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To all whon, it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, WILLIAMH. NORTHALL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Evansville, in the county of Wanderburg and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Stamp-Protec 
tors; and I do hereby declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

Stamp-protectors, that is to say, a device for 
use in holding in place the usual revenue or 
government stamp used upon casks or barrels 
Containing liquors. r 
The object of my invention is the provision 

of a device of extremely simple and inexpen 
sive construction which will rest over the 
face of the stamp and be secured in the bar 
rel or cask, and thus provide a device which 
will prevent the stamp from being torn or de 
tached, and thus prove a practical and useful 
device. 
To attain the desired objects, the invention 

consists of a stamp guard or protector embody 
ing a novel construction and arrangement, 
Substantially as disclosed herein. 

Figure 1 represents a view of a keg with 
imy guard or protector applied to the stamp 
thereof. Fig. 2 represents a view of the guard 
or protector detached. Fig. 3 represents a 
sectional view thereof, the protector, stamp, 
and port of the keg; and Fig. 4 represents a 
perspective view of a modified form of my 
guard or protector. 
In the drawings, A is the keg, B the stamp, 

and C my novel guard or protector. 
My device is of extremely simple construc 

40 tion and is made preferably from a single 
piece of wire bent to form a series of bends, 

bails, or corrugations D, which rest flat on 
the face of the stamp, and the terminals or 
ends of the wire are bent at a right angle to 
the body of the guard to form the entering 
or fastening portions E, which are sharpened 
or pointed at F to facilitate driving them into 
the keg. The bends may be of any width or 
may be in the form of an S or a series of con 
tiguous S shapes, or they may be inclined cor 
rugations, as the Occasion demands. 
In the modified form of my device the 

guard is made in the form of a single S and 
consists of the central portion or bend G and 
the end coils H, terminating in the right-an 
gle-disposed entering or fastening portions J, 
as clearly shown in Fig. 4. 
From the description and drawings it will 

be seen that I provide a device which will 
lie flat upon and across the face of the stamp 
and Willform a perfect guard or protector and 
positively prevent the stamp from being torn 
or detached from the keg or cask, as is evi 
dent, and that the device is simple and cheap, 
can be easily applied and detached, and is very 
useful for the intended purpose. 

I claim 
As an article of manufacture a device for 

preventing the destruction of stamps on casks 
or barrels, consisting of a guard or protector 
made of a single piece of wire or material hav 
ing its main or body portion bent or convo 
luted so as to form a bearing upon the face of 
the stamp and having each end bent at a right 
angle to the body or main portion to engage 
the Wood for securing the device. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. H. NORTHALI, 
Witnesses: 

WM. H. GUDGEL, 
ESTHER GUDGEL. 
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