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This invention relates generally to amusement devices, 
and more particularly to mobile animated devices adapted 
to carry and convey an article. 
A principal object of this invention is to provide a 

mobile animated device in the nature of a toy particularly 
adapted to carry and convey an article in the nature of a 
sign having humorous indicia thereon, the mobility of the 
device and the nature of the indicia co-acting for the 
amusement and enjoyment of both user and observer. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a mobile 

animated device in the nature of a toy in which a single 
mechanically powered object may be used to removably 
carry and convey any one of a plurality of indicia bearing 
articles or signs which are readily interchangeable ac 
cording to a particular occasion. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide a 
mobile animated device which is relatively inexpensive in 
construction, simple to operate and humorous and pleas 
ing in appearance. 
These and other objects and features of the present 

invention will become more apparent from an understand 
ing of the following detailed description when considered 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the device of this 

invention in one form presently preferred; 
FIG. 2 is a side view of the device of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the device of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4-4 of 

FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another form of sign 

for the device. 
Referring to the drawings, the mobile animated device 

10 is seen to comprise a carrier 12 and an indicia bearing 
article or sign 14 mounted on and carried by the carrier 
12. The carrier 12, as best seen in FIG. 4, comprises a 
body member 16 which, in the form of the invention ill 
lustrated, has the general configuration and contour of a 
small bug or insect. It is to be understood, however, that 
the configuration of the body member, together with the 
decorative features as shown, are merely for the purpose 
of illustrating one form of the invention as presently pre 
ferred, and that any design of body member and manner 
of decorating same, such as a car, boat, human figure or 
any shape of nature, may be substituted for that shown 
without departing from the scope of the invention. 
The body member 16 is hollow and is suitably supported 

for mobility by a pair of wheels 18 mounted on a housing 
20 which is secured to the underside 21 of the body mem 
ber 16. A third supporting wheel may be provided if 
desired, or the device 10 may simply rest on a portion 22 
of the body member underside 21 acting as a skid. 

Inside the body member 16, the frame 20 is utilized 
for supporting a propulsion means in any suitable and 
convenient manner so as to drive the wheels 18. Prefera 
bly, the propulsion means comprises an inertia powered 
motor which is well known in the art therefore is not 
shown in detail, but comprises generally a flywheel which 
is rotatably mounted in the housing 20 and geared to the 
axle of the driving wheels. Energy is imparted to the fly 
wheel by rotating the wheels, such as by pushing the 
carrier on a surface, after which, when the carrier is re 
leased, the momentum of the flywheel continues to drive 
the wheels until such momentum is dissipated. The car 
rier is therefore propelled along a surface for longer or 
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2 
shorter distances depending upon the amount of inertia 
imparted to the flywheel. 

Regardless of the particular shape of the body member 
selected for the carrier 12, the body member 16 is pro 
vided, on an upper portion thereof, with an upwardly 
facing support portion 26 upon which the sign 14 is car 
ried. The sign may optionally rest directly upon the body 
member 16, or it may rest, as shown in the drawing, upon 
a layer 27 of decorative material. This feature is, of 
course, optional depending upon the manner of design of 
the carrier 12. - 
The sign 14 is held in the position shown by a retain 

ing means, generally indicated by the numeral 28, the 
retaining means defining a socket 30 between it and the 
upwardly facing support portion 26, there being an en 
trance opening 32 into the socket 30 through which a por 
tion of the sign 14 is received so as to fit and be remov 
ably held in the socket 30, as more clearly explained be 
low. 
The retaining means 28 comprises a raised cover, strap 

or auxiliary wall member which has a central portion 
36 disposed in overlying almost contiguous or slightly 
spaced relationship to the upwardly facing support por 
tion 26 of the body member 16, or to the decorative 
layer 27 thereon, and another portion 38 which is either 
integral with or secured to (the latter being shown in. 
the drawings) the upwardly facing Support portion 26 
around the perimeter of the central portion 36. 
The latter portion 38 is interrupted over part of the 

perimeter of the central portion 36 so as to define the en 
trance opening 32 into the socket so that the sign 14 is 
removable from the carrier 12, whereby a plurality of 
signs are interchangeable on a single carrier to suit a 
variety of occasions. 

It is apparent that the sign 14 may be formed with a 
bent tab at a lower end thereof which may be inserted 
into the socket to retain the sign in place, the auxiliary 
wall member 34 being unslotted. 

In the form of the invention preferred, however, the 
auxiliary wall member is provided with a slot 40 dis 
posed substantially centrally of the auxiliary wall member 
and extending from the part of the perimeter of the cen 
tral portion 36 which defines the entrance opening 32 to a 
point proximate the opposite edge of the auxiliary wall 
member in order to accommodate a portion of the sign 
14 as more fully described below. 
The sign 14 comprises a generally elongate member 42 

having an indicia bearing portion 44 on an upper end 
thereof and supporting means 46 on the other end. The 
supporting means comprises a base member which is 
substantially flat and shaped generally complementary to 
the shape of the socket 30 so as to fit and be received 
therein through the entrance opening 32. The base mem 
ber 46 is disposed in generally planar perpendicular re 
lationship to the elongate member 42 so as to rest on the 
upwardly facing wall portion 26 and dispose the sign 14 
in upstanding relationship thereon. When so disposed, the 
elongate member passes through the slot 40 in the auxil 
iary wall member 34. 

It is apparent that a wide variety of materials is readily 
adaptable to fabrication of both the carrier 12 and the 
sign 14. However, in the form of the invention presently 
preferred and shown in the drawings the body member 
16 is formed of a rigid material, such as plastic or sheet 
metal, except for the auxiliary wall member which is 
formed of a flexible material such as felt or leather, 
but which has sufficient resistance to flexure to retain the 
sign 14 in place. The sign itself is preferably formed of 
plastic or cardboard. Other decorative aspects of both 
the carrier and the sign may be formed of any desirable 
material. 

It is to be understood that the invention is not to be 
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deemed limited to the specific construction described and 
shown, but rather it is intended to cover all such modifi 
cations and variations thereof as may be deemed to be 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An amusement device including in combination a 

carrier comprising a hollow-shaped body member having 
a generally upwardly facing support portion, wheels sup 
porting said body member, propulsion means mounted 
within said body member for propelling the carrier along 
a surface, retaining means mounted on said upwardly 
facing support portion and defining a socket between 
said retaining means and said support portion, and de 
fining an entrance opening into said socket, and a mem 
ber having an indicia bearing portion formed on one end 
thereof and supporting means formed on the other end 
thereof, said supporting means being shaped complemen 
tary to the shape of said socket so as to fit and be re 
movably received therein through said entrance opening 
whereby said carrier supports and conveys said member 
while the former is being propelled by said propulsion 
caS, 

2. A device according to claim 1 wherein said retain 
ing means comprises an auxiliary wall member having 
a first portion disposed in overlying relationship to said 
upwardly facing support portion of the body member, 
and a second portion secured to said support portion 
around the perimeter of the first portion except for a 
portion of its perimeter which is spaced from said sup 
port portion of the body member to define said entrance 
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opening, and said supporting means of said member com 
prises a relatively flat base member disposed in planar 
perpendicular relationship to said member whereby said 
base member rests upon said upwardly facing support 
portion and is retained thereon by said auxiliary wall 
member to dispose said member in upstanding relation 
ship. 

3. A device according to claim 2 wherein said auxiliary 
wall member is provided substantially centrally thereof 
with a slot extending from the portion of its perimeter 
adjacent said entrance opening to a point proximate the 
opposite edge of the auxiliary wall member, said member 
extends substantially centrally from the base member 
So as to be received in said slot when said base member 
is received within said socket. 

4. A device according to claim 3 wherein the auxiliary 
wall member comprises a piece of flexible material ad 
hesively secured to said body member, said material 
having sufficient resistance to flexure to retain said base 
member within said socket. 
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