned 
from the outside. The construction and mall 
ner of applying the fastener to the key are as 
follows: 
A piece of wire of a given length is bent to 

the shape shown in Fig. 1, wherein it will be 
seen that one end of Said Wire is bent into a 
loop, A, Fig. 3, whereas the opposite end passes 
through the loop and terminates in a hook, B. 
The loop also serves as a guide for the movement 
of the hook. The application of the fastelner 
to the key will be readily understood on ex 
amination of Fig. 2, in which it will be seen 
that the fastener is suspended from the neck 
of the door-knob by the hook B, while the 

lower end or stem C passes through the bow 
of the key. To apply the fastener the lower 
end is first inserted in the bow of the key; the 
hook is then pressed forward, as indicated by 
the dotted lines in Fig. 1, to allow of its be 
ing hooked upon the neck of the door-knob, 
as shown in the drawing. 

It will be obvious that the key cannot be 
turned in the lock so long as the stem C re 
mains in the bow; hence the lock cannot be 
picked or unlocked from the outside. 
The wire being made of steel, the stem 

forms a spring for throwing back the hook 
when pressed forward, as indicated by the 
dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
A key-fastener consisting of one piece of 

wire, bent as described, having a spring-stem, 
C, formed by the return of the wire, and pro 
vided with a guide-loop, A, at one end thereof, 
alnd at the opposite end with a spring-hook, B, 
extending from the said stem C, in combina 
tion with a door-key, substantially as herein 
set forth. 

JESSE THORNTON, 

Witnesses: . 
W. H. BURRIDGE, 
A. F. CORNELL. 

  


