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This invention relates to a detachable elastic retaining
device for men’s hats.

It is the principal object of the present invention to
provide a hat retaining device for use upon men’s hats
to prevent them from being accidentally blown off the
head of the wearer during windy and stormy weather.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a hat retaining device that can be detachably attached to
the sweat band of the hat by simply sliding the attach-
ing pieces thereof over the edge of the sweat band, one
device at each side of the hat, and the attaching piece
carrying an elastic band that can be pulled down over
the ear lobes to hold the hat in place upon the head.

It is another object of the invention to provide an elastic
hat retaining device which has a sweat band attaching
piece and an elastic band in which the attaching piece
has sufficient length to extend downwardly over the inner
face of the sweat band to the full depth thereof and so
as to engage with the stitching that holds the sweat band
within the hat thereby to support the attaching piece and
the piece has an.exterior side which is shorter than the
interior side and to which an elastic band is attached
and where the elastic when not in use will be normally
held above. the lower edge of the sweat band and within
the hat so that quick and ready access can be had to the
elastic band to pull it downwardly over ear when needed.

1t is still another object of the invention to provide
an elastic hat retaining device adapted to be connected to
the sweat band of a hat in which the attaching piece can
be reversed upon the sweat band to place the elastic
band behind the sweat band when they are not needed
for- immediate use and to eliminate the interference with
the.normal use of the hat.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an
elastic hat retaining device which can be simply formed
as by folding of sheet plastic material, metal or the like
by a continuous die process, cutting the pieces there-
from, and the elastic band assembled upon the attaching
piece by a simple 'operation of forcing the elastic band
into. a through opening on the attaching piece so as to
depend therefrom and to provide for a spacing of the
elastic along the side of the sweat band and to provide
for connection of the band to the hat forwardly and rear-
wardly of the ear and so that it can be held tightly
thereover, and wherein if a different adjustment of the
band upon the ear is desired to have the elastic band
spaced less on the hat the elastic band can be inserted
within parallel slits spaced inwardly from the opposite
ends of the piece, and the band extended through only
a portion of its .opening in the attaching piece and per-
haps afford a more comfortable connection of the elastic
bands to the ear.

. Other objects of the invention are to provide an elastic
“hat retaining .device, having the above objects in mind,
‘which is 'of simple construction, has a minimum number
of parts, inexpensive to manufacture, suitable as a pre-
mium item, unharmful to the ear, adaptable for all size
hats, of pleasing apparatus, effective and efficient in use.
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For a better understanding of the invention, reference
may be had to the following detailed description taken
in connection with the accompanying drawing, in which

Figure 1 is an illustrative view showing the elastic
band of the device pulled down from the hat and ex-
tended over the ear of the wearer,

Fig. 2 is a perspective and collective view of the sweat
band attaching piece and of the elastic band,

Tig. 3 is a front face elevational view of one of the
retaining devices mounted 'on the sweat band of a hat
with the elastic band withdrawn into the hat,

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 4—4 of
Fig. 3,

Fig. 5 is an elevational view similar to Fig. 3 but with
the elastic band stretched downwardly over an ear,

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a hat with
iliustration made as to the manner in which the hat
retaining device is fastened to the sweat band of the
hat, and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view looking into- the opening
in the bottom of a hat and showing the attaching piece
placed on the sweat band so that the elastic band lies
inside the sweat band and for the purpose of the device
being stored.

Referring now to the figures, 10 represents generally
the hat retaining device of the present invention that com-
prises only two parts, an attaching piece 11 and an elastic
band 12. The attaching piece 11 is formed preferably
of resilient plastic sheet material that has a straight outer
side portion 13 from the lower edge of which there ex-
tends inwardly and upwardly a clamp portion 14. The
lower edge of the outer side portion 13 isin the form of
a bead 15 with the portion 14 extending upwardly from
the inmer side thereof. The bead 15 affords sufficient
resiliency . to' the portion 14 to have clamping action
against the outer face of the sweat band when the attach-
ing piéce is applied thereto. The elastic band is assembled
upon the attaching piece 11 by extending it over the upper
edge of the clamp portion 14 and drawing it down into
a through opening 16, afforded by the bead 15. This
opening 16 -preferably is slightly less in diameter than
the diameter of the elastic band 12 so that the elastic
band cannot readily slip therethrongh. If the elastic
band is stretched to place it over the ear, it will be bent
sufficiently- over the ends of the bead as indicated at 17
and 18 in Fig. 3 so that it will be further held against
slipping when appiied to ear 19. o

If it is desired to adapt the band for use upon a smaller
ear or to give possibly a better holding effect the band
can be slid downwardly through ome or both parallel
slits 20 and 21 in the clamping portien 14 as illustrated
with broken lines 12’ in Fig. 5. The upper edge of the
clamp portionn 14 has serrations 22 so as to beétter grip
the face of sweat band 23 lying within a hat 24 and
fixed to the bottom thereof by stitching 25. -

A bend 26 is provided on the portion 13 and extending
therefrom is a rear clamp or- clip portion 27 that'is of a
length such that its lower edge 27 when the attaching
piece is extended over the sweat band 23 will reach the
bottom of the band to rest upon the stitching 25 thereof
so that the force of the stretched elastic band is transferred
directly to the bottom of the hat. ‘This rear portion
27 is resiliently biased to. be urged inwardly against the
inner face of the sweat band and toward spring clamp
portion 14 so. that the attaching piece will be tightly
clamped to the sweat band and held against sliding miove-
ment thereupon. To afford a better gripping action of
the attaching piece with the sweat band, the clamp portion
-14 is'indented at 14’ throughout its length to receive with
the sweat band an -indentation’ 27’ of the rear clamp
portion 27 and which will draw the band material against
the serrations 22 of the clamp portion 14 to further hold
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the_attaching piece against outward displacement from
the sweat band.

‘When the hat retaining device is placed upon the sweat
band -with the edge 26 resting along the stitching 25 of
the sweat band to the hat, the depending length of the
front portion: 13 is such that sufficient space 29 on the
front of the hat band 23 is provided to accommodate the
released and retracted elastic band 12 without the same
appearing upon the head and.below the bottom of the
hat., When in this position -the -elastic band is made
readily available to the wearer of the hat so that it can
be quickly and easily reached when needed and to be
pulled down over the ear.

At times when the retaining device is not needed the
device can be better stored within the hat by Teversing
it so that the elastic band 12 will lic inside the sweat
band 23 as best shown in Fig. 7. The attaching. piece
11 may-be applied to the sweat band for use in the man-
ner. illustrated- in Fig.. 6 and with the edge 28 of the
portion 27 slightly flared- it will slide readily over the
inner face of the sweat band.  The attaching piece i1
is preferably formed of sheet plastic material such that
the bead 15 and the bend 26 will have sufficient resiliency
to afford a clamping action of the clamp portions 14 and
27 upon the opposite faces of the sweat band. The at-
taching-piece can be made by forcing a strip of the sheet
material through a shaping die while heated in order
that a permanent set can be given to the material. The
outer faces of the portions 13 and 27 may bear advertis-
ing data. The attaching piece is light in weight and can
be readily applied to and stored within the sweat band
of the hat and may even have the function of better
fitting the hat to the wearer.

With the holder being applied to each side of the
sweat band the hat can be held upon the head in very
windy and stormy weather or at least sufficiently re-
tained: from-blowing off the head to give the wearer suffi-
cient time to get his hand to the hat and prevent its
complete removal from the head.

While various changes may be made in the detail con-
struction, it shall be understood that such changes shall
be within the spirit and scope of the present invention
as defined by the appended claims.

‘What is claimed is: .

1.. A hat retaining device comprising a sweat band at-
taching piece having an outside portion with a bottom
edge folded to provide a through opening and a clamp
portion depending from the upper edge adapted to fit
over the sweat band and extend downwardly over the
inner face thereof, an elastic band extending through the
opening in the lower edge of the attaching piece and de-
pending therefrom, said elastic band being adapted to
be stretched from the attaching piece when applied to the
hat sweat band and downwardly over the ear lobe of the
wearer, and an inner clamp portion extending upwardly
from the bottom edge of the outside portion and hav-
ing parallel slits that extend downwardly from its upper
edge to the bottom of the outside portion through the
bottom of which the elastic band can be slid to locate
the elastic band within the opening throughout a short
distance thereof whereby the elastic band can be adjusted
for a different gripping action upon the ear of the wearer.

2. A hat retaining device comprising a sweat band at-
taching piece having an outside portion with a bottom edge
folded to provide a through opening and a clamp portion
depending from the upper edge adapted to fit over the
sweat band and extend downwardly over the inner face
thereof, an' elastic ‘band extending through the opening
in the lower edge of the attaching piece and depending
therefrom, said elastic band being adapted to be stretched
from the attaching piece when applied to the hat sweat
band and downwardly over the ear lobe of the wearer,
and an inner clamp portion extending upwardly from the
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bottom edge of the outside portion and having parallel
slits that extend downwardly from its upper edge to the
bottom of the outside portion through the bottom of
which the elastic band can be slid to locate the elastic
band within the opening throughout a short distance there-
of whereby the elastic band can be adjusted for a different
gripping action upon .the ear of the wearer, and said
clamping portion having inner and outer clamp portions
resiliently biased toward each other to provide a clamp-
ing action of the portions upon the opposite faces of the
sweat band.

3. A bat retaining device comprising a sweat band at-
taching piece having an outside portion with a bottom edge
folded to provide a through opening and a clamp por-
tion depending from the upper edge adapted to fit over
the sweat band and extend downwardly over the inner
face thereof, an elastic band extending through the open-
ing in the lower edge of the attaching piece and de-
pending therefrom, said elastic band being adapted to be
stretched from the attaching piece when applied to the
hat sweat band and downwardly over the ear lobe of the
wearer, and ‘an inner clamp portion extending upwardly
from the bottom edge of the outside portion and hav-
ing parallel slits that extend downwardly from its upper
edge to the bottom of the outside portion through the
bottom of which the elastic band can be slid to locate
the elastic band within the opening throughout a short
distance thereof whereby the elastic. band can be ad-
justed for a different gripping action upon the ear of the
wearer; and said clamping portion having inner and outer
clamp portions resiliently biased toward each other to
provide a clamping action of the portions upon the op-
posite faces of the sweat band, said clamping portions
having cooperating indentations to provide further grip-
ping action upon the sweat band.

4. A hat retaining device comprising a sweat band at-
taching piece having an outside portion with a bottom
edge folded to provide a through opening and a clamp
portion depending from the upper. edge adapted to fit
over the sweat band and extend downwardly over the in-
ner face thereof, an elastic band extending through the
opening in the lower edge of the attaching piece and de-
pending therefrom, said elastic band being adapted to be
stretched from the attaching piece when applied to the
hat sweat band and downwardly over the ear lobe of the
wearer, and an inner clamp portion extending upwardly
from the bottom edge of the outside portion and having
parallel slits that extend downwardly from its upper edge
to_ the bottom of the outside portion through the bottom
of which the elastic band can be slid to locate the elastic
band within the opening throughout a short distance
thereof whereby the -elastic band can be adjusted for a
different gripping action upon the ear of the wearer, and
said clamping portion having inner and outer clamp por-
tions resiliently biased toward each other to provide a
clamping action of the portions upon the opposite faces of
the sweat band, said clamping portions having cooperat-
ing indentations to provide further gripping action upon
the sweat band, and an upwardly extending clamping
portion with serrations on the upper edge to engage with
the face of the sweat band adjacent to the indentations
and to provide further means to prevent the detachment
of a holder piece from the sweat band as the hat is ap-
plied to the head.
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