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4 Clalms.

This invention relates to drying’ devices for
laundered articles, and has particular reference
to improvements in curtain stretchers.

The general object of the invention is to pro-

5 vide a curtain stretcher which is adjustable to
accommodate ~curtains of different sizes, and .

which embodies novel structural features where-
by curtains may quickly and easily be apphed
thereto and removed therefrom.

Another object of the invention is to prov1de
a- curtain stretcher embodying structural. fea-

tires whereby curtains applied thereto are held

properly stretched against sagging either longi-
tudinally or transversely. -

Another ‘object of the invention is to prov1de
a curtain stretcher embodying. structural fea-
tures whereby a plurality of curtains may quick-
1y and easily be applied thereto in superimposed

15:

20: moved therefrom.

‘Another object of the mventlon is to provide a
curtain stretcher embodying an adjustable frame
which, in all adjusted positions thereof, is equally

. rigid and not subject. to saggmg or other unde-
" sirable deformation.

Another object of the invention. is to. provide
2 curtain stretcher which is of simple, strong and
durable construction, which is cheap and easy to

0 produce, and . ‘which ‘is. thoroughly rehable and .

efficient in use. .

With the foregomg and other ‘objects in view,
which will become more fully apparent as the
nature. of the invention is better understood, the
.same congists in the novel features of construc-

35
tion,- combination .and arrangement of parts as

will  be hereinafter more fully described, illus- .

trated in the accompanying. drawmgs and defined
in the appended. cla1ms

Tn the drawings, wherein like characters of ref-
erence denote correspondlng parts in the differ-
ent views:—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a curtam stretcher

40/

constructed in accordance with one practical em-.

45’ bodiment of the mventlon and showing: a’ frag-
ment of a curtain stretched. thereon
Figure 2 is a side elevat1on of the stretcher
shown. in Fig. 1:

Figure-3 is an: enlarged detaﬂ sectlon on the

50 line 3—3 of Fig: 1.
Figure: 4 is'a cross sectmn on the 11ne 4-—4 of
TFig. 1.
Figure 5.is a- perspectlve view of one of the.cur-
tain rod holding brackets. :

66 - Wigure 6 is a. fragmentary. top plan view illus-

relationship, and equally as quickly and easﬂy re-

(CL 45—24) .

trating a curtain rod and holders therefor of mod-
ified form.

Figure 7 is a detail sectional view on the 11ne
7—17 of Fig. 6; and

Figure 8'is a,perspective view of one of the cur-
tain rod holders illustrated in Fig. 6.

Referring to the drawings in detail,. Afirst with
respect to the practical embodiment of the inven-
tion illustrated in Figs. 1 to'5, A designates, gen-
erally, a frame which is composed of a pair of
side rails 10, 10 and a pair of end rails 11, 11 in ac-
cordance with general practice. The rails of
both. pairs are, however, of one-piece construe-
tion, as distinguished from prior art construe- __.
tions in which certain or allof the rails are con=:"’
stituted by two or more hingedly or otherwise con=- -
nected sections, whereby any sagging or deforma-
tion' of the frame is substantlally eliminated."
Moreover, all four of’ the rails-10, 10 and 11, 11~
are d1sposed in -a° common plane in whlch con-
nection it will be noted that the inner side edges
of the end rails abut the ends of the side rails
and that said end rails are held in this relation-
ship' to'the side rails by means of U- shaped me-
tallic-straps 12 which straddle the ends of the
side rails and are riveted or ofherwise suitably.
secured thereto, and which snugly, slidably em=
brace the end rails. Thus, while provision is made
for slidable adjustment of the side rails towards
and away. from each:other along the end rails’
to- vary the width of the frame, a true rectangu-
lar form of the frame in all positions of adjust--
ment of the side rails along the end rails is as-
sured due, on the one hand, to- the rigid, one- .
piece construction of the side and end rails, and,
on. the other hand, to the inner side faces of the
end rails’ being maintained in flat engagement
with ' the: squared ends of the s1de rails by the
straps 12.

The end’ raﬂs 10,10 -are longltudmally slot—
ted as indicated ‘at 13; either substantially

5

20

c.o

0.

o

. tHroughout their lengths as ‘shown, or, alterna-

tively, only near -their ends, and bolts 14 are en-~
ggged. through” the straps 12-and through “the
slots ‘in ‘the end rails and are pr0v1ded w1th
thumib nuts 15 whereby the side rails may be
clamped securely to the end rails in"any de-
sired positions’ of ‘adjiistment therealong.

‘Tn- case the frame A should be of large size
having side rails of con51derab1e length, it may-
be" desirable to prov1de means to- prevent any .
,1nward ‘bowing of the side rails. Accordingly,
-airail’ 16, which may be s duplicate of one of’
‘thé end rails, preferably is provided to'span:-the
frame: medially ‘thereof and to be adjustably se~"
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cured to the side rails 10, 10 in the same man-~
ner as the end rails; i. e, by means of clamp
bolts 17 extending through the side rails and
through a slot 18 in said rail 16. Obviously,
when the rail 16 is clamped to the side rails it
constitutes a rigid spacing member for the side
rails effectively holding their medial portions
against any inward or outward bowing relative
to each other.

Slidably mounted on each side rail 10 for
adjustment therealong is a pair of curtain rod
holding brackets 19, one bracket of each pair
being disposed between the middle and one
end, and the other between the middle and the
other end, of the related side rail.

The brackets 19 may be cast or formed from
sheet metal and are duplicates of one another
with the exception that the two  constituting
a pair are of reverse comstruction. As shown,
each bracket is composed of a body portion of
L-shaped cross section comprising a top plate
20 to engage the upper face of the related side
rail, a depending fiange 21 to engage the outer
edge of the side rail, and an upright portion
22 rising from the flange 21 and at its top ex-
tending fowards the related end of the frame
A, as at 23, and thence downwardly, as at 24, to
a point suitably spaced above the side rail to
provide a slot 25 which is closed at its top and at
its inner side and which, at its bottom, has an
outwardly facing entrance opening 26.

The side rails 10, 10 are longitudinally slotted
between their medial portions and their ends as
indicated at 27, and a bolt 28 extends through
the plate 20 of each bracket 19 and through the
related slot 27 and is provided with a thumb
nut 29 whereby the brackets may be secured to
the side rails in different positions of adjust-
ment longitudinally therealong. ‘

Rods- 30 are provided for cooperation with
the brackets 19 when the curtains to be stretched
are of the kind having hems at their ends, in
which event a rod 30 is inserted in the hem at
each end of each such curtain, the frame A is

-adjusted to the desired width, the two brackets

19 at one end of the frame are secured to
their respective side rails, the end portions of
one of the rods 30 are engaged in the slots 25
of said pair of brackets, the end portions of the
other rod 30 are engaged in the slots 25 of the
remaining pair of brackets 19, and the latter
pair of brackefs then are slid outwardly along
their side rails until the curtain has  been
stretched to proper length, whereupon the two
brackets last mentioned are clamped to their
side rails to hold the curtain in a stretched con-
dition. In this connection it will be observed
that each side rail 10, 10 has rising therefrom
along its inner edge a series of pins 31 with
which the side edges of the curtain may be en-
gaged to hold the curtain against being drawn
inwardly at its sides; also, that the end rails 11
are graduated to facilitate adjustment of the
side rails to predetermined distances apart, and
that the side rails are graduated to facilitate
adjustment of the brackets 19 to predetermined
distances apart, so that for a curtain of known
size the necessary adjustments may readily be
made for stretching the same: to exactly .that
size. Moreover, it is apparent that in any in-
stance where two or more curtains of the same
size are to be stretched, the rods 30 may succes-
sively .be shifted upwardly into the slots 25 to
provide spaces at the bottoms of said slots to
accommodate the rods of succeeding curtains.

-attached thereto,
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Thus, a plurality of curtains may be stretched
in superimposed relationship with the material
of adjacent curtains maintained spaced apart due
to the cooperation of adjacent rods with each
other; and the rods will effectively be held against
accidental disengagement from the brackets 19
by reason of the peculiar form of the slots 25.
In many instances curtains are not provided with
hems into which the rods 30 may be inserted. In
that event, rods 30% and brackets 192 as illus-
trated in Figs. 6 to 8 of the drawings are employed
in lieu of the rods 30 and the brackets 19. The
rods 302 are of L-shaped cross section and are

- designed to extend across the frame A upon the

side rails 10, 10 between selected pairs of the pins
31 with their horizontal flanges directed inward-
ly, their said horizontal flanges each having a
series of curtain attaching pins 32 projecting up-
wardly therefrom.

The brackets 192 are in the form of blocks
slidably engaged against.the upper faces of the
side rails 10, 10, and each block has a pair of pins
33 or a flange or the like projecting into the re-
lated slot 27 {o hold the block against undesirable
sidewise or rotative movement. On the inner
end of each block is a metallic clip 34 of inverted
U-shape to engage the vertical flange of the re-
lated rod 302, while extending through each block
and the related slot 27 is a bolt 282 provided with
a thumb-nut 292 whereby the brackets and, conse-
quently, the rods 30* may be secured in different
spaced apart positions of adjustment along the
side rails 10, 10. -

The manner of stretching a curtain by means
of the rods 30# is practically the same as set forth
in connection with the rods 30. First, the frame
A is adjusted to desired width. Next, one of the
rods 30% is secured in a desired position upon the
frame by means of the related pair of brackets
192, Next, the curtain is attached at its ends to
the two rods 302 by means of the pins 32 and the
other rod is adjusted along the frame until the
curtain is stretched to desired length, whereupon
the brackets holding the last mentioned rod are
clamped to the side rails 10 to maintain the cur-
tain stretched until it has dried. In this connec-
tion, if two or more curtains of the same size are
to be stretched they obviously may be attached to
the rods 302 in superimposed relationship. Also,
the sides of the curtains may be attached to the
side rails 10, 10 by means of the pins 31 to insure
against the sides of the curtain being drawn
undesirably inwardly when the  curtains are
stretched, in which connection the importance of
providing a frame the side rails of which are held
against bowing inwardly will readily be appre-
ciated.

Without further deseription it is thought that
the advantages of the present construction will be
readily apparent. It is desired to point out, how-
ever, that while only certain specific embodiments
of the invention have been shown and described,
the invention is readily capable of embodiment in
various "different mechanical structures within
the spirit and scope thereof as defined in the
appended claims. :

I claim:— o

1. A curtain stretcher comprising g frame hav-
ing side and end rails, rods to have curtain ends
and rod holding members
mounted on the frame side rails for adjustment
therealong, said members each having a vertically
elongated rod end receiving slot of a length to
accommodate a plurality of the rods superimposed
upon each other, said slots being closed at their
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upper ends and opening at their lower ends
through the edges of the members facing towards
the adjacent ends of the frame.

2. A curtain stretcher comprising a frame hav-
ing a pair of side rails and a pair of end rails, &
pair of rods to have curtain ends attached there-
1o, and rod holding brackets mounted on the rails
of one pair for adjustment therealong, each
bracket comprising a top plate to rest upon the
top of the rail, g side flange to engage the outer
edge of the rail, and an upright portion having a
vertically extending rod end receiving slot closed
at its top and at its inner side and at its outer side
from its top downwardly to a point in spaced re-
1ationship to the top plate to provide an entrance
opening.

3. A curtain stretcher comprising a frame hav-
ing pairs of side and end rails, rods to have cur-
tain ends attached thereto, and rod holding brack-
ets mounted on the rails of one pair for adjust-
ment therealong, each bracket having a vertically
elongated rod end receiving slot of a length to
accommodate a plurality of the rods superim-

3

posed upon each other, each slot being closed at
its upper end, and each bracket having a slot en-
trance opening opening laterally through an edge
of the bracket.

. 4. A curtain stretcher comprising a frame hav-
ing pairs of side and end rails, rods to have cur-
tain ends attached thereto, amnd rod holding
prackets mounted on the rails of one pair for ad-
justment therealong, each bracket comprising a
top plate to rest upon the top of its related rail, a
downwardly directed flange for cooperation with
the related rail to hold the bracket against turn-
ing movement relative to the rail, and an upright

portion having a vertically elongated rod end re-

ceiving slot. of a length to accommaodate a plural-
ity of the rods superimposed upon each other,
each slot being closed at its upper end, and the
said upright portion of each bracket having a slot
entrance opehing opening laterally through an
edge thereof below the closed upper end of the
slot )
AARON LUXENBERG.
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