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is a side elevation with the shell in longi 
tudinal section and the anchor member's in: 

forcing of the body into the ground, and 
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ANCHORING TENT-PIN. 
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To all whom it may concern: - 
Beit known that I, SAMUEL G. GILLESPIE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 

... Specification of 

Wake Forrest, in the county of Kanawha, 
State of West Virginia, have invented cer 
tain new and useful. Improvements in An 
choring Tent-Pins; and I do, hereby declare 
the following to be a full clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to anchoring tent. 

pins and it has for its object to provide a 
new article of manufacture in that its struct. 
tural details are designed wholly for the 
purpose of enabling the manufacture of the 
article at such a low cost as will insure its 
commercial, success. . . . 
With this and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction as hereinafter shown and 
described and then specifically pointed out 
in the claim; and, in the drawings illus 
trative of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation viewed 
from one side of the innproved device with 
the anchoring attachment in projected po 
sition. Fig. 2 is a view similar . Fig. 1 
viewed from another side, or with the an 
choring attachments in edge view. Fig. 3 

projected position in full lines and in with 
drawn position in dotted lines. Fig. 4 is a 
perspective view' of the slidable member 
detached. 
The improved device comprises a stock 

or body 10 formed of a metal tube and com 
pressed or flattened at the lower end as 
shown at 11 to form a point to facilitate the 
with an outwardly directed flange 12 at the 
opposite end. Formed through the sides of 
the body 10 near the lower end are longi 
tudinal slots 13-14. The body inay be of 
any required size and of any required 
length, according to the size of the tent with 
which it is employed. 

Slidably disposed within the tubular body 
10 is a plate or plunger 15, preferably in 
flat form and provided with a pulling ring 
or eye 16 at the upper end and with trans 
verse clefts 17-1S near the lower ends with 
the metal plate below the clefts bent later 
ally from the body of the plate to form stops 
for the anchor device, as hereinafter ex 
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plained. Extending transversely through 
the body 10 at the upper end of the flattened 
portion 11 is a transverse stop pin 19 against 
which the lower end of the plate 15 bears 

position, as when the plate is in its lower 
hereinafter explained. 
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Pivoted at 20-21 to the plate 15 just 
above the clefts 17-18 are twd anchor arms 
22-23, the arms extending through the 
slots 13-14, as shown. At their outer ends 
the arms 22-23 are curved as shown at 
24-25. The arms 22-23 are so formed that 
when the plate 15 is disposed in its inner po 
sition or with its lower end resting upon the 
stoppin 19, the arms 22-23 will be caused 
to engage against the bottoms of the slots 
13-14 and be moved therethrough into 
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their withdrawn position with the curved 
terminals 24-25 bearing against the sides 5 

of the stock 10 just above the upper ends of 
the slots. 13-14, or in the position shown 
dotted in Fig. 3. When in this position the 
anchor devices do not offer any appreciable 
resistance to the insertion of the stock 10 
into the ground, but when any upward 
st rain is applied to the stock the anchor de 
vices will be forced outwardly into the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 3 with the arms in en 
gagement with the upper terminals of the 
slots 13-14 and likewise supported by the 
stops 17-18 to limit their movement and 
prevent them from passing beyond a posi 
tion substantially at right angles to the 
plate 15. By this means the pin is effectu 
ally anchored in the ground and prevented 
from being withdrawn by any strains to 
which it will be liable to be subjected when 
in use, while at the same time the anchor 
devices 22-23 will be locked in position and 
prevented from displacement downwardly. 
The stop devices produced by the clefts 
17-18 are thus inportant elements in the 
construction and materially increase the 
efficiency and utility of the device. The 
stop pin 19 is also an important feature as 
it not only forms a stop to the downward 
movement of the plate 15 but likewise 
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strengthens the stock 10 and prevents the 
collapsing of the stock under the strains to 
which it is alle to be subjected when 
driven into the ground. The pin 19 it will 
be noted is located at the point where the 
crushing strains are the strongest when the 
body is being driven into the ground, and 
where the reinforcement produced by the 
presence of the pin is most needed. 

05 



3 

5 

2 

drawal of the anchor devices 22-23 as be 

which the perforations for the brace 

The improved “pins' are preferably 
driven into the ground at an angle of about 
forty-five degrees, or in alinement with the 
tent ropes which are to be supported there 
by, and connected to the pull eye 16, as will 
he understood. When the pins are to be 
removed from the ground the tent ropes are 
slackened and the members 15 forced down 
wardly into the stock 10 to cause the with 

fore described. The body 10 is then worked 
laterally in any suitable manner to loosen it in the ground. 
One of the tent ropes, or other similar 

device is then looped around the body 10 
beneath the flange 12 and the body 10 with 
drawn from the ground, care being taken to 
hold the member 15 in its withdrawn posi 
tion within the shell 10, so that the anchor 
members will be retained in their withdrawn 
position, and not cause appreciable resist 
ance to the withdrawal of the body. 

In the manufacture of the body portion 
of the tent, pin, the formation of the blade and the adjacent lower portion is accom 
plished by one operation of a die, after 

-- pln 
are made and then the slots for the anchor 
ing arms. The langing of the upper end of 

9 the body is performed before the die oper 
ation just refer 'ed to. 

1,008,823 

What is claimed is:- 
The combination in a tent pin, of a tubu 

lar metallic member having one end flat 
tened to form a blade and the opposite sides 
thereof tapered toward the upper end of the 
said blade, a slide movable through the tubu 
lar member and being provided at its lower 
opposite edges with slits with the material adjacent thereto bent to form a pair of ears, 
arms pivoted above the said ears and lim 
ited in their downward movement by their 
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contact therewith, a pin extending trans 
versely of the tubular member adjacent the 
blade for engagement with a notch located 
in the lower end of the slide whereby the 
same will be held against any undesired lat 
eral movement which would serve to loosen 
the arms, the said tubular member being pro 
vided with slots through which the arms ex 
tend, the said slots at their upper edges and 
the ears adapted to firmly engage the oppo 
site sides of the arms and rigidly hold them 
against displacement when the slide is 
moyed to its uppermost position and an at 
taching means for the slide. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-. 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
SAMUEL G. GILLESPE. 

Witnesses: 
A. M. CRAMER, 
S. R. BRATTAN. 
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